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Commontocaltl) of Jttassarijitsettsh

The Committee on State House, to which was referred 
that portion of the annual address of His Excellency the 
Governor which relates to additional accommodations for 
State departments, hoards and commissions, respectfully re
port as follows: —

The committee, through a sub-committee, has been in con
sultation upon this subject with a committee of the Boston 
Society of Architects specially appointed for the purpose by 
Hr. Robert S. Peabody, president of that organization. The 
committee has also been made acquainted with the views of 
Hr. Charles E. Brigham, the architect of the present State 
House, and with Mr. Ernest W. Bowditch, the landscape 
architect who laid out the State House grounds as they are 
at present.

Your committee is of the opinion that any plan which 
may be adopted for the enlargement of the State House 
should contemplate its extension by means of so-called wings 
on either side, which shall be constructed in harmony with 
the present Bulfinch front, and this view we are informed 
has the formal and unanimous approval of the committee of 
the Boston Society of Architects above referred to.

The carrying out of this plan involves the demolition of 
four building's on Mt. Vernon street, now owned by the 
Commonwealth, and upon this site the west wing would be 
erected. The east wing would be constructed on land owned
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by the Commonwealth and which is now a portion of' the 
State House park, extending toward Bowdoin street. The 
net amount of space which would be secured for offices by 
these two extensions and the pavilions which, to complete 
the harmony of the general plan should be advanced from 
the end of each wing toward Beacon street, will be equivalent 
to ten floors of the new Shawmut Bank building.

I t  will be necessary in order that the new west wing of 
the State House may present an unobstructed outlook upon 
Beacon street, to take certain real estate between Mt. Vernon 
place, Hancock avenue and Beacon street.

I t  is proposed that the wings shall extend from the State 
House on either side, so that Mt. Vernon street will run 
behind them and be extended on the east side to Bowdoin 
street, while the regrading of the grounds would make it 
possible to replace the present unsightly mass of brick and 
concrete in the vicinity of the Hooker statute with an at
tractive park, and would also make possible a desirable re
grading of Beacon street in order to afford a more level 
surface for reviews of processions, as well as for traffic and 
pleasure driving.

The sketch of the proposed new facade which your com
mittee submits herewith as a part of this report, was pre
pared by the committee of the Boston Society of Architects 
without expense to the Commonwealth, in order to give an 
impression in a tentative way of the general effect and ap
pearance of the proposed extensions when completed.

If  this general plan is adopted the State House when com
pleted will resemble in general effect the capitol at Wash
ington, of which Charles Bulfinch was also one of the 
architects.

Such an addition to the State House would provide ample 
space for all commissions connected with the State govern
ment such as are now quartered at considerable expense 
outside the State House. Ample opportunity for expan
sion would thus also be afforded for the relief of existing 
crowded conditions in many of the departments located in
side the present State House.

Believing that such an important project should be given
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most careful and deliberate consideration in all its details, 
your committee recommend the passage of the accompanying 
bill.

EDAV ATM) J. BROMBERG, Senate Chairman. 
ALA IN L. WEIGHT, House Chairman. 
THOMAS F. CUELEY.
AETHHE M. TAFT.
MELVIN B. PUTNAM.
DARAVIN E. LYMAN.

• FRANK COLLETTE, J r.
PHILIP J. McGONAGLE.
WILLIAM E. CHESTER.
JOHN J. DRISCOLL.

Attest: EDWIN F. LEONARD, Cleric.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seven.

A A ACT
To provide for a Commission to devise and report a 

P lan  for the Extension of the P resent S tate House 
in the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 

in Gerieral Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. There shall be a commission on the
2 extension of the state house which shall consist of
3 the president of the senate and one senator, to be
4 chosen by him, the speaker of the house of repre-
5 sentatives and one member, to be chosen by him,
6 and one commissioner to be appointed by the gov-
7 ernor, which shall serve without pay. Said com- 
,8 mission shall be authorized to consider plans for the 
9 extension of the present state house in the city of

10 Boston by means of eastern and western wings in
11 harm ony with the general design of the existing
12 Bulfinch f ro n t ; and in connection therew ith to con-
13 sider all questions as to the enlargem ent of the state
14 house, the expense for construction and land dam-
15 ages, accommodations for the library, the several
16 state officers, and boards and commissions, the re-
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17 grading of Beacon street immediately in front of
18 said state house, and further, to consider whether
19 or not commissions established to regulate public
20 service corporations, and commissions established
21 for the metropolitan district, should make conrpen-
22 sation to the Commonwealth for their accommoda-
23 tions in the state house; and shall report the result
24 of their investigations and considerations to the
25 general court on or before the second Wednesday
26 of January in the year nineteen hundred and eight,
27 together with such plans and such recommendations
28 as they may deem wise or expedient in the prem-
29 ises; and the powers of said commission shall ter-
30 minate on the second Wednesday in January of
31 said year, or upon the filing of the report lierein-
32 before referred to. For the purposes herein pro-
33 vided there may be expended from the treasury of
34 the Commonwealth a sum not exceeding two tliou-
35 sand five hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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