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House of Representatives, April 28, 1908

The committee on Education, to whom was referred the
■tition (with accompanying bill, House, Ho. 642) of James
Storrow, chairman of the school committee of the city of
jston, for legislation to provide for retirement on pensions
teachers in the public schools, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee

ELMER L. CURTISS.

CoiunimuccaUi] af iilossacijusctts.
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AN ACT
To provide for the Payment of Pensions to Teachers in the

Public Day Schools of the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. The school committee of the city of Bos-
-2 ton shall forthwith establish a permanent school pension
3 fund for the payment of pensions as hereinafter set forth
4 to the members of the teaching or supervising staff of the
5 public day schools of the city of Boston at a rate of not
6 exceeding one hundred and eighty dollars per year (in-
i' eluding among such teachers all those persons entitled to
8 receive an annuity now paid in accordance with the pro-
-9 visions of chapter two hundred and thirty-seven of the

10 acts of nineteen hundred), provided all persons receiving
11 pensions under this act shall hold themselves subject to
12 call of the school committee to teach in case of need or

13 emergency.

1 Section 2. The care and investment of said fund and
2 of any gifts or legacies made for the benefit of said fund
3 is hereby vested in a board of three trustees, of whom one

Commonujmlt!) of JHossacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eight.
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4 shall be the chairman of the hoard of commissioners of
5 sinking funds of the city of Boston, ex-officio, and another
6 shall be chosen by said school committee, and the third

shall he chosen by the board of trustees of the Public
School Teachers’ Retirement Fund in the city of Boston,

9 established under the provisions of chapter two hundred
10 and thirty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred. The
11 said trustees shall serve without compensation. At the
12 first regular meeting of the school committee of the city

13 of Boston, after the adoption of this act, and in each fifth
14 year thereafter, at one of the regular June meetings, or
15 at some subsequent regular meeting of the said school
16 committee, it shall elect one member of the said board of
17 trustees who shall hold office for the term of five years.

18 beginning with the first day of July in the year of his
19 election. The hoard of trustees of the said Public School
10 Teachers’ Retirement Fund shall elect one of the trustees
21 of the said permanent school pension fund for the term
22 of four years, beginning with the first day of July of said

year, and shall, at the expiration of such term and in each
24 fifth year thereafter, elect a member of said hoard of trus-
-25 tees for the term of five years, beginning with the first

day of July in the year of his election. Every such trus
tee shall subscribe in a hook kept for that purpose in th

f the city clerk in said city, to a statement that he
29 accepts the said office subject to the provisions of this act,
30 and any elected member of said hoard of trustees whose

1 term of office has expired shall continue to serve as a
2 member of said hoard until his successor is duly elected

33 and qualified. In case of a vacancy in said board of trus
34 tees by reason of death, resignation or otherwi

an
unexpired t rm
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1 Section 3. Said board of trustees shall have charge
2 and control of said permanent school pension fund and
3 all amounts contributed thereto, and shall invest and re-
-4 invest the same in securities in which the funds of savings
5 banks in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts may by law
6 be invested, excepting personal securities, and said trus-
-7 tees may, from time to time, sell such securities and shall
8 invest and reinvest the proceeds thereof, and any and all
9 unappropriated income of said pension fund. The city

10 treasurer of said city shall be the custodian of all securi-
-11 ties and money belonging to the said permanent school
12 pension fund and shall be responsible for the safe custody
13 thereof; shall whenever any of such securities are sold
14 by the said trustees for the purpose of reinvestment, de-
-15 liver up the securities so sold upon receiving the proceeds
16 thereof; shall on such conditions and at such rates of
17 interest as the trustees may approve, deposit temporarily
18 in national banks doing business in Boston, or in trust
19 companies organized under the laws of this Common-
-20 wealth and doing a banking business in Boston, any money
21 belonging to said fund which, in the opinion of the said
22 trustees, it is inexpedient for the time being to invest in
23 securities authorized by this act; and shall forthwith in-
-24 vest any money belonging to said pension fund in such
25 securities authorized by this act as the said trustees may
26 direct, and upon such terms as they may specify. The
27 said trustees shall keep a record of their proceedings and
28 shall annually on the first day of Eebruary, or as soon
29 thereafter as may be, make a written report to the school
30 committee of the amount and condition of said fund and

1 of the income thereof for the preceding municipal finan
fial year, as established from time to time by said city

