
senate S» 302.

Office of the State Board of Health
State House, Boston, May 7, 1908

To the Honorable Sena House, B Me

Gentlemen: On Apr
ived by this Board:

29 the following order

Ordered, That the State Board of Health be requested
•million:the Senate with the following infc

■st, is it desirable, from tl midpoint of pul
aired by law?dard of milk now

Second, is it necessary, for the | per enforcement of the er
law, that the standard of milk now required by law should be

anged ?

A. true copy. Attest:
(Signed) HENRY D. COOLHK

Clerk of the Seuat

In reply to the questions submitted, the State Board of
Health has the honor to submit the followin

tests of milk of known purity by the State Board of
Health, with other tests at their disposal, give the followin

ral results
The milk of Jersey cows averages 14 per cent, of total

solids and 4.93 per cent, of fat. Holsteii
)f 12 per cent, of total solids and 3.31 per cent, of fat. Oth

breeds vary between these extren Yi

an average of 13 per cent of total solids and 3.81 j

f fat

(tommonwcaltl) of iilassiuljuscttß.
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Individual cows of each of these breeds vary from more
than 13 per cent, above the average for the breed to 13 per
cent, below in the total solids, and from 30 per cent, and
more above to 40 per cent, and more below the average of fat
for the breed.

Hence we find Jersey cows giving milk with total solidso O o
as low as 12 per cent, and fat as low as 3 per cent., and some-
times lower; Ilolsteins with total solids as low as 10.5 per
cent., with fat as low as 2 per cent.; and natives with total
solids 11.5 per cent, and fat as low as 2 per cent.

From these data it is plain that a man owning one or more
Jersey cows may under the present law be in danger of be-
coming a law-breaker if he sells any of the milk; and if he
owns a herd of Flolsteins, they must give richer milk than
the average of their breed, or he may become liable to a pen-
alty if he sells their milk; and if he owns native cows, or

ws of any of the breeds intermediate between the extreme
he may likewise incur some risk of prosecution, especially if
Ihe product of the several cows be not mixed befc

The milk of well-fed, healthy cows, although below the
legal standard, is not known to be, and wr e have no reason h
think it is, prejudicial to the public health. Its food value
is not so great as that of milk above the standard, but it has
a food value, and, if it were sold at a price proportional tc
its food value, public health and public morals would not be
thereby impaired. At present we are unable to indicate how
this can be done in a practicable manner. When it becomes
more common to put rich milk upon the market at a higher
rice, it may be well to establish a special standard by wind

such milk may be sold; but for the present we have to consider
the general market and a suitable standard for that. This
should be based upon the quality of milk supplied by those
breeds of cows that keep in the most vigorous condition, and
are least liable to disease in this climate. From the data
obtained we are unable to conclude that such cows can be
depended upon to supply milk during the winter months thal
will strictly come up to the present standard of 13 per cent,
total solids and 3.7 per cent, fat; and that it would be reason-
able and favorable for the public health to have the standard
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for these months reduced to 12.25 per cent, total solids and
3.25 per cent, fat, and to adopt the same standards for the
whole year

The present milk standard appears to have been established
by section 7of chapter 209 of the Acts of the year 1880. It
was not adopted upon the recc
Health then in existence, and
first time, a fit occasion for the

mmendation of the Board of
this Board has now, for the
expression of an opinion upon

the subject.
While we recognize the n ity of regulating the sale of■<

milk by a standard, and the advantage of having this stand-
ard as high as is consistent with keeping the cows in healthy
condition, it should be always borne in mind that of far
greater importance than numerical standards in the preserva-
tion of the public health are healthy cows kept in clean sur-
roundings, and clean, pure milk, produced, handled, trans-
ported and delivered under sanitary conditions.

By order f the Board

HENEY P. WALCOTT
Chairman.




