
HOUSE i\o. 1035.

Hon. John N. Cole, Speaker, House of Representatives.

The undersigned, members of the commission ere
ated by chapter 475 of the Acts of 1899, entitled “ An
Act to provide for the publication of a record of Mas-
sachusetts troops and officers, sailors and marines in
the war of the rebellion,” have the honor to acknowl-
edge the receipt, through the office of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, of the following order, dated Jan.
15, 1907:

Ordered, That the commission or person having charge of the
publication of the record of Massachusetts soldiers and sailors
who served in the war of the rebellion shall report to the General
Court, as soon as may be, what was done during the year 1906
toward the preparation of the said record, and how many years
will elapse before the record is ready for publication, provided
that the rate of progress in the future is the same as it has been

in the past.

The following reply is respectfully submitted:
First, as to the work done on war records of soldiers

and sailors of the civil war during the year 1906:

Qlommomuealtl) of ittassacljusctts.

Office of the Secretary
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Muster-in rolls were carded of 23 regiments of cav
1 battalion of cavalry;airy, artillery and infantry

lit batteries; 2 companies1 battalion of artillery; K
of heavy artillery; 6 companies of infanti 18,900

men
Enlistment papers carded, 6,981 men
Sworn reports of enlistments from city and town

authorities from the cities and towns of Boston, Cam-
bridge. Canton. Carlisle, Carver, Charlemont. Chari
ton, Chatham, Chelmsford, Cheshire, Charlestown, Chi
copee, Chilmark, Chelsea, Chester, Chesterfield, Clarks-
burg, Clinton, Cohasset, Colraine, Concord, Conway,
Cummington, Dalton, Dana, Danvers, Dartmouth, Ded-
ham, Deerfield, Dennis, Dighton, Dorchester, Douglas,

Dover, Dracut, Dudley, Dun stable, Dnxbury, East
is thampton, Easton, EdgarBridgewater, Eastham, E

town, Egremont, Enfield, I rving, Essex and Pairhaven,

20,362 men.
towns did not give the regi-More than half of these

names had to be looked up,ment and company, and tl
and company and regiment put on the cards. Not one
of the towns gave the company, although giving the
regiment. Everv one of the 20,362 men had to be
looked up on the Adjutant-General’s records, in order
to find where the man belon reel

had to be most carefullyThe enlistment papers al
examined and compared, as hev contain i

enabling the clerk to corthe soldier lature: thu

re wrong on the Adjurect very many name
tant-General ’s record ■om which certificates of
service are given out in m y working daynine

of the year, upon the validit y of which State aid to the
,000 will be paid this year,amount of $BOO,OOO to $9OO

pensions will be claimed admission to the Sol-
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diers’ Home made possible, and the allowance for burial
made. Also, many connections of service were made
from information on these enlistment papers that could
not have previously been known.

A constant correspondence has been carried on with
Adjutants-General of various States, city and town
clerks, and individuals, in order to establish needed
facts relating to the service of Massachusetts soldiers
and sailors who had also terms of service in other State
organizations or in the regular establishment, or United
State volunteers, or colored troops credited to Massa-
chusetts. There were individuals, whole companies,
and a battalion of Massachusetts men, who served in
New York regiments. All were credited to Massachu
setts.

The work on navy records consists of constant and
able efforts on the part of the naval clerk to straighten
out the services of sailors and marines, in which he has
been remarkably successful from every point of view.
Three hundred and twelve letters have been written to
the Navy Department, and replies to the number of

■eived, containing finaltwo hundred and five re<
ords heretofore wantinj
sea. The carding of the I
pleted; and twenty-five le
munications never heretof«
of Massachusetts, together
other direction possible, 1
correct the records of an
marines and officers, and

g— of men who served at
ist of officers has been com-
itter books, containing com-
3re entered on the navy lists
with investigations in every
ave enabled the Bureau to

unknown number of sailors,
to add a large number of
mroximately two thousand.

]

services to the lists, —a^
This has been in part accomplished by frequent nect

ry visits to the Navv Yard and i

ords of the receiving ship. A great number of “co
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nections ” of service have also been made, of the enlist-
ments of men who served in both army and navy,
These connections of services of one individual art

indispensable, as the law requires the entire military
or naval history of everv man who served from Mas-
sachusetts.

Second, It may be fairly estimated that the prelim-
inary work of preparation for publication is about half
done. The force at work upon it consists entirely of
veteran members of the army and navy, familiar with
military and naval rolls and with the work. They
should be able to accomplish more in the future than
they have in the past in given time, being now trained
to it.

The fact should be recognized that all corrections and
all connections of service are not only made and re-
corded on the books of the Adjutant-General by the
proper official of that department in the interest of the
War Records Bureau, but are for the present and
future benefit of living veterans, or their widows, who
apply for State or military aid, or pensions, or admis-
sion to the Soldiers’ Home, or for burial purposes.
The certificates of service needed for these purposes
are called for by thousands every year. The whole
number given out since the war would figure probably
130,000.

JAMES G. FRYE
id jutant General.

WM. M. OLIN
'ecretary of the Commonwealth.

HENRY E. TURNER,
Auditor of Accounts


