
HOUSE No. 1233.

House, No. 935, as passed to be engrossed

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six.

AN ACT
Relative to a Sewerage System in the Town of Lexington.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows

of Lexington, in establishing
uant to the provisions of chap-

1 Section 1. The town
erage, pur

the acts of the year eighteenirtr

as hereby amended, shall con-
such streets, ways and places,

1 hundred and n

in

f sewage disposal ap-ral

1 plan entitled “ Plan show-
rs for the town of Lexington,

7 pearing on the lithograpl

i systen

lintock & Woodfall, Civil En-
mndred and ninety-seven, and

9 Mass., designated by Mc(

10 gint

nmissioners shall dt1 1
; have under-drains along such
;ommissioners shall determine.

12 termine. Said ma

th

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Comtnonroealtt) of Massachusetts.

13 port



[Apr.LEXINGTON SEWERAGE.2

1 Section 2. Upon the completion of such original in-

itallation of sewers, including the under-drains, the sewer

3 commissioners shall determine the cost of the finished

4 work, including therein a sum estimated by them to be
5 the aggregate amount which the town will have to pay
6 in connection with said installation by way of land and
7 property damages. Of the total of such cost seventy-five
8 per cent, shall be assessed upon and paid by the respee-
-9 tive owners of the lands (within the limits of depth below

10 provided) abutting on the streets and ways, public or
11 private, in which the sewers shall have been constructed,
12 the tax to be assessed in accordance with the provisions
13 hereinafter contained, the same being hereby adopted for
14 the purpose of distributing the burden of the tax among
15 the abutters proportionally, as nearly as may be, to the
16 benefits to be received by them respectively. No land
17 shall be subject to this local tax or assessment, if situated
18 so that a building thereon constructed in any ordinary
19 or reasonable manner could not be drained from the floor
0 next above the basement or cellar into the sewer; but all
1 other abutting lands shall be deemed to be benefited, and

2 shall (except in the case of lands owned by the town

3 itself) be subject to the tax; and the same rule a to
24 benefits shall apply in cases of sewer extensions, which
25 are provided for in section four of this act. No private
26 or particular drain or sewer from a building situated
27 on land not already assessed or not at the time liable to
28 assessment as herein provided shall be entered into a
29 public sewer, except upon the payment of such an assess-
-30 ment or charge as the commissioners shall determine.

1 Section 3. In' the case of each abutting estate said
2 assessment shall be laid upon the owner’s whole lot or
3 tract if the same nowhere extends back from the side
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4 line of the street or way more than one hundred feet;
the lot or tract as lies between5 otherwise upon so much c

6 such side line and a lin drawn parallel with and one

7 hundred feet back therefrom. The sewer commissioners
8 shall ascertain the total area of all the lots and strips
9 of land benefited, not including land owned by the town,

10 and compute the aggregate value of them exclusive of
11 buildings according to valuations furnished by the assc
13 sors of the town for the purpose; and thereupon shall
13 determine approximately the fraction of a cent per square
14 foot which, if paid on said total area, would produce
15 substantially two-thirds of the above-mentioned seventy-
16 five per cent, of total cost, and determine approximately

and dollars valuation which.r one th17 also th
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itallation, the sewer commissioners shall file with the
3 assessors of the town a plan showing the streets or ways
4 in which the sewers are constructed, and the several
5 abutting lots and strips of land which said commission-
-6 ers, applying the provisions of this act, adjudge to be
7 benefited and liable to said sewer tax, every such lot or
8 strip to be shown with its area in square feet and marked
9 also with the name of the supposed owner or owners

10 thereof. And from time to time, as sewer extensions
11 are made, said commissioners shall file with the asses-
12 sors additional maps showing with respect to the new
13 sewers and abutting lands the same information as that
14 called for by the maps to be filed in accordance with the
15 foregoing provisions of this section. Upon receipt of

rs shall proceed to estimate,
ing ordinary taxes, the just

16 every such plan the asse
17 in like manner as in as;

18 value of each abutting lo
19 plan, taking into account
20 the fact that a sewer is i
21 on which the land abuts;

or strip of land shown on the
in the making of their estimate
onstructcd in the street or way
and having made said estimates
the same to the sewer commis-the assessors shall certify

) received from the assessors
luations or assessed values re-

23 sioners. The estimates
24 shall he taken to be the
25 ferred to in sections three and four of this act. Said
26 estimates shall he of the value of the land, exclusive of
27 any buildings thereon.

