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In the \ear One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Compensation of Workmen accidentally

Injured in the Course of their Employment.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled j and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. If, in any employment to which this
2 act applies, personal injury by accident arising out
3 of and in the course of the employment is caused to
4 a workman, his employer shall, subject to the lim-
-5 itations hereinafter mentioned, be liable to pay com-
-6 pensation therefor in accordance with the first
7 schedule appended to and forming part of this act:
8 provided, that:
9 (a) The employer shall not be liable under this

10 act in respect of any injury which does not disable
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11 the workman for a period of at least one week from
12 earning full wages at the work at which he was em-
13 ployed.
14 (6) When the injury was caused by the personal
15 negligence or wilful act of the employer, or of some
16 person for whose act or default the employer is re-
-17 sponsible, nothing in this act shall affect any civil
18 liability of the employer; but in that case the work-
-19 man may, at his option, either claim compensation
20 under this act, or take the same proceedings which
21 were open to him before the passage of this act;
22 but the employer shall not be liable to pay com-
-23 pensation for injury to a workman by accident aris-
-24 ing ont of and in the course of his employment both
25 independently of and also under this act, and shall
26 not be liable in any proceedings taken independently
27 of this act, except in case of such personal negli-
-28 gence or wilful act, as is mentioned above.
29 (c) If it is proved that the injury to a workman
30 is attributable to the serious and wilful misconduct
31 of that workman, any compensation claimed in re-
-32 spect of that injury shall be disallowed.
33 If any question arises in any proceedings under
34 this act as to the liability to pay compensation un-
-35 der this act (including any question as to whether
36 the employment is one to which this act applies), or
37 as to the amount or duration of compensation under
38 this act, the question, if not settled by agreement,
39 shall, subject to the provisions of the first schedule
40 of this act, be settled by arbitration, in accordance
41 with the second schedule of this act.

1 Section 2. Proceedings for the recovery under
2 this act of compensation for an injury shall not be
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15 this act applies: provided, that the person so paying
16 shall be entitled to be indemnified by any other per-
-17 son who would have been liable independently of
18 this section.

1 Section 5. This act shall apply only to general
2 contractors on or in or about a railroad, railway,
3 factory, mine, quarry or engineering work, and to
4 employment on, in or about a building in proo
5 of construction, or being repaired or demolished

FIRST SCHEDULE.
Scale and Condition oe Compensation.

6 The amount of compensation under this act shall
7 be as follows:
8 ( a ) Where death results from the injury:-
9 (1) Lf the workman leaves any persons wholly

10 dependent upon his earnings at the time of his
11 death, a sum equal to his earnings in the employment
12 of the same employer during three years next pre-
13 ceding the injury, or the sum of one thousand dob
14 lars, whichever of these sums is the larger. If the
15 workman’s employment by the said employer has
16 been less than three years, the amount of his earn-
-17 ings during said three years shall be deemed to be
18 one hundred and fifty-six times his average weekly
19 earnings during the period of his actual employ-
-20 ment under the said employer.

21 (2) If the workman does not leave any such de-
-22 pendents, but leaves any person dependent in part
23 upon his earnings at the time of his death, such sum,
24 not exceeding in any case the amount payable under
25 the foregoing provisions, as may be agreed upon,
26 or, in default of agreement, as may be determined
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58 absence of agreement by any justice of tlie superior
59 court, according to tire procedure prescribed by
60 rules of court.
61 (3) Any arbitrator appointed by a justice of the
62 superior court shall, for the purposes of this act,
63 have all the powers of a superior court justice, and
64 shall be paid out of the treasury of the county in
65 which the accident happened.
66 (4) Any arbitrator may, if he thinks fit, submit
67 any question of law for the decision of a justice of
68 the superior court, and the decision of such justice
69 on any question of law shall be final, unless, within
70 the time and in accordance with the conditions pre-
-71 scribed by the court, either party takes an appeal to
72 the supreme judicial court.


