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(Commomueolti) of illassadiusctto.
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepresenlativ

I have the honor to herewith present, in compliance with
chapter 50 of the Resolves of 1860, a report of the 29 pardons issued by the Governor, with the advice of the Council
during the year of my administration lust closed
Of the number thus released, 5 were in the State Prison,
5 in houses of correction, 12 in the Massachusetts Reformatory, 5 in the Reformatory Pris m for Women and 2 were in
insane hospitals. Serious illne
was the controlling reason
discharge
for the
of 4.
CURTIS GUILD, Jr

No. 1.

George

JAN

PARDON

Convicted of being idle and

O’H

uJune 19, 1905. Senon
an
indeterminate
minatory
1906, upon the recommendanposed the sentence, on the
tion of Judge M
O’Hare was
Hind that he had been sufficiently punished.
evidently sentenced under
u
a misapprehension.

Jisorderlv, Police Court

tenced to the Masss
sentence. Pardon

once,

t

No. 2. Fred W. Peach. Convicted of breaking and
entering and larceny, Superior Court, Essex County, Jan
23, 1905. Sentenced to the House of Correction for three
years.
106, upon the recommendation
Pardoned F
of the prison physician. T le prisoner was suffering from
tuberculosis of the lungs ai 1 larynx. He was in an advanced stage of the disease, with no possibility of recovery.
He died a few days after his release.
No. 3. Albert Morse. Convicted of statutory rape,
Superior Court, Bristol County, Feb. 14, 1903. Sentenced
to State Prison for from live to seven years. Pardoned Feb.
28, 1906, upon the recommendation of all the town officers
of Mansfield, the complainant and other leading citizens.
Newly discovered evidence submitted to the pardon committee satisfied them that without a doubt he was guilty of a
less serious crime than that for which he was convicted. He
had

no

counsel at the time.

No. 4. II erbert E. Hill, Convicted of murder, second
degree, Superior Court, Suffolk County, Aug. 15, 1902.
Sentenced to the Worcester Insane
for life.
life.
ParInsane Hospital
Hospital for
Pardoned March 7, upon the recommendation of the chairman
tate Board of Insanity and the
and executive officei
Ins
Hospital at Worcester.
superintendent
On the night before the homicide Hill was outmost of the
night. He had been at Revere Beach, and later had been
riding about the city in an open carriage. He was found by
the milkman in the hallway of his own house about 6 o’clock
in the morning of July 8, 1902. He went to his room for
a while, then went out and bought a revolver and cartrido-es
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and returned to the house. About 9 o’clock in the mornii
his mother was in the kitchen, and, hearin
Hill with a revolver. He fired at her
worm
the 1
Th
lo w
the hallway between him and
i out

Alt
ind

th

1

tendon called to the matt
insane hospital. Thereafte
to the district attorney’s offic
ad before Judge Bond. T
length, and Judge Bond stat
with bv the Governor and (
edge of the condition of th
cide.
The chairman and executiv
Insanity stated
We have made

a

bareheaded

insane hospital he escaped there
His mother was very
ome.
lice, upon having their ataused Hill’s return to the
upon information being given
by Dr. Quinby, a hearing was
natter was then considered at
that the matter must be dealt
mncil. Dr. Jelly had knowlfendaut just before the homiofficer of the State Board of

careful examination of the patient with respect
his record at the hospital and the

to his present mental condi
circumstances

leading up

to the commission of the homicide.

agree with Dr. Quint
Hospital, that he has entirely
hospital

mental
danger

record

We

uperintendent of the Worcester

•ecovered from his insanity. The
has been free from symptoms of

for abou
three years. The only possible
which could arise from his discharge would be due to a
derangement

recurrence of his

insanity.

T

uch

recurrence

is

tary predisposition to in-

sanity, and his mental derang
At the age of eighteen he c
temptation

to gen

ment

was

due to special causes,

under conditions

me

to which he

kdown at the

the three years precedin
twenty-one.

of unusual

was subiect durin

He is not

n

age

of

brought

ild
tances.

