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To accompany the petition of J. A. Torrey and others for legisla
m to provide for the better protection of hares and rabbits. Fish

eries and Gan

AN ACT
To provide for the Better Protection of Hares and

Rabbits.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled.

I House of Representatk

and by the authority of the
n

1 Section eleven of chapter ninety-two of the Ee-
-2 vised Laws, as amended by chapter two hundred

and forty-one of the acts of the year nineteen bun
4 dred and six, is hereby further amended by in-
5 sorting after the word “ ferret ”, in the sixth line,
6 the words: and whoever takes or kills a hare or
7 rabbit from a barrow or hole in the ground when
8 such hare or rabbit lives or to which it has fled
9 for safety, so as to read as follows:— Section

10 11. Whoever takes or kills a game bird or water
11 fowl, hare or rabbit by means of a trap, net orlit by means of a trap, net or
12 snare, or by the use of a ferret; and whoever,
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13 for the purpose of taking or killing a game bird,
14 water fowl, hare or rabbit, constructs or sets a
15 trap, snare or net or uses a ferret; and whoever
16 takes or kills a hare or rabbit from a barrow or
17 hole in the ground where such hare or rabbit lives
18 or to which it has fled for safety; and whoever
19 shoots at or kills any wild fowl or any of the so-
-20 called shore, marsh or beach birds with a swivel
21 or pivot gun or by the use of a torch, jack or arti-
-22 ficial light, or pursues any wild fowl with or by
23 the aid of a boat propelled by steam or naphtha,
24 or of a boat or vessel propelled by any mechanical
25 means other than sails, oars or paddles, or in that
26 portion of Boston harbor lying westerly and south-
-27 westerly of a line running from Deer island to
28 Point Allerton, including the waters of Dorchester
29 bay, Quincy bay, Weymouth bay and Hingham bay,
30 shoots at, kills or pursues a wild fowl from or by
31 the aid or use of any boat or floating device pro-
-32 pelled by steam, naphtha, gasolene, electricity, com-
33 pressed air, or any similar motive power, shall be
34 punished by a fine of twenty dollars for each
35 offence. The constructing or setting of a trap,
36 snare or net adapted for the taking or killing of
37 a game bird, water fowl, hare or rabbit, upon
38 premises frequented by them, shall be prima facie
39 evidence of such constructing and setting with
40 intent to take and kill contrary to law; and posses-
-41 sion of a ferret in a place where the game men-
-42 tioned in this section might be taken or killed, shall
43 be prima facie evidence that the person having it
44 in possession has used it for taking and killing'
45 game contrary to law. Ferrets which are used in
46 violation of the provisions of this section shall be
47 confiscated.


