
HOUSE No. 934

Bill accompanying the petition of George E. Gardner and another for
legislation to promote uniformity in laws relative to marriage and
divorce. Joint Judiciary. January 24.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Return of Marriage Statistics.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 The marriage license clerk (or other designated official)
2 of each county, shall, on or before the first day of Feb-
-3 ruary of each year, return to the secretary of the state
4 board of health (or other designated state official), upon
5 suitable blank forms, to be provided by the state, an
6 abridged statement ofall marriage licenses issued by him
7 during the preceding calendar year, specifying in each
8 case:
9 One. Record number and date of the license
10 Two. Full names of the husband and wife.
11 Three. Residence of each party.
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12 Four. The color of each party.
13 Five. The age of each party.
14 Six. The occupation of each party
15 Seven. Date of marriage.
l(i Eight. Place of marriage.
17 Nine. By whom the ceremony was performed.
18 Ten. Number of former marriages and divorces.
19 Eleven. Names of parents or guardians where either
20 iiarty is under age.
21 For such returns each clerk shall receive the following
22 fees (each state to fix its own fees) ; and upon neglect
23 or refusal to make such returns, such clerk shall, for each
24 such neglect or refusal, forfeit and pay the sum of one
25 hundred dollars for the use of the proper county, to be
26 collected as debts of like amount are now collectible.
27 And the secretary of the state board of health (or
28 other designated state official) shall annually prepare,
29 from said returns, abstracts and tabular statements of the
30 facts relating to marriage in each county, and embody
31 them, with the necessary analysis, in his annual report
32 to the state.