1 Section 6. Every sewer tax assessed by the commis-
-2 sioners shall he recorded in hooks to he kept by them for
3 that purpose. They shall also make a list of such assess-
-4 ments and publish the same by posting copies of the list
5 in at least two public places in the town, at the same
6 time furnishing an additional copy to the town treasurer.

1 Section 5. Upon the completion of the original in-
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8 upon the respective land owners for the payment of the
9 tax, but the commissioners shall, in addition thereto.

10 cause a demand or bill to be sent to each supposed owner
11 at his last address known to the commissioners. Every

three months after the publica-
amount of the tax assessed in

'oresaid to the town treasurer,
the rate of five per cent, per

12 land owner shall, within
13 tion of such list, pay thf such list, pay th
14 respect of his land
15 with interest thereon at

16 annum from the time of the posting of such list: pro-
-17 vided, however, that the sewer commissioners, on written
18 request from any owner made within said three month
19 shall apportion his tax into such number of equal parts,
20 not exceeding ten, as he may specify in the request, one
21 of such parts with interest thereon at said rate, to be
22 payable in each succeeding calendar year on such day
23 as the commissioners, when making the apportionment,
24 shall determine; and provided, further, that if in any
35 particular case a tax assessed in accordance with the pro-
-36 visions of this act shall in the opinion of said commis-
-37 sioners be in excess of the special benefit derived by the
38 land concerned, they shall, on the owner’s written re-
-39 quest within safd three months, abate the amount of said
30 excess. Nothing herein, however, shall be construed as
31 preventing an owner or any party in interest from pay-
-32 ing at any time, notwithstanding its prior apportion-
-53 ment, the whole balance of a given tax, including interest
54 computed to the date of such payment.

1 Section" 1. Every such sewer tax shall constitute a
2 lien on the land affected thereby, the same to continue
3 for two years after the publication of the list wherein
4 the tax appears, and in case of apportionment, until the
5 expiration of two years from the time when the last in-

1 Such publication of the list shall be a sufficient demand
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6 stalment becomes payable; provided that in any case
Hint or validity of the tax is drawn in

piestion by any suit or proceeding, the lien shall con-
9 tinue for one year after the final determination thereof.

mmissioners shall annually
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in the premises all the powers14 and the collector shall have
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16 taxes relating to sales mad

by the law upon collectors of
for that purpose. Land sc

17 sold hereunder may be redeemed in like manner and
18 subject to the same provisions of law as if sold for the
19 non-payment of taxes. Such sewer taxes or instalments

20 thereof may also be collected by an action of contract
21 brought by the collector against the owner liable therefor.

1 Section 9. Any tax assessed by the sewer commis-
y reason of any error or irregu-oners which is invalid 1

3 larity in the assessment
4 which has been recovere

which has not been paid, or
i back, or which has been en-
may be reassessed by the sewer
le being in the just amount in

5 forced by an invalid sale,
6 commissioners for the tii
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8 first to have been assessed, and the tax so reassessed shall
9 constitute a lien on the land as aforesaid and shall be

10 payable and collectible in like manner as above pro-
-11 vided.

1 Section 10. Any person aggrieved by the tax assessed
iy the commissioners may, at any time within three
nonths after the publication of the list wherein the tax

1 appears, file a petition in the superior court for the county
5 of Middlesex for a jury to revise the amount of the tax;
6 but before filing his petiti 11 he shall give written notice

munissioners of his intention so to do, and
hall n particularly pecify his objections to the

9 tax, to which specification he shall be confined in the
10 trial.
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House of Representatives, April 20, 1906.

Passed to he engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.
JAMES W. KIMBALL, Cleric.

1 Section 13. This act shall take effect upon its pas'

lasre.


