
HOUSE No. 1075.

Bill accompanying the petition of Sidney B. Keene for legislation
relative to storage, demurrage and car service and to railroad ware-
houses and storage. Railroads. January 23.

Commomumlll) of illaseacljusette

AN ACT
Relative to Storage, Demurrage and Car Service Charges and

to Railroad Warehouses and Storage.
Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives

tn General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, asfollows :

1 Section 1. Nothing in this act shall apply to shipments of
2 live-stock and perishable freight. Such shipments shall be
3 governed by the statutes now in force.
4 In all computations of time, Sundays and legal holidays are
5 to be excluded. All car load freight, or freight carried at car
6 load rates, and all freight in cars, whether full car load or not,
7 taking track delivery, shall be subject to the demurrage or car
8 service charges prescribed herein.

1 Section 2. Upon the application in writing of a shipper
2 to a railroad corporation for cars to be loaded with any kind
3 of freight embraced in the tariff of said corporation, said rail-
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4 road corporation shall furnish such cars within four days after
5 seven o’clock a.m. of the day following such application.

8 nation.
9 If such application specifies a future day on which such

10 cars shall be required, the shipper shall give not less than
11 four days’ notice thereof, computing from seven o’clock
12 a.m. of the day following such application.

1 Section 3. Any railroad corporation violating the pro-
-2 visions of the preceding section shall forfeit and pay to the
3 shipper the sum of one dollar per car for each day’s delay
4 after the expiration of free time.

1 Section 4. Whenever freight in car loads, or less, shall
2 be tendered to a railroad corporation, accompanied with
3 proper shipping instructions, said railroad corporation shall
4 immediately receive the same for shipment, shall issue bills
5 of lading therefor, and shall carry forward such freight at a
6 rate of not less than fifty miles per day. Said day shall be
7 computed from seven o’clock a.m. of the day following the
8 receipt of said freight.

1 Section 5. Any railroad corporation violating the pro-
-2 visions of the preceding section shall forfeit and pay to the
3 shipper or consignee the sum of one dollar per car per day on
4 all car load shipments, and one cent per hundred pounds per
5 day, or fraction thereof, on less than a car load; the mini-
6 mum charge shall be five cents for any one package: pro-
-7 vided, however, that in computing time of freight in transit,
8 there shall be deducted twenty-four hours at each point
9 wherever said freight must be transferred from one railroad

10 to another, or whenever the rehandling of said freight is
11 reasonably necessary.

6 The application shall state the number of cars required by
7 the shipper, the character of the freight, and its final desti-
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1 Section 6. A railroad corporation shall, within twcnty-
-2 four hours after the arrival of any freight, give written notice
3 thereof to the consignee. Said notice shall state the time and
4 place of arrival, together with the weight of the freight and
5 amount of charges due thereon. Where such freight consists
6 of car load quantities, said notice shall contain the numbers
7 and initials on the car or cars, and if said freight has been
8 transferred in transit, said notice shall also contain the
9 numbers and initials of the car or cars in which said freight

10 was originally shipped.

1 Section 7. Any railroad corporation violating the pro-
-2 visions of the preceding section shall forfeit and pay to the
3 shipper or consignee the sum of one dollarper car per day on
4 all car load shipments, and one cent per hundred pounds per
5 day on freight in less than a car load shipment; the mini-
-6 mum charge for any one package, after the expiration of
7 said twenty-four hours, shall be five cents: provided, how-
-8 ever, that not more than one dollar per day shall be forfeited
9 for any one shipment less than a car load.

1 Section 8. A railroad corporation shall deliver freight at
2 their depots or warehouses within twenty-four hours after a
3 written request by the shipper or consignee, said twenty-four
4 hours to be computed from seven o’clock a.m. of the day fol-
-5 lowing said request. In case of shipments for track delivery,
6 said cars shall be placed at a point accessible for unloading,

; provided, however, that at
than one team track, car load

7 within said twenty-four hour
8 local stations having not more

9 shipments, for track delivery,; rail be placed at a point ac

10 sible for unloading as soon as the car arrives at said station

1 Section 9. Any railroad corporation violating the pro-

-2 visions of the preceding section shall forfeit to the shipper or
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3 consignee the sum of one dollar per day for each day that
4 such delivery is delayed.

