
SENATE No. 161

To accompany the petition of Heman A. Harding for legisla-
tion relative to the pursuit of water fowl by power boats. Fisher-
ies and Gan

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six.

AN ACT
Relative to snaring Wild Game Birds and to pur-

suing Water Fowl with Motor Boats.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled ,

and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section eleven of chapter ninety-two of the
2 Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 the word wild alter “a” in the first line, and by
4 the insertion of the words or shoots at or kills
5 after “ pursues ”in the eighth line, — so as to read
6 as follows :

7 Section 11■ Whoever takes or kills a wild
8 game bird or water fowl, hare or rabbit by
9 means of a trap, net or snare, or by the use of a

10 ferret; and whoever, for the purpose of taking or
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11 killing a game bird, water fowl, hare or rabbit,
12 constructs or sets a trap, snare or net or uses a
13 ferret; and whoever shoots at or kills any wild
14 fowl, or any of the so-called shore, marsh or beach
15 birds, with a swivel or pivot gun or by the use of
10 a torch, jack or artificial light, or pursues or shoots
17 at or hills any wild fowl with or by aid of a boat
18 propelled by steam or naphtha, or of a boat or
19 vessel propelled by any mechanical means other
20 than sails, oars or paddles, or in that portion of
21 Boston harbor lying westerly and southwesterly of
22 a line running from Deer Island to Point Allerton,
23 including the waters of Dorchester bay, Quincy
24 bay, Weymouth bay and Hingham bay, or shoots
25 at, kills or pursues a wild fowl from or by the aid
26 or use of any boat or floating device propelled by
27 steam, naphtha, gasolene, electricity, compressed
28 air, or any similar motive power, shall be pun-
-29 ished by a fine of twenty dollars for each offence.
30 The construction or setting of a trap, snare or net
31 adapted for the taking or killing of a game bird,
32 water fowl, hare or rabbit, upon premises fre-
-33 quented by them, shall be prima facie evidence of
34 such constructing and setting with intent to take
35 and kill contrary to law; and possession of a

36 ferret in a place where the game mentioned in
37 this section might be taken or killed shall be
38 prima facie evidence that the person having it in
39 possession has used it for taking and killing
40 game contrary to law.