We are confirmed in this

opinion

by

his conduct durii

the last two years at the hospital. He has had
hospital grounds, and ample opportunity to show any tendei
sipation and untrustworthiness ; but he has been exemplary in
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his conduct, entirely trustworthy, and has shown no disposition to
do a wrong act. His natural tendencies are good. He was in
great mental distress, and purchased the revolver for the purpose
of taking his own life. The homicide was the result of a sudden,
purposeless, insane impulse, which might occur in any case of
insanity. There was no premeditation, no delusion, and no enmity
toward his sister. Therefore we recommend Mr. Hill’s discharge
from the Worcester Insane Hospital.
He was released on condition that he report at least once
in each calendar month to the executive officer of the State
Board of Insanity for the three years next following the date
of his release.
No. 5. Cyrus Morrell. Convicted of larceny in a
building, Superior Court, Bristol County, June 16, 1904.
Sentenced to the State Prison for from two and a half to four
years. Pardoned March 19, 1906, upon the recommendation of the prison physician. Morrell was in the last stages
of pulmonary tuberculosis, with no hope of recovery.

No. 6.

David Bates.

Convicted of breaking and enter-

ing, Superior Court, Norfolk County, Sept. 11, 1901.
Sentenced to State Prison for from six to ten years. Pardoned April 18, 1906, upon the recommendation of some of
the most prominent citizens of Hingham. This was the
prisoner’s first offence. This severe sentence was imposed
by the judge under a misapprehension, as he has since
certified.
No. 7.

Samuel McGlinchv.

Convicted of larceny, Superior Court, Suffolk County, Oct. 16, 1905. Sentenced to
the House of Correction for two years. Pardoned May 2,
1906, upon the recommendation of the prison physicians.
The prisoner was in an advanced stage of pulmonary tuberculosis. He was pardoned to go immediately to Colorado.
Xo. 8. Harry B. Hibbard. Convicted of larceny, Superior Court, Suffolk County, Sept. 25, 1905. Sentenced
to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate
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sentence.

Pardoned May 16, 1906, upon the recommendation of the judge who imposed the sentence, and the district
attorney, on the ground that he had been sufficiently punished,
and would hereafter become a good citizen. This was his
first offence.
No. 9. Catherine A. Shea.
Convicted of being
a
O
drunkard,
mmon
District Court, Winchendon, July 6,
1905. Sentenced to the Reformatory Prison for Women on
an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned May 16, 1906, upon
the recommendation of many of the leading citizens of Winchendon. She had never been arrested before. Immediate

employment awaited her.
No. 10. Octave Vermillion. Convicted of breaking
and entering, Superior Court, Berkshire County, July 17,
1905. Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an
indeterminate sentence. Pardoned May 16, 1906, upon the
recommendation and request of the boy’s father, who caused
his arrest. The time already served seemed to the pardon
committee adequate for the slight offence committed.

Convicted of burning a building, Superior Court, Plymouth County, Oct. 20, 1905.
Sentenced to the House of Correction for two years. Pardoned May 29, 1906, upon the recommendation of the prison
physician and the town officials of Carver, where the crime
was committed.
She was very dangerously ill with valvular disease of the heart and disease of the kidneys.
She
was indicted jointly with her brother for setting fire to an unoccupied dwelling house belonging to the applicant. The
fire was almost immediately discovered and extinguished.
attempt was made to pro
The loss was trifling, and i
No. 11.

Alice G. Shaw.

;l

loss under the polk

Convicted of larceny, Second
No. 12. Amos Auclaik.
ty,
Feb. 17, 1906. Sentenced
Court,
District
Bristol Cou
to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sen
tence. Pardoned June 29, 1906, upon the recommendation
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of many of the leading citizens of New Bedford and the
justice who imposed the sentence, on the ground that he had
been sufficiently punished. The offence was a very slight

No. 13.

Charlie Lung. Convicted of sodomy, Superior Court, Worcester County, May 17, 1904. Sentenced
to the House of Correction for three years. Pardoned July
5, 1906, upon the recommendation of the district attorney
and the Imperial Chinese Consul.
The prisoner’s family
were in very destitute circumstances in China, and likely to
die for lack of food. Immediate employment awaited him,
which would enable him to provide for their support.
No. 14. Betsy Whalen. Convicted of drunkenness,
Police Court of Lee, March 15, 1906. Sentenced to the
Reformatory Prison for Women on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned July 18, 1906. Betsy Whalen was a
feeble old woman, seventy years of age, unable to work and
very deaf. She was pardoned to be taken care of by a
daughter in Connecticut.

No. 15. Mary Gigliotti. Convicted of drunkenness,
District Court, Northern Berkshire, April 24, 1906. Sentenced to the Reformatory Prison for Women on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned July 18, 1906, upon the
recommendation of the judge who imposed the sentence,
who was of the opinion that the ends of justice had been
met.

