
HOUSE .....JN'o. 1066.

5111 accompanying the petition of Frederick W. Peabody fo: •r
igislation relative to certifying causes of death by physicians not

reg Public Health. Ja

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundi’ed and Eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the Issuance of Death Certificates by Physicians

not regularly in Attendance before Death.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. A physician who was not regularly in
2 attendance upon a sick person shall not certify the cause
3 of death, and every death certificate given by a physi-
-4 cian shall state the period of time during which he
5 attended the sick person, the number of his visits and
6 the symptoms or indications upon which ho bases his

ath. The certificate shall als<7 opinion of the cause of dc
8 contain the names, if the maker can ascertain them of

jons, who preceded him in the9 the physicians or otherper
10 care or treatment of the sick person and, if there was

tfominmuomltl) of ittassarluisctts.
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treatment by a person not a registered physician, the
certificate shall state the character of such treatment and,
in the opinion of the certifying physician whether or
not such treatment or the failure to have judicial atten-
dance was a contributing cause of death.

Section 2. A violation or failure to comply with
the provisions of section one shall be a misdemeanor
punishable by a tine of not more than five hundred dollars
and if the certificate was issued by a physician who was
not in attendance before death, such fact shall be certi-
fied by the court, in which conviction is adjudged, to the
state board of registration in medicine, and said board
shall forthwith withdraw the certificate, that he is a

qualified physician, theretofore issued to the physician so
convicted.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage


