
HOUSE No. 1344.

House of Representatives, April 18, 1907.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill to authorize the city of Taunton to sup-
ply water to the inhabitants of the town of Dighton (House,
No. 1196), report recommending that the bill be amended
by the substitution of the accompanying bill.

For the committee

edwin t. Mcknight.

tonnunuucciltl) of illassadjusctts.
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AN ACT
To authorize the City of Taunton to supply Water to

the Inhabitants of the Town of Dighton.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The city of Taunton may supply the
2 inhabitants of the town of Dighton with water for
3 the extinguishment of fires and for domestic and
4 other purposes, and may construct and lay con-
-5 duits, pipes and other works, under or over any
6 lands, water courses, railroads, railways and pub-
-7 lie or private ways, and along any such ways in
8 the town of Dighton in such manner as not unnec-
-9 essarily to obstruct the same; and for the purpose

10 of constructing, maintaining and repairing such
11 conduits, pipes and other works, and for all pur-
-12 poses of this act, the city of Taunton may enter
13 upon and dig up any such lands and ways: provided,
14 however, that the said city shall not enter upon or
15 dig up any public ways in the town of Dighton,
16 except with the consent of the selectmen thereof;
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17 and the city of Taunton shall restore to the satis-
-18 faction of the selectmen of the town of Dighton the
19 public ways dug up or otherwise disturbed in said
20 town, and shall pay all damages sustained by any
21 person in consequence of any act or neglect upon
22 the part of the city of Taunton, its agents or em-

-23 ployees, in digging up or otherwise disturbing any
24 lands or public or private ways within the said
25 town.

1 Section 2. The city of Taunton may distribute
2 water through the town of Dighton or any part
3 thereof, and may regulate the use of such water
4 and fix and collect rates for the use of the same;
5 and the town of Dighton or any fire district now
6 or hereafter established therein may make such
7 contracts with the city of Taunton for water for
8 extinguishing fires and for other purposes as may
9 be agreed upon between said town or fire district

10 and the city of Taunton; and the said city may es-
-11 tablish and maintain fountains and hydrants in the
12 said town and mav relocate or discontinue the same.

1 Section 3. Said town shall raise annually, in
2 the manner provided in the following section, a sum
3 sufficient to pay the city of Taunton such annual
4 sums as shall be stipulated by said city in the con-
-5 tract between said city and said town for hydrant
6 rentals or for water for extinguishing fires and
7 other purposes, as provided in section tw'O.

1 Section 4. The assessors of said town shall an-
-2 nually, in accordance with the preceding section,
3 assess a separate tax equal to the amount provided
4 for in the above section, justly and equitably, in
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5 proportion to the particular benefits to each estate,
6 upon all taxable property contained within zones
7 or belts extending one thousand feet on each side
8 from the centre of any public, private or other way
9 in which pipes or other structures for the convey-

-10 ance of water have been laid, and are in use under
11 the provisions of this act, so that said zones shall
12 be two thousand feet wide, and in length the said
13 zones shall extend along the said ways respectively
14 to a point five hundred feet beyond the last hydrant
15 or other fixture on any such way from which water
16 can be drawn for extinguishing fires.
17 Any person or corporation aggrieved by reason

18 of the refusal of the assessors to abate a tax levied
19 under this act shall have the same right of appeal
20 to the county commissioners or superior court for
21 an abatement as now exists for any town tax.
22 The tax above provided for shall be collected in
23 the same manner in which town taxes are collected.

1 Sectiox 5. The town shall have the right at any
2 time after it shall have been authorized to supply
3 itself and its inhabitants with water, and shall
4 have voted so to do, to take or acquire by purchase
5 or otherwise the property and all the rights and
6 privileges of the city within said town, on payment
7 to the city of the actual cost of its works and prop-
-8 erty of all kinds held under the provisions of this
9 act at the time of such purchase or taking. The

10 city shall keep a separate account of the cost and
11 construction expenses of its plant within the town,
12 which account shall be open to the selectmen or to
13 any committee appointed for the purpose by the
14 town. In case the town shall have voted to supply
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15 with water that portion of the town which is sup-
-16 plied by said city it shall purchase said works,
17 property, rights, and privileges. If said town can-

-18 not agree with said city upon the amount of the
19 actual cost thereof upon the basis hereinbefore
20 specified, then, upon a bill in equity brought either
21 by the city or by the town, the supreme judicial
22 court shall ascertain and fix said total actual cost
23 upon the basis hereinbefore specified, and shall en-
-24 force the right of the town to take possession of
25 said property, rights and privileges, upon the pay-
-26 ment of such cost to the city, and shall enforce the
27 obligation of the town to purchase said property,
28 rights and privileges and to pay said city the cost
29 thereof as so ascertained.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage, but shall become void unless the city of
3 Taunton shall begin to distribute water through its
4 pipes to consumers in the town of Dighton within
5 three years after the passage of this act.




