
HOUSE No, 1481.

House op Representatives, May 1, 1907.

The committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No.
826) of James T. O’Reilly and another for legislation to
provide for the construction and maintenance of a bridge
over the Merrimac river in the city of Lawrence, report the
accompanying bill.

For the committee

CHARLES J. WIER.

House of Representatives, May 22, 1907

The committee on Counties on the part of the House, to

whom was referred the Bill relative to the construction ot a

bridge over the Merrimac river in the city of Lawrence,
report that the same ought to pass, in a new draft, herewith
submitted.

For the committee

CLARENCE J. FOG(

tonmontumitl) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

AN ACT
Relative to the Construction of a Bridge over the Merrimac

River in the City of Lawrence.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The commissioners appointed under the
2 authority of chapter five hundred and thirteen of the
3 acts of the year nineteen hundred and six to take steps
4 in respect to the construction of a central bridge with
5 suitable approaches over the Merrimac river in the city
6 of Lawrence at a point between the present Broadway
7 bridge and the Union street bridge, in addition to the
8 powers granted under said chapter five hundred and thir-
-9 teen of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and six,

10 are hereby authorized to construct said bridge and the
11 approaches thereto at an expense not exceeding five hun-
-12 dred thousand dollars. The said commissioners are

13 hereby authorized to purchase any lands, rights, ease-
-14 ments or other property which they deem necessary for
15 the purpose of this act, including the present Boston and

of Mlassacfyusetts
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16 Lowell bridge, so called, and any lands, rights or ease-
-17 ments now belonging or appertaining to the said Boston
18 and Lowell railroad or the Boston and Maine railroad,
19 or both, on both sides of said Boston and Lowell bridge,

20 so called, including the terminal of the Boston and Lowell
1 railroad. The said commissioners are hereby further a

22 thorized to purchase all, or such part thereof as to them
23 seems discreet, of the lands, rights or easements located
24 between Essex, Amesbury and Lawrence streets in said

5 Lawrence, including any lands, rights or easements be-
-6 longing to the Boston and Lowell railroad or the Boston
7 and Maine railroad included within the territory bounded

28 by said streets. In case any lands, rights or easements
29 are taken under said chapter five hundred and thirteen,
30 the commission shall cause to be recorded in the registry

31 of deeds for the northern district of the county of Essex
2 a statement containing a description of the same, such

33 as is usual in a conveyance of land, and upon such re-
34 cording the title to such lands, rights or easements shall
35 vest in the city. In case there shall be purchased under
36 the authority hereof any lands, rights or easements in
37 land belonging or appertaining in any way to the Boston
38 and Maine railroad or the Boston and Lowell railroad,
39 the said corporation shall, upon such purchase, be re-
-40 leased from any obligation to maintain a railroad upon
41 such land, or to pay rent or other compensation to any
42 person or corporation for the use of such lands, rights or
43 easements

1 Section 2. The damages to property sustained by
2 reason of any act done under the authority hereof or
3 under the authority of said chapter five hundred and
4 thirteen shall be assessed as in the case of lane

highways, and persons aggrieved by such a
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1

6 proceed in the same manner as in the case of land taken
7 for highway purposes at any time within two years after
8 the taking of the land or doing of the act by which the

1 damage was incurred. The expense of constructing the
said bridge and of the approaches thereto shall in the10

first instance he paid by the city of Lawrence. Upon the1 I

completion of said bridge and the approaches thereto the1
13 county of Essex shall pay into the treasury of the city of
14 Lawrence the sum of one hundred thousand dollars; hut
15 in no case shall the county of Essex he hound to pay more
16 than the said amount for the said purpose.