33 Their records and the securities belonging to said fund
34 shall at all times be subject to the inspection of the school
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committee. The secretary of the school committc
city shall be the secretary of the said board otof the said board of t

of all records, documeiand shall have the custody

38 papers belonging to them.
39 tional clerical assistance a,

The expense of such addi-
may be needed in the

40 of said secretary for the purposes of this act shal
41 from the annual appropriations for the expense
42 after provided for,

1 Section 4. In addition to the amount wh
committee of said city is now authorized by law to ap-
propriate for the support of the public schools of said city,
and for other purposes, it shall annually appropriate for
the purposes contemplated by this act, and in the same

6 manner that it makes appr
7 poses, the sum of five cents

iations for other school pur-
m each one thousand dollars

T

the valuation on which appropriations of the city
il of said city are has* and shall from tii

10 pay over to th he permanent pension

11 such portions of the

nation aforesaid as,Ja

13 opin ol comrr will no

S Sec

Revised I
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10 exceed twelve dollars in any city on every one thousand
11 dollars of the assessors’ valuation of the taxable property
12 therein for the preceding year, said valuation being first
13 reduced by the amount of all abatements allowed thereon

previous to the thirty-first day of December of the year
preceding said assessment, subject to the following pro-
visions: If the city council of a city which contains less
than one hundred thousand inhabitants according to the
last preceding national or state census so determines the
average of the assessors’ valuation of taxable property
therein for the preceding three years, said valuation for
each year being first reduced by the amount of all abate-
ments allowed thereon previous to the thirty-first day of
December in the year preceding said assessment, shall be
used to determine said limit of taxation instead of as-
sessors’ valuation of the preceding year. In the city of
Boston and in all cities which contain one hundred thOu-

14
15

16
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20

21
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21
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26

sand inhabitants or more according to the census afore-

said, said averages shall be used. In the city of Boston
said taxes shall not exceed ten dollars and fifty-five cents
instead of twelve dollars as aforesaid. Any order or ap-
propriation requiring a larger assessment than is herein
limited shall be void. The provisions of this section shall
not affect any existing exemption from the operation of
the corresponding provisions of earlier laws.

29

30

31

34

1 Section 6. The total amount of pensions payable in

2 any one year shall not exceed the proceeds of the said
3 five cents upon each one thousand dollars of the valuation
4 aforesaid, together with the income accruing during that
5 year from the investment of the permanent pension fund.

1 Section 7. The school committee of said city, by a

2 majority vote of all of its members, may retire with a
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3 pension any member of the teaching or supervising si

4 of the public day schools of the city of Boston who, in
5 opinion of said committee, is mentally or physically
6 capacitated from further efficient service, subject, hi
7 ever, to the limitations hereinafter set forth. If the r

8 son so retired has attained the age of sixty-five yea:
9 has been engaged in teaching or supervising in the p

10 day schools for a period aggregating thirty years, twe:
11 of which shall have been in the public day schools of
12 city of Boston, such person shall be paid a pension at
13 rate of one hundred and eighty dollars per annum. I
14 person so retired shall he less than sixty-five years of
15 and shall have been engaged in teaching or supervis
16 in the public day schools in Boston and elsewhere fo
17 period aggregating less than thirty years, the annual p
18 sion paid such person shall be such percentage of one h

ired and eighty dollar as the total number ar

10 service of such person i,

21 ever, that if the annual
thirty years: provided

pension of such person so de
mined shall be a larger percentage of one hundred an

ty dollars than the number of years which sucl
24 son has taught in the public day schools in the city
25 Boston is of twenty years, then, in that case, the aim

pension paid such person shall be such percent
hundred and eighty dollars as that person’s length of ser

vice in the public day schools of said city is of tv
years; and provided, further, that the pension of29

acher retired under the provisions of this act shall t

1 minate if and when, in the judgment of said schoi
2 mittee, the person’s incapacity shall have ceased. ll

rmining the aggregate length of servic
14 retired in accordance with the provisions of this act am

f leave of absence under salary shall hi
ivalent to an equal amount of act16
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37 vice. The city treasurer of said city shall pay pensions
38 to teachers retired under this act (including the annui-
-39 tants referred to in section one) in accordance with
40 monthly payrolls prepared and certified to by said school
41 committee.

1 Section 8. This act shall apply to such teachers and
2 members of the supervising force only whoreceive a salary
3 of two thousand dollars or less at the time of their retire-
4 ment and to the annuitants mentioned in section one.

1 Section 9. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with
2 the provisions of this act are hereby repealed.

1 Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
-2 ance by the council of the city of Boston and approval
3 by the mayor of said city.


