
SENATE No. 346.

Senate, May 21, 1907.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was com-
mitted the Senate Bill relative to automobiles and motor
cycles (Senate, No. 325), report that the same ought to
pass, in a new draft, with the same title.

For the committee,

JAS. F. SHAW.

Commonrocaltl) of iHassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

AN ACT
Relative to Automobiles and Motor Cycles.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter four hundred and seventy-
-2 three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
3 three is hereby amended by striking out section one
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 1. All automobiles and motor cycles, ex-
-6 cept ambulances, fire engines and road rollers, shall
7 be registered by the owner or person in control there-
-8 of in accordance with the provisions of this act. Ap-
-9 plication for such registration may be made by mail

10 or otherwise, to the Massachusetts highway commis-
-11 sion or any agent thereof designated for this
12 purpose, upon blanks prepared under its authority.
13 The application shall, in addition to such other
14 particulars as may be required by said commis-
-15 sion, contain a statement of the name, place of resi-
-16 deuce and address of the applicant, with a brief de-
-17 scription of the automobile or motor cycle, including
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18 the name of the maker, the number, if any, affixed
19 by the maker, the number and size of cylinders, the
20 character of the motor power, and the amount of
21 such motor power stated in figures of horse power;
22 and with such application shall be deposited the fob
23 lowing registration fees, namely: for each motor
24 cycle, express wagon, truck, traction engine or other
25 vehicle used solely for business purposes, two dol-
-26 lars; for each automobile other than those enumer-
-27 ated, a sum to be determined by said commission,
28 taking into consideration the damage which such
29 automobiles cause the state highways and the
30 amount of revenue required to repair such damage:
31 provided, however, that the fees required for regis-
-32 tration of automobiles other than those of the first
33 enumerated class shall not be less in any year than
34 five dollars for an automobile under thirty horse
35 power, nor more than fifteen dollars for an automo-
-36 bile of thirty horse power and above. The said com-

:7 mission or its duly authorized agent shall then reg
18 ister, in a book to be kept for the purpose, the
19 automobile or motor cycle described in the applica

40 tion, giving to such automobile or motor cycle
41 a distinguishing number or other mark, and shall

applicant a certificate of reg-
zate shall contain the name,

42 thereupon issue to the
43 istration. Said certifi

address of the applicant and
or mark, shall prescribe the
registered number or mark

44 place of residence and
45 the registered number
46 manner in which said

splayed upon the automobile
all be in such form and con-

47 shall be inscribed or di
48 or motor cycle, and si

si ons as the commission ma’v49 tain such further prov
50 determine. A proper record of all applications and
51 of all certificates issued shall be kept by the com-
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52 mission at its main office, and shall be open to the
53 inspection of any person during reasonable business
54 hours. The certificate of registration shall always
55 be carried in some easily accessible place in the au-
-56 tomobile or motor cycle described therein. Upon
57 the transfer of ownership of any automobile or
58 motor cycle, the fee for registration of which under
59 this act is two dollars, its registration shall expire,
60 and the person in whose name such vehicle is regis-
-61 tered shall immediately return the certificate of reg-
-62 istration to the commission, with a written notice
63 containing the date of such transfer, and the name,
64 residence and place of address of said owner. Upon
65 the transfer of any automobile, the fee for registra-
-66 tion of which under this act is at least five dollars,

67 the transferee shall forthwith notify the commission
68 in writing of the transfer, setting forth his name,
69 residence and place of address, the registration num-
-70 her of said automobile, the date of such transfer and
71 the name and address of the transferor. Upon the
72 receipt of such notice, accompanied by a fee of two
73 dollars, he shall be entitled to a new registration of
74 said automobile for the balance of the time covered
75 by the former registration. If said purchaser does
76 not within ten days from the date of the purchase
77 give to said commission such notice, the registration
78 of said automobile shall expire.
79 The registration of every automobile, the fee for
80 registering which under this section is at least five
81 dollars, heretofore granted by said commission, shall
82 expire upon the last day of December in the year
83 nineteen hundred and seven, and the registration of
84 such an automobile hereafter granted shall expire
85 on the last day of December in the year following
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such registration. The said commission shall on or
before the first day of December in each year de-
termine the fees to be charged for such registra-
tions for the following year, and shall give written
notice thereof to each owner or person in control