1 Section 10. A shipper or consignee, who has ordered a
2 railroad corporation to place a car for loading, shall be al-
3 lowed forty-eight hours thereafter to load such car, such time
4 to be computed from seven o’clock a.m. of the day after such
5 car has been placed according to the order of said shipper or
6 consignee. If said car shall not be tendered to the railroad
7 corporation with shipping instructions within forty-eight
8 hours thereafter, then said shipper or consignee shall be
9 subject to a demurrage charge of not more than one dollar

10 per car per day for each day’s delay. If a shipper fails to
11 begin to load a car within ninety-six hours after said car has
12 been placed according to his order, the railroad corporation
13 may consider said car released and said car shall be subject
14 to demurrage of two dollars.
15 A railroad corporation shall not be required to furnish cars,
16 under the provisions of this section, to any party in default
17 of the payment of demurrage charges herein provided for.

1 Section 11. If a railroad corporation shall temporarily
2 remove any or all of the cars placed according to the preceding
3 section, or shall in any way prevent, obstruct or delay the
4 loading or unloading of the same, the shipper or consignee
5 shall not be chargeable with any delay in loading or unload-
-6 ing caused thereby. If a railroad corporation shall furnish
7 cars in excess of the ability of the shipper to load, according
8 to the terms of the application, he shall not be chargeable
9 with demurrage for such cars furnished in excess of the

10 number applied for.

1 Section 12. Whenever it may be necessary for a railroad
2 corporation to detain a car for want of proper shipping in-
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3 structions, or because of imperfect or excessive loading by
4 the shipper, written notice thereof shall be given to the
5 shipper, and said car shall be subject to a demurrage charge
6 of one dollar per day after said notice has been given.

1 Section 13. All freight in car load lots consigned to one
2 person, firm or corporation, which has been unloaded by a
3 railroad corporation into its warehouses, sheds or yard
4 spaces, unless removed by the consignee within ninety-six
5 hours, computing from seven o’clock a.m. of the day after
6 unloading, shall be subject
7 thereafter, and such railro;

to a charge of fifty cents per day
id corporation shall cause to be
of said consignee a notice of the8 mailed to the given address

9 time and place where such car has been stored. All freight

10 in less than car load lots, which has been unloaded by a rail-
11 road corporation into its warehouses, sheds or yard spaces,
12 shall be subject to a storage charge of not more than ofie

13 cent per hundred pounds with a minimum charge of five
14 cents per package, unless removed by the consignee within
15 seventy-two hours, computing from seven o’clock a.m. of the
16 day after notice has been given that said freight has been
17 unloaded, but the total of said charge shall not exceed the
18 amount of demurrage that would be charged on a car load
19 of similar freight. No railroad corporation shall increase
20 any of its charges for unloading after the passage of this act.
21 This section shall apply also to steamboat and steamship
22 companies unloading freight into their warehouses or sheds,
23 except that the consignee shall be allowed one hundred and

24 twenty hours in which to remove said freight after it has been

25 unloaded

1 Section 14. All cars loaded with brick, stone, coal, coke,
2 cotton or cotton products, grain or grain products, hay,
3 lumber or meats, and all car load freight or freight carried at
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4 car load rates, and all freight in cars, whether full car load
5 or not, taking track delivery, which are to be unloaded by
6 the consignee, shall be subject to demurrage of one dollar
7 per car per day if not unloaded within ninety-six hours,
8 computing from seven o’clock a.m. of the day after notice
9 that the cars have been placed at a point accessible for un-

-10 loading has been given.o o

1 Section 15. If a railroad corporation, on account of
2 delay or irregularity in transportation shall deliver or place
3 cars in numbers exceeding the reasonable and ordinary
4 ability of the consignee to unload them within the time pre-
-5 scribed in the preceding section, the consignee shall be
6 entitled to such additional time as may be required under
7 the circumstances of the case, and by the exercise of reason-
-8 able diligence on his part.

2 corporation to shippers or consignees, within the provisions
3 of this act, may be recovered in an action of contract.

1 Section 17. No railroad corporation shall diminish any
2 warehouse accommodation existing at the passage of this act

without consent of therailroad commissioners.

1 Section 16. All sums declared forfeited by a railroad


