
HOUSE No. 1296.

House oe Representatives, May 10, 1906.

The committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the supplementary abstract of the seventh
annual report of the State Board of Insanity (House, No.
1261), report, in part, the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

LYMAN A. CRAFTS.

Commomocaltl) of iilassarlHisctts.



[May,CERTIFICATES OF INSANITY.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six

AN ACT
Relative to Oaths of Physicians in making Certificates of

Insanity.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-five of chapter eighty-seven
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out

3 the words “ to the judge at the hearing,” in the second

4 line, —so as to read as follows;
Section 35. A phvsician shall not make a certificate

6 of insanity unless he makes oath that he is a graduate
7 of a legally chartered medical school or college, that he has
8 been in the actual practice of medicine for three years
9 since his graduation and for three years last preceding

10 the making of said oath, and that he is registered in ac-

11 cordance with the provisions of chapter seventy-six, nor
12 unless his character, standing and professional knowledge
13 of insanity is satisfactory to the judge. A physician
14 who makes such certificate shall have examined the al-

15 leged insane person within five days of his signing said
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16 certificate, and shall state therein that in his opinion
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17 such person is insane and a proper subject for treatment
18 in the insane hospital or asylum, and the facts on which
19 his opinion is based. A copy of the certificate, attested
20 by the judge, shall be delivered by the person making
21 the commitment to the superintendent of the hospital or
22 other place to which the person shall be committed, and
23 shall be filed and kept with the order of commitment,
24 and within forty-eight hours after the commitment of
25 an insane person to an insane hospital or asylum, the
26 superintendent thereof shall transmit to the state board
27 of insanity a copy of such certificate. A certificate bear-
-28 ing date of more than ten days prior to the commit-
39 ment of any person alleged to be insane shall be void,
30 and no certificate shall be valid or be received in evi-
-31 dence if signed by a physician holding any office or ap-
-32 pointment in or connected with a hospital, asylum or

the insane to which the alleged insane
34 person may be committed

This act shall take effect upon its pa1 Section