86
s i

88

89

90

of an automobile as evidenced by the records of
its office and subject to such registration fee. The
Massachusetts highway commission, at its dis-

91
92

)

94 cretion, may assign to any person who so surren-
-95 ders his registration certificate and who desires to

register another automobile or motor cycle the dis96

97 tinguishing number or mark described in the sur
98 rendered certificate. No number or number plate
99 other than those prescribed by the Massachusetts

100 highway commission in its certificates of registra

101 tion shall be displayed on any automobile or motor
102 cycle operated in this Commonwealth: provided
103 however, that anv automobile or motor cycle owned
104 by a non-resident of this state who has complied
105 with the laws relative to motor vehicles and tin
106 operation thereof of the state in which he resides
107 may be operated by such owner on the roads and
108 highways of this state for a period not exceedin
109 two days without the license, certificate of registra
110 tion and number plates furnished by the Massa

112 shall have displayed upon it the distinguishing
113 number or mark of the state in which the owner
114 thereof resides and none other until the vehicle i
115 registered in accordance with the provisions of

Section 2. Section two of said chapter is hereb
amended by striking out the word “ ten,” in the

11l chusetts highway commission. Every such vehicl

116 this section
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3 last line, and inserting in place thereof the words:
4 twenty-five, - so as to read as follows: -
5 Section 2. Every manufacturer of or dealer in
6 automobiles or motor cycles may, instead of regis-
-7 tering each automobile or motor cycle owned or con-
-8 trolled by him, make application upon a blank pro-
-9 vided by said commission for a general distinguish-

-10 ing number or mark, and said commission may, if
11 satisfied of the facts stated in said application, grant
12 said application, and issue to the applicant a certifi-
-13 cate of registration containing the name, place of
14 residence and address of the applicant, and the gen-
-15 eral distinguishing number or mark assigned to him,
16 and made in such form and containing such further
17 provisions as said commission may determine; and
18 all automobiles and motor cycles owned or con-
19 trolled by such manufacturer or dealer shall, until
20 sold or let for hire or loaned for a period of more
21 than five successive days, be regarded as registered
22 under such general distinguishing number or mark.
23 The fee for every such certificate of registration
24 shall be twenty-five dollars.

1 Section 3. Section twelve of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by striking out all after the word
3 “ Commonwealth,” in the third line thereof, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: and said
5 fees, together with all other fees received by said
6 commission under the laws of this Commonwealth
7 relating to the use and operation of automobiles and
8 motor cycles, shall be credited by the treasurer
9 and receiver general to a fund to be known as the

10 “ Highway Maintenance Fund.” An amount not
11 exceeding eighty-five per cent of said fund and ap-
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12 propriated therefrom by the general court shall be
13 expended in each year for the maintenance and
11 repair of state highways, and an amount not ex-
-15 ceediug fifteen per cent of said fund and appropri-
-16 ated therefrom by the general court shall be
17 expended in each year for the maintenance and
18 repair of boulevards of the metropolitan park sys-
-19 tern, —so as to read as follows:

10 Section 13. The fees received under the provi-
-21 sions of this act shall be paid monthly by the sec-
-22 retary of the highway commission into the treas-
23 ury of the Commonwealth; and said fees, together
21 with all other fees received by said commission
25 under the laws of this Commonwealth relating to
26 the use and operation of automobiles and motor
27 cycles, shall be credited by the treasurer and re-
-28 ceiver general to a fund to be known as the
29 “ Highway Maintenance Fund.” An amount not
30 exceeding eighty-five per cent of said fund and ap-
-31 propriated therefrom by the general court shall be

2 expended in each year for the maintenance and
33 repair of state highways, and an amount not ex-
-31 eeeding fifteen per cent of said fund and appropri-
-35 ated therefrom by the general court shall be
36 expended in each year for the maintenance and
37 repair of boulevards of the metropolitan park sys-
-38 tern.

1 Section 1. This act shall take effect upon its
passage,




