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In accordance with the terms of chapter 56 of the Resolves
1905, I have the honor to submit the following report on

; advisability of revising the laws relative to the establish-
nt and maintenance of pest houses by cities and towns.

Respectfully,

Commomucaltl) of iilassculjiisctfs.

CHARLES HARRINGTON *

f the Slate Board of Health.
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Office of the State Board of Health,
State House, Boston, Jan. 15, 1906.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

The Legislature of 1905 passed the following resolve

Resolve relative to a Revision of the Laws relating to
the Establishment of Pest Houses by Cities and Towns.
Resolved , That the state board of health is hereby directed to

investigate the advisability of revising the laws relative to the
establishment and maintenance of pest houses by cities and towns,
and to report thereon to the next general court not later than the
fifteenth day of January, nineteen hundred and six. [Approved
April 2S, 1905.

In accordance with this order, the State Board of Health
has made a careful study of such reports as were at hand or
could be obtained concerning the relation of hospitals for
contagious diseases to the health of inhabitants of neighbor-
ing areas; but it has been unable to find any evidence which
would lead it to recommend any radical changes in the laws
referred to, except the addition of a provision to enable
cities and towns, in certain cases, to establish and maintain
such hospitals in common.

The Board takes this opportunity, however, of calling to
the attention of the Legislature the fact that in the laws as
they now stand there exist certain phrases that are not suf-
ficiently explicit, and certain provisions which are redundant.

Commonwealth of ittassarljusctts.

REPORT.
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That portion of chapter 75 of the Revised Laws which
relates to hospitals and dangerous diseases consists of sec-
tions which have been passed in different years, and amended
as occasion has demanded; and, in consequence, there is
lacking to some extent the logical sequence which should
and easily can obtain. The Board would therefore recom-
mend the following changes in chapter 75 of the Revised
Laws and in chapter 206 of the Acts of 1902 :

Chapter 75, Revised L
1. Striking out in the fourth line of section 35 the words

“or of a committee of the town appointed for the purpose.”
2. Amending section 42 by inserting after the word

“board,” in the third line, the words “of health;” and
before the wmrd “board,” wherever else it occurs in this
section, the word “said;” and causing this section, so
amended, to become section 36.

3. Amending section 40 by adding the following: 11 pro-
vided, however, that if, in the opinion of the boards of health
of two or more adjoining cities or towns, such hospitals can
advantageously be established and maintained in common,
the authorities of the said cities or towns may enter into
such agreements as may be necessary for the establishment
and maintenance of the same; ’
amended, to become section 37

and causing section 40, so

itriking out the words “ or
and causing it to become

4. Amending section 36 by
committee,” in the fourth line
section 38.

5. Amending section 37 by striking out the words “with-
out the consent of said towns,” in the third line, and substi-
tuting therefor the words “ or city without the consent of
the board of health of said town or city; ” and causing the
section, thus amended, to become section 39.

6. Causing section 38 to become section 40.
7. Causing section 39 to become section 41.
8. Causing section 41 to become section 42.
9. Amending section 46, as amended by chapter 206 of

the Acts of 1902, by inserting after the word “board,” in
the fourth line, the words “ of health.”
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10. Amending section 56 by striking out in the first and
second lines the words “ sections forty-two, forty-three and
forty-four,” and substituting therefor the words “ sections
thirty-six and forty-six.”

Chapter 206, Acts of 1902
11. Amending section 1 of chapter 20(1 of the Acts of

1902 by striking out the concluding words, “ provided the
approval of the board of health of the city or town into
which such persons are to be taken shall first have been
obtained.”

In the form suggested, the law would then read as fol
lows

Chapter 75, Revised Law

Section 35. A town may establish hospitals within its limits
for the treatment of diseases which are dangerous to the public
health. They shall be subject to the orders and regulations of
the board of health.

Section 36. If a disease which is dangerous to the public
health breaks out in a town, or if a person is infected or lately
has been infected with such disease, the board of health shall im-
mediately provide such hospital or place of reception, and such
nurses and other assistance and necessaries, as is judged best for
his accommodation and for the safety of the inhabitants, which
shall be subject to the regulations of the said board. The said
board may cause any sick or infected person to be removed
thereto, if it can be done without danger to his health ; otherwise
the house or place in which he remains shall be considered as a
hospital, and all persons residing in or in any way connected
therewith shall be subject to the regulations of the said board,
and, if necessary, persons in the neighborhood may be removed.

Section 37. Each city shall establish and be constantly pro-
vided, within its limits, with one or more isolation hospitals for
the reception of persons having smallpox or any other disease
dangerous to the public health. Such hospitals shall be subject
to the orders and regulations of the boards of health of the cities
in which they are respectively situated. A city which, upon re-
quest of the state board of health, refuses or neglects to comply
with the provisions of this section, shall forfeit not more than five
hundred dollars for each refusal or neglect: provided, however,
that if, in the opinion of the boards of health of two or more ad-
joining cities or towns, such hospitals can advantageously be
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established and maintained in common, the authorities of the said
cities or towns may enter into such agreements as may be neces-
sary for the establishment and maintenance of the same.

Section 38. The physician, nurses, attendants, patients and
all persons approaching or coming within the limits of such hos-
pitals, and all furniture and other articles used or brought there,
shall be subject to the regulations of the local board of health.

Section 39. Such hospitals shall not be established within one
hundred rods of an inhabited dwelling house situated in an adjoin-
ing town or city without the consent of the board of health of said
town or city.

Section 40. Whoever occupies or uses a building for a hos-
pital in a part of a city or town prohibited by the mayor and
aldermen or selectmen shall forfeit not more than fifty dollars for
every month during which such offence continues, and in like pro-
portion for a portion of the month. The supreme judicial court
or the superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity to restrain
such occupancy or use.

Section 41. Each city shall provide for the treatment, either
in a hospital or as out-patients, of indigent persons who are suffer-
ing from contagious or infectious venereal diseases.

Section 42. No discrimination shall be made against the treat-
ment of venereal diseases in the out-patient department of any
general hospital supported by taxation in any city in which
special hospitals, other than hospitals connected with penal insti-
tutions, are not provided for the treatment of such diseases at
public expense ; but said hospital may establish a separate ward
for their treatment.

[Sections 43, 44 and 45 remain unchanged.]
Section 46. A magistrate authorized to issue warrants in

criminal cases may issue a warrant directed to the sheriff of the
county or his deputy, or to any constable or police officer, requir-
ing them, under the direction of the board of health, to remove
any person who is infected with contagious disease, or to impress
and take up convenient houses, lodging, nurses, attendants and
other necessaries. The removal authorized by this section may be
made to any hospital in an adjoining city or town established for
the reception of persons having smallpox or other disease danger-
ous to the public health, provided the assent of the board of health

•emoval is to be made shall firstof the city or town to which su
have been obtained.

h

lections thirty-six and forty-six,
the removal of patients from

Section 56. The provisions
so far as they confer authority fc
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their homes, shall apply only in cases of persons residing in board-
ing houses, or hotels, or in cases of two or more families occupy-
ing the same dwelling, or in other cases in which, in the opinion
of the board and the attending physician, the case cannot be prop-
erly isolated.

Chapter 206, Acts of 1902.

Section 1. The board of health of any city or town which has
established or which may hereafter establish within its limits a
hospital for the reception of persons having smallpox or any other
disease dangerous to the public health, may receive for care and
treatment in such hospital persons from an adjoining town who
are infected with any of said diseases.

CHARLES HARRINGTON,

order of the Board,

Secretary,