Section 3. The said commissioners are hereby au-1

thorized to grant to a street railway company a location
•onstruction and maintenanceupon said bridge for the

of its track or tracks, pole and wires for the operation
n such terms and conditions

i

its railway thereon, up-
to the safety and repair if the way as the commission-(

street railway company shallers shall decide. The said
8 pay for the same a sum equal to ten per cent of the
9 of said bridge, but not to exceed the sum of thirty thu

10 sand dollars. The said location so granted shall not 1
11 revoked, except by the said commissioners after pul
12 notice and a hearing, and no such revocation shall 1
13 valid until approved by the hoard of railroad commission

rs. In the event of the rights herein conferred as to a
railway on said bridge not being exercised durinj
t-m of office of the commissioners, the such right

ay be exercised by the city council of the city of Law
nee and no grant of a location as aforesaid shall hi1

evoked, except after public notice and hearing, and n
uch revocation shall he valid until approved by the hoar
d railroad commissioners.

19
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2 rence is hereby authorized to borrow a sum not exceed-
3 ing three hundred thousand dollars, and to issue therefor

4 notes or bonds, payable at periods not exceeding thirty
5 years from the date thereof, and hearing interest, payable
6 semi-annually, at such rate, not exceeding four per cent,
7 as the city treasurer shall determine. Such notes or
8 bonds shall he signed by the treasurer and countersigned

1 by the mayor, and shall hear on their face the word
10 Lawrence Central Bridge Loan, Act of 1907. They

11 may he sold upon such terms and conditions as the mayor
12 and city treasurer shall deem best, provided that they
13 shall not he sold for less than the par value thereof. Such
14 notes or bonds shall he issued upon the condition that the
15 city may pay or redeem the same at any time after five
16 years from the date of issue thereof. ISTo purchaser of

17 any of the said notes or bonds shall he responsible for the

18 application of the proceeds. The said sum. shall not he
19 reckoned in determining the statutory limit of indehted-
20 ness of the city

1 Section 5. The city council of said city shall at the

2 time of authorizing said loan provide for the payment
3 thereof in such annual proportionate payments as will

push the same within the time prescribed in thi

nd thereafter, without further action by the cit;city

6 council, the amount required for such payments shall he

7 assessed by the assessors of said city in each year in the

8 same manner in which other taxes are assessed under the
9 provisions of section thirty-seven of chapter twelve of the

10 Revised Laws, until the debt incurred by the city is ex-

it tinguished. To meet the expenses incurred by the county
12 of Essex by this act the county commissioners of the saic
13 county are hereby authorized and directed to borrow or

1 Section 4. Eor the above purposes the city of Law-
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1-t the credit of the county the sum of one hundred thousand
15 dollars.

1 Section 6. In order to provide for its share of the
2 expenses to be incurred under the provisions of this act,
3 the county of Essex, acting by the county commission-
-4 ers, is hereby authorized to borrow a sum not exceeding
5 one hundred thousand dollars and to issue notes or bonds
6 therefor. Such notes or bonds shall be payable at pe-
-7 riods not exceeding thirty years from the date thereof,
8 shall bear interest payable semi-annually at such rate,
9 not exceeding four per cent per annum, as the county com-

10 missioners may determine, shall be signed by the county
11 commissioners, and shall bear on their face the words,
12 Essex County Lawrence Bridge Loan, Act of 1907. They
13 may be sold upon such terms and conditions as the county
14 commissioners may deem expedient, but they shall not
15 be sold for less than their par value. The said notes or
16 bonds shall be issued upon the condition that the county
17 may pay or redeem the same at any time after five years
18 from the date of issue. Eo purchaser of such notes or
19 bonds shall be responsible for the application of the pro-
-20 ceeds. The county commissioners shall at the time of
21 making said loan, provide for the payment thereof in
22 such annual proportionate payments as will extinguish
23 the same within the time prescribed by this act, and the
24 said amount shall be raised annually by taxation in the
25 same manner in which other county taxes are assessed
26 and collected.

1 Section 7. JSTo work shall be done in the construction
2 of the aforesaid bridge or its approaches until plans there-

3 for have been submitted to and approved by the board of
4 railroad commissioners. Said plans shall not be approved
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5 by the board of railroad commissioners until assurances
6 satisfactory to said board have been given by the Boston
7 and Maine railroad and the Boston and Lowell railroad
8 that adequate railroad facilities will be provided.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage




