
HOUSE No. 750.

.1 accompanying the petition of George W. Fc others for 1c
lation to provide for uniting the cities of B
nolitan Affairs. January 23.

M

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

AN ACT
To unite the City of Chelsea with the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative.
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of th
same, as follows ;

1 Section 1. That all the territory now comprised

ithin the limits of the city of Chelsea, in the county

f Suffolk, with the inhabitants and estates therein
4 is annexed to and made part of the city of Boston,
5 in the county of Suffolk, subiect to the same laws.
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12 tion of representatives in congress, state councillors,
13 senators and members of the house of representa-
-14 tives, shall in like manner devolve upon and be per-
-15 formed by the board of aldermen and city clerk of
16 the city of Boston.
17 It shall be the duty of the ward officers of
18 the two wards as hereinafter provided, in said
19 city of Chelsea, respectively, to make return of
20 all votes that may be cast therein from time
21 to time for representatives in congre tat

councillors, senators, members of the house of rej

23 resentatives, and for all other national, state, dis-
-24 trict, county, municipal and ward officers, to the city
25 clerk of the city of Boston.

public property of the said
>e vested in and is to be the
of Boston, and said city of

1 Section 2. All the
city of Chelsea shall 1

3 property of the city
4 Boston shall succeed tc
5 of action, rights to u
6 trusts and duties, priv
7 said city of Chelsea; ;
8 become liable for and
9 gations, duties, respom

10 said city of Chelsea.

i all the rights, claims, causes
ncollected taxes, liens, uses,
ileges and immunities of the
and the city of Boston shall
subject to all the debts, obli-
nbilities and liabilities of the
All actions and causes of ac-

11 tions which may be pending, or which shall have
12 accrued at the time this act shall take effect in be-
-13 half of or against said city of Chelsea, shall survive
14 and may be prosecuted to final judgment and execu-
-15 tion in behalf of or against the city of Boston.

1 Section 3. The territory of the city of Chelsea
2 shall constitute a judicial district under the jurisdic-
-3 tion of the police court of the city of Chelsea, which
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4 shall continue to exist, and shall hereafter be des-
-5 ignated and known by the name of the municipal
6 court for the Chelsea district of the city of Boston.
7 Said court shall have the same civil and criminal
8 jurisdiction in said district, and the same civil juris-
-9 diction in the county of Suffolk, as the police courts

10 other than that of the city of Boston have by law in
11 their respective counties, except that said district
12 court shall have jurisdiction of civil and criminal
13 matters for the town of Revere to the same extent
14 that any police court would have jurisdiction of in
15 both civil and criminal matters. Appeals shall bf
16 allowed from all judgments of said court in like
17 manner and to the same courts that appeals are nov
18 allowed from the judgments of the municipal court
19 of the citv of Boston. All acts and duties, if anv,

10 now incumbent upon the mayor or board of alder
11 men of the citv of Chelsea, or either branch thereof
2 relating to the said court of the city of Chelsea, sha’
3 hereafter devolve upon and be performed by th

14 citv council of the city of Boston. All fines and for
15 feitures, and all costs in criminal prosecutions in
16 said court, and all fees and charges received in said

vil proceedings, shall be accounted for
18 and paid over in the same manner as is now pre

19 vided for in the municipal court within tl
10 Boston.

1 Section 4. The five wards r
laid citv of Chelsea shall be first united, and then

3 changed so as to constitute two wards, which shall
4 be known as and called, respectively, wards twenty

The line dividingand twentv-seven of
irds shall be the6 said district of Chelsea int
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7 territory on either side of Broadway. The territory
8 on the right of Broadway, coming from Boston, con-
st, stituting formerly wards one and three, shall be

10 designated as ward twenty-six, and the territory on
11 the left of Broadway, constituting formerly wards
12 two, four and five, as now districted, to be desig-
-13 nated as ward twenty-seven, and each of the wards
14 so established shall be entitled to all the municipal
15 and ward officers which each of the other wards of
16 the said city of Boston is entitled to. The term of
17 office of the school committee, heretofore chosen in
18 each of the wards of said city of Chelsea, shall ex-
-19 pire on the first Monday of January, nineteen hun-
-20 dred and eight, when the schools of the said city of
21 Chelsea shall be placed under the direction and su-
-22 perinteudence of the school committee of Boston.
23 The citizens of the territory annexed to the city of
24 Boston shall have the same right to vote for mu-
-25 municipal officers at the annual municipal election of
26 the city of Boston in the year nineteen hundred and
27 seven as they would have had if said territory had
28 formed part of the city of Boston for more than
29 twelve months next before said election.

1 Section 5. All provisions of law requiring an
2 election of municipal and ward officers for said city
3 of Chelsea on the second Tuesday of December in
4 the year nineteen hundred and seven, for the mu-
-5 nicipal year then next ensuing, are hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. Until alteration of the ward limits of
2 the said city of Boston as provided by law, the com-

3 mon council shall consist of the lawful number of
4 members from each ward, and the territory thus
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5 annexed shall be entitled to six members of said
6 council, three from each ward.

Ihe representative districts to tlie genera

8 of Massachusetts shall
9 wards twenty-six and i

10 tricts, with a right to
11 said general court from
12 known as Chelsea, until
13 changed, shall continue
14 a senator, part of sen:
15 Suffolk, for the purpo
16 part of council district
17 purpose of electing a

be changed so as to mak
ntv-seven individual disv

3t one representative to
h district. The territory

constitutionally and legally

the purpose of el
torial district number first

uai

se of electing a councillor,
number three, and for the
representative in congress,

18 part of congressional district number seven, as the
19 same are now constituted.

