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An Act relative to appeals to the appellate tax Chap.2S9
BOARD FROM THE ACTION OF THE STATE TAX COM^USSION
UNDER THE CIGARETTE EXCISE LAW.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 24 of chapter 64C of the General Laws, as appear-
g^^-^J^''-

ing in section 1 of chapter 547 of the acts of 1945, is hereby §2'4,'etc.,'

further amended by striking out, in hnes 2 and 14, the word amended.

"commissioner" and inserting in place thereof, in each in-

stance, the words : — state tax commission.
Approved April 3, 1956.

Chap. 2A0An Act relative to proper clearance of tracks in

railroad yards.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
^^^^^^i^*'^

to defeat its purpose which is to make immediately effective

certain safety measures relating to railroad yards, therefore

it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for

the immediate preservation of the public safety and con-

venience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 160 of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section 134A, as most recently f isiifetc,

amended by chapter 239 of the acts of 1954, and inserting amended.

in place thereof the following section: — Section 134A. cie&Tanceoi

Tracks owned and maintained by a railroad corporation in
tracks'!

"'^"'^'^

a railroad yard shall have a minimum distance between the regulated.

center lines of parallel tracks of not less than thirteen feet,

and the center line of any ladder track, or lead track, con-

structed parallel to any other adjacent track shall have a
clearance of not less than seventeen feet from the center

line of such other track. Platforms or buildings may be
constructed or maintained at a minimum distance of five

feet nine inches from the center line of the track adjacent

to any such platforms or buildings, providing a clearance of

not less than eight feet six inches is maintained on the

opposite side of such track to any fixed structure, or the

track centers to an adjacent track are not less than thirteen

feet.

No other structures or obstructions shall be maintained
in such yard nearer than eight feet and six inches from the

center line of any track; provided, that signals and switch
stands therein which are located between tracks and are

three feet or less in height above the top of the rail may
have a clearance of not less than six feet and six inches from '

the center line of track where it is not practicable to provide •

the aforesaid clearance of eight feet and six inches. No
bridges, viaducts or other obstructions shall be constructed,

and so far as practicable, no bridges, viaducts or other ob-

structions shall be reconstructed over the tracks in a railroad

yaxd at a height less than twenty-two feet and six inches
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measured from the top of the rail. Upon petition of any
railroad corporation, the state department of public works,
the metropolitan district commission, the county commis-
sioners of any county, the selectmen of any town, the city

manager of any city having a Plan D or E charter, or the
mayor of any other city, the department of public utilities,

after due notice and public hearing, may grant an exemption
from any and all requirements of this section; pro\dded,

however, that any exemption so granted shall be limited to

the specific location described in said petition; and pro-

vided, further, that the department of pubhc utilities shall

fix and prescribe reasonable regulations governing the loca-

tion exempted.
Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section

one hundred and thirty-four A of chapter one hundred and
sixty of the General Laws, as appearing in section one of

this act, tracks, platforms, buildings, structures, signals,

STvitch stands and other obstructions maintained by a rail-

road corporation in a railroad yard on the effective date of

this act may continue to be maintained until January first,

nineteen hundred and sixty-six, mthout conforming to the
provisions of said section one hundred and thirty-four A;
provided, however, that such corporation shall, in the current

year and in each of the years nineteen hundred and fifty-

seven, nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, nmeteen hundred
and fifty-nine, nineteen hundred and sixty, nineteen hun-
dred and sixty-one, nineteen hundred and sixty-two, nineteen

hundred and sixty-three, nineteen hundred and sixty-four,

nineteen hundred and sixty-five, relocate a minimum of not
less than ten per cent of its tracks to conform to said pro-

visions, and shall, on or before December first in each of

said years, report to the department of public utilities the
progress made by it in making said track relocations. Over-
head bridges and viaducts existing or under construction

on the effective date of this act, and the bridges to be con-

structed on the Central Artery, so called, in Boston, Cam-
bridge and Somerville, shall be exempt from the proWsions
of this act. The provisions of this act shall not apply to

the North Station or the South Station, so called, in the city

of Boston, or to any other passenger station established and
maintained by any railroad corporation in the common-
wealth. Approved April 5, 1956.

Chap. 24:1 An Act authorizing the county commissioners of the
COUNTY OF BRISTOL TO HAVE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
PREPARED FOR A NEW COURT HOUSE IN THE CITY OF
TAUNTON,

I

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of providing adequate court

house accommodations and facilities for the first district

court of Bristol in the city of Taunton, the county com-