No. 16. Malcolm M. McNeil. Convicted of rape,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, Oct. 17, 1904. Sentenced
to State Prison for from seven to ten years. Pardoned July
25, 1906, upon the recommendation of the district attorney,
who had very carefully investigated the case, and was of the
opinion that McNeil’s conviction of a crime greater than
adultery was a miscarriage of justice. The complainant
also recommended

a pardon.

ENATJ

X

I
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Xo. 17. John A. Cooke
Convicted of larceny, Southern District Court, Norfolk ( )unty, June 24. 190
fenced to the Massachusetts R formatory on an indeterminate
sentence. Pardoned Aug. 1 1906, upon the ground that
he had been sufficiently pin
mplainant rc
ommended a pardon
No. 18.

Conv

t

rceny,

Central

tv. ,)i

matoiy, on on indeterminate
1906, upon the recommenda-

,

Ernest Nelson
District Court, Middlesex Co
to the Massachusetts Eefo
sentence. Pardoned Aug. 1
tion of the justice who impo
had all the facts in
that,
attention at the time of trial
“

led the sentence, who certified
the case been brought to his
the prisoner would have been

placed on probation.”

1

No. 19. John Foley. Convicted of breaking and enteri 112;, Central District Court Middlesex County, May 4,
1906. Sentenced to the Ma sachusetts Reformatory on an
indeterminate sentence. Par ioned Sept. 14, 1906. Foley
seventeen years of age (who 1 id never before been arrested
in company with two other b ys, started out into the country
to go camping. They reach 1 Lexington about midnight.
They entered a barn and st
ne hens, a horse blanket
and some other articles. T y were all arrested the next
morning. Foley would pre
bly have been placed on
probation if his parents had ieen informed of his arrest,
The other boys were old offei ers. His parents needed his
help, as they were both in po r health.

i

No. 20. Henry F. Kennedy. Convicted of being
District Court, Worcestt
tubborn child, Third Southc
County, June 20, 1906. Sentenced to the Massachusetts
Reformatory on an indeterm
14, 1906, upon the recommendation of t
and the justice who imposed the sentence. Th
venteen

years ot

his mother, who supposed the i
he could be released any time.
perfect

i
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Convicted of forgery and
uttering, Superior Court, Suffolk County, March 13, 1906.
Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned Oct. 3, 1906. Levin was pronounced by experts to be insane, and was undoubtedly of
unsound mind when the crime was committed. Pie was
taken to Buffalo, N. Y., the home of his father, to be placed
No. 21.

in

an

insane

Frank R. Levin.

in that

asylum

city.

No. 22. Joseph St. John. Convicted of murder,
second degree, Supreme Judicial Court, Worcester County,
Dec. 18, 1882. Sentenced to State Prison for life. Pardoned Nov. 23, 1906, upon the recommendation of the pardon
committee of 1905, who reported Dec. 13, 1905, “that the
pardon should not be granted at once, as executive clemency
has already been extended to two life prisoners during the
year, but that we hope that a future council may act favorably on the petition.” The petition also bore the endorsement of the present and former chaplains of the State Prison,
including Rev. Joseph G. Anderson, Rev. Augustine D.
Malley, Rev. E. J. Moriarty and Rev. John W. F. Barnes,
who
believe that twenty-four years of confinement have
been sufficient, and that an act of clemency by the Chief
Executive of the State in such a deserving case will materially
help the prison discipline in holding out to deserving
prisoners, long confined there, some hope of mercy. It is
seldom that the chaplains of the prison present the case of a
life man for pardon but in this exceptional case both the
present and former chaplains feel prompted to make this
appeal in his behalf, and therefore kindly ask that clemency
be shown to this life man, who, if pardoned, will leave the
State and take up his abode in the west, where relatives and
friends have prepared to help him to lead a new life.”
The crime for which St. John was sentenced was committed when he was only eighteen years of a ire, and the evidence in the case showed that both he and his victim had
been drinking at the time. St. John admitted the shooting.
His conduct at the State Prison has been most exemplary,
he having received only one reprimand in twenty-four years,
“

;

that beins' for talking.

