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honorable, able and honest men and have added credit and
renown to the Commonwealth because of the ability and
rugged honesty of their decisions. I understand they had
nothing to do with the introduction or passage of this bill.
I believe that when conditions are different they ought to
receive the increase in salary provided for in this bill.

My sole reason for returning the bill at this time without
my approval is because of existing financial and business
conditions. It seems to me most inopportune, when business
is bad, thousands of honest and industrially inclined men
are unable to find employment and others who retain employ-
ment are having their wages reduced, for the Commonwealth
to increase the salaries of her servants, even when so deserv-
ing a case is presented as that of the justices of our suprem
court.

This is certainly no time for the Commonwealth to in-
crease expenses. Appropriations already made indicate that
the State tax this year will be much larger than last, and
last year it was four millions of dollars. While the tax will
have to be increased, the people of the State are not as well
able to pay as they were a year ago. There are many sug-
gested bills for increasing expenses in different directions,
none of which to my mind is as worthy as is this particular
bill.

Believing that the justices of the supreme court should at
some future time, when conditions are more propitious, re-
ceive the salary mentioned in this bill, I cannot at this time,
because of the reasons stated, approve it.

EBEN S. DRAPER.






