
HOUSE No. 1425.

Mr. Coolidge of Northampton gives notice that he will move to
hstitute this hill for the report of the joint committee on the

Judiciary, leave to withdraw

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Bight.

AN ACT
To prevent Unfair Discriminations in Commercial

Transactions.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. No person, firm, corporation or asso-
-2 elation doins- business in this Commonwealth, and
3 engaged in the production, manufacture, sale or
4 distribution of any article or commodity in common
5 use for the support of life, comfort or health, shall
6 intentionally, for the purpose of destroying the
7 business of a competitor, discriminate unfairly be-
-8 tween different sections, communities, cities or
9 towns, by selling such article or commodity at a
10 lower rate in one section, community, city or town
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11 than is charged for such commodity by said party
12 in another section, community, city or town, after
13 making due allowance for the difference, if any,
14 in the grade or quality and in the cost of trans-
-15 portation from point of production, if a raw prod-
-16 net, or from the point of manufacture, if a manu-
-17 factored product; provided, that nothing in this
18 section shall prevent a person, firm or corporation,
19 having an established business in any such article
20 or commodity in any section, community, city or
21 town, from meeting, by a reduction of price, a lower
22 price fixed by a competitor, in such section, com-
-23 munity, city or town, and offering such article or
24 commodity for sale at the lower price fixed by said
25 competitor.

1 Section 2. The attorney-general, or, by his di-
-2 rection, a district attorney, may bring an action in
3 the name of the Commonwealth against any per-
-4 son, trustee, director, manager, or other officer or
5 agent of a corporation, or against a firm, corpora-
-6 tion or association, to restrain the doing in this
7 Commonwealth of any act herein forbidden or de-
-8 dared to be illegal, or any act in, toward or for the
9 making or consummation of any contract, agree-

10 ment, arrangement or discrimination herein pro-
-11 hibited, wherever the same may have been made.
12 The superior court shall have jurisdiction to re-
-13 strain and enjoin any act herein foi’bidden or de-
-14 dared to be illegal.

1 Section 3. In any such action no person shall
2 be excused from answering any questions that may
3 be put to him, or from producing any books, papers
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4 or documents, on the ground that the testimony or
5 evidence, documentary or otherwise, required of
6 him may tend to incriminate him, but no person
7 shall be prosecuted in any criminal action or pro-
-8 eeedings, or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture
9 for or on account of any transaction, matter or

10 thing concerning which he may testify, or produce
11 evidence, documentary or otherwise, in such action.