1907
No. 23.
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Narramore.

9

Convicted

,

)

murder, second degree, Sup rior Court, Worcester County,
May 21, 1901. Sentenced t the Worcester Insane Hospital
for life. Pardoned Nov. 26 1906. Mrs. Narramore killed
her entire family of six children, and tried to commit suicide
at her home in Coldbrook Springs, six years 'ago. She had
been subjected to severe privations by her husband, and in a
frenzy clubbed her littl
to death and tried to cut her
throat after she made an att impt to set'the house on lire.
The woman became desperat and the pitiful pleadings of
her children for food which he could not give them unbalanced her reason.
The house was a picture of abject
and
the
was
family
absolutely destitute. The jury
povei'ty,
returned a verdict of not guilty, by reason of insanity,
and Mrs. Xarrainore was sentenced to the Worcester Insane
Hospital for the rest of her natural life. The pardon was
recommended by Dr. Quinby, superintendent of the hospital,
who says that she has entirely recovered, and that she may
be safely pardoned and allowed to leave the hospital. He is
satisfied that there is no reason to suppose that her mind
will become unbalanced again a the conditions which brought
about her insanity could never a. jain exist. District Attorney
Taft also made a careful « x mination of the case, and
reported that her sanity has een entirely restored, and
recommended that she be dis< barged

No. 24. Joseph F. McAleer.
Convicted of stubbornness, Newton Police Court, July 3, 1906. Sentenced
to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned Dec. 5, 1906, upon the recommendation
of the Chief of Police of Ne- ton and the clerk and probation
)urt, on the ground that he
officer of the Newton Polio
had been sufficiently punish
He was but fifteen years of
reformatory.
and
recor
the
n
had a perfect
age,
(

No. 25. Mary Gillespie. Convicted of drun
before Trial Justice Hill, Essex County, May 21
utenced to the Reformatory Prison on an indeterminate
ii
sentence. Pardoned Dec. 5, 1906, upon the recommend
utt
tion of Trial Justice Hill, w
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he had a family of five small children, who needed
care.
Her husband had steady employment and
a mother’s
good
home,
a
ft was believed that the punishment she had
received was sufficient, and that she would hereafter lead an
orderly life
Louis Feinbbec
Convicted of larceny and
breaking and entering, Super n- Court, Worcester County,
Nov. 2, 1905. Sentenced tc the House of Correction for
twenty-eight months, on two indictments. Pardoned Dec.
6, 1906, upon the recommendation of the district attorney,
on the ground that there was reason to believe that the
prisoner was innocent of the charge of breaking and entering,
and that he had been sufficiently punished for the crime of
N

larceny.

No. 27. John Chapman. Convicted of assault, Superior Court, Berkshire County, Jan. 16, 1906. Sentenced
to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned Dec. 9, 1906, upon the recommendation of
Judge Tenney, justice Police Court, and other prominent
citizens of Williamstown, where the alleged crime was committed, who were of the opinion that his punishment had
been adequate, and that the ends of justice would be served
by his release. He was eighteen years of age when committed.
No. 28. D. Walter Faulkner. Convicted of larceny,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, Oct. 20, 1906. Sentenced
to the Massachusetts Reformatory on an indeterminate sentence. Pardoned Dec. 26, 1906, on the ground that the ends
ot justice had been met. The offence consisted of the larceny
of seventeen dollars and seventy-five cents. Restitution has
been made. He was the sole support of his wife and child,
He had an entirely perfect re ord in the

reformatory.

No. 29. Mary E. Amblei
Convicted of murder, second
degree, Superior Court, Worcc ter County, Aug. 27, 1903.
Sentenced to the Massachusetts Reformatory for life. Par-
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doned Dec. 26, 1906 upon the recommendation of the distric
attorney. The prisoner worked as a domestic for a fan
in Rutland, and, being pregnant and about to
the family for whom she worked refused to have her on t
premises,
bhe was sent to the hospital in Worcester, when
she gave birth to a child. Sh afterward returned with the
child to Rutland, it being a col 1, rainy day. Between 7 anc
8 o’clock in
iho 1c
even!
the evening
sh
in the
ft the child in a field by the
roadside, and went to he
in’s home in Sutton, at which
place she was arrested. The rain turned to snow and completely covered the child, and it was several days before the
body was discovered. The child was warmly wrapped up
when she abandoned it. Her conduct in the reformatory
had been perfect.
had been
rfect. If she
she had
been convicted
convicted sinmlv
simply nf*
abandoning her child, and
immitted to the reformatory on
an indeterminate sentence, she would have been released
long ago but she was indict I for murder, and sentenced for
that offence. Other persor
have been committed on an
indeterminate sentence for abandoning their children, and
earned a permit to be at liberty in one year from the time of
their sentence. All who were conversant with the affair were
satisfied that it was a case where executive clemency mig
well be granted
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