1 Section 7. The several police officers and watch
2 men, the engineers, and members of the tire depart

3 men, that may be in office in the city of Chelsea
4 when this act passes and becomes effective, shall

5 thereafter continue in the discharge of their respec-
-6 five duties in the same manner as if they were po-
-7 lice officers and watchmen and engineers and fire-
-8 men of the city of Boston, until others shall be ap-
-9 pointed in their stead. The several .justices of the
10 peace, masters in chancery, if any, and notaries
11 public, residing in Chelsea, shall continue to act in
12 their said capacities, respectively, within the said
13 territory of Chelsea, but their authority to act in
14 their said capacities shall in no wise be increased
15 or diminished during the t( reir commissions

16 by virtue of any provision

Chelsea, when so1 Section 8. The territory of Che
2 transferred, and the inhabitants thei 1 their
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3 estates, shall be liable for all taxes already assessed
4 and not paid; and also all city, county and state
5 taxes that may he hereafter assessed on them by
6 said city of Chelsea, and until this act becomes effec-
-7 five, in the same manner as they would have been
8 liable if this act does not become effective. And the
9 city treasurer and collector of said city of Chelsea

10 are hereby respectively authorized to collect the
11 same in the manner prescribed by law, when this
12 act shall take effect.

1 Section 9. The Fitz public library, with all the
2 books and documents which now or hereafter may
3 belong thereto, shall be continued and kept within
4 the present limits of said Chelsea, and it shall have
5 the benefit of all gifts and legacies, if any, made
6 heretofore or hereafter, in its behalf. The trustees
7 of the Fitz public library shall hold their offices
8 until the first Monday in January, nineteen hun-
-9 dred and eight, or until the annual organization of

10 the board of trustees of the Boston public library
11 in that year. Thereafter it shall become a branch
12 of the public library of Boston.
13 All trust funds in which the said city of Chelsea
14 is interested, either directly or indirectly, whether
15 they be for the benefit of the said city of Chelsea
16 as a corporation or otherwise, shall continue, and
17 the income and disbursements thereof shall be man-

-18 aged, according to the terms of their respective
19 trusts.

1 Section 10. The present water board for the city
2 of Chelsea shall continue to hold office after the pas-
-3 sage and acceptance of this act until the first Mon-
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4 day in January, nineteen hundred and eight; then
5 the duties of said water board for the city of Chelsea
6 shall be assumed and controlled by the water board
7 for the city of Boston.

4 so as to conform to the provisions of an act relative
5 to the annexation of Chelsea to Boston, and so much
6 of the general statutes and laws as may be incon
7 sistent with the above mentioned act are amended
8 so as not to apply to or repeal any of the provisions
9 herein contained

1 Section 12. This a*

2 unless accepted by a im

t shall not take full effect
jority of the legal voters of

3 the city of Boston pn
4 ballot, at meetings whic
5 wards of the said city (

6 jority of the legal voter

mt and voting thereon by
shall be held in the several
Boston; and also by a ma
if the city of Chelsea pres

ent and voting thereon
shall be held in the se'v

y ballot at meetings which
ral wards of the said city
duly given at least seven
aid meeting. Meetings for

9 of Chelsea, upon noti
10 days before the time o:

11 that purpose shall be 1
12 cities at the next state e
13 this act. Said ballots si
14 answer to the question.

1 simultaneously in said
ection after
all be “ Yes

me (

>r ‘ ‘ No ’ ’ in
Shall an a -ed b\tion

15 the legislature of the ( 'ommonwealth in tl
16 nineteen hundred am -even, entitled ‘ An Act to

a with the city of Boston,’17 unite the city of Chelsei
18 be accepted? ” The ch rk of each ward in the cit'v
19 of Boston shall make return of all ballots given in

1 Section 11. The charter of the city of Boston,
7 the charter of the city of Chelsea, and the several
3 acts passed in addition thereto, are to be amended
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1

20 in his ward, and the number of ballots in favor of
21 the acceptance of this act, and the number of ballots

ainst said acceptance, to the board of aldermen
23 of the city of Boston, and like returns by the clerks
24 of the several wards in the city of Chelsea shall be
25 made to the mayor and aldermen of the city of
26 Chelsea. All of said returns shall be made within
27 forty-eight hours of the close of the polls. It shall
28 be the duty of the board of aldermen of the city of
29 Boston and of the mayor and aldermen of the city
30 of Chelsea to certify and return as soon as may be
31 the ballots cast in their respective cities, and the
32 number of ballots cast in favor of the acceptance of
33 this act and the number of ballots cast against said
34 acceptance in their respective cities, to the secre-
-35 tary of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 13. If this act shall be accepted by said
2 cities it shall take effect upon the day following its
3 acceptance, so far as to authorize, legalize and carry
4 into effect the acts and provisions of the fourth,
5 fifth and sixth sections of this act, but for all other
6 purposes, except as mentioned in the eleventh sec-
-7 tion of this act, it shall take effect on the first Mou-
-8 day of January in the year nineteen hundred and
9 eight, and the present board of aldermen and mayor

10 shall continue in office until said first Monday of
11 January.


