
SENATE No. 141

Special Report of the State Board of Insanity to the
Massachusetts General Court as to Locations of
a Hospital for the First Care and Observation
of Mental Patients and the Treatment of Acute
and Curable Mental Disease and a Branch thereof
for Voluntary Mental Patients.

i Comp ith C A.CT Legislat 1908.

Board of In
ate House, Be 13, 1909,

H Allen T. Treadway, President of th •te, State House
Boston

Dear Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report
the State Board of Insanity, in part, in compliance with
apter 626, Acts of the Legislature of 1908.
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Respectfully your
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Comimmoualtl) of illnssadiuscas.

■taru of the Board.
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State Board of Insanity

tate House, Boston, Jan. 13, 1909,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

The undersigned, members of the State Board of Insanity,
have the honor to present herewith their report, in part, in
compliance with chapter 626, Acts of the Legislature of
1908:

Section 1. The state board of insanity shall, with the approval of
the governor and council, select, and secure options on, land in the city
of Boston suitable for the establishment of a hospital conveniently
located for the first care and observation of mental patients and the
treatment of acute and curable mental disease. Said board shall pre-

pare and submit to the general court, not later than March first, nineteen
hundred and nine, preliminary plans, and general specifications and
■estimates of the cost of constructing and equipping, for the use of said
hospital, buildings sufficient to accommodate one hundred and twenty
patients and the necessary officers, nurses and employees, and to furnish
adequate provision for the treatment of acute and curable mental dis-

eases, and scientific research into the nature, causes and results of mental
diseases. Said board shall in like manner select, and secure options on,

land in or near said city suitable for the establishment of a branch of
said hospital for the treatment of voluntary mental patients, and shall
prepare and submit as aforesaid to the general court like plans, specifi-
cations and estimates for buildings sufficient to accommodate one hun-

dred patients and the necessary officers, nurses and employees.
Section 2. A sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars may be ex-

pended to carry out the provisions of this act.

of Said HospitaiThe Location
Boston, suitable for the firstis required to be in the city of

care and observation of mental patients and the treatment of

acute and curable mental diseases.
The Board, after making a thorough search, is convinced that

these requirements are best met by a location at the northeast
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corner of Brookline and Longwood avenues in Ward 19 of the
city of Boston. It has, therefore, with the approval of the
Governor and Council, taken an option on a substantially square
lot of land, containing 100,102.7 square feet, bounded by Long-
wood Avenue on the south, Brookline Avenue on the west,
Binney Street on the east and a projected street on the north.

It is easily reached by street cars either from Longwood
Avenue or Brookline Avenue, is near medical centers and pro-
spective general hospitals, conveniently situated for those con-
cerned in the first care and observation of mental patients, and
in surroundings favorable to the short treatment of acute and
curable mental diseases.

The terms of the option require the owners to convey this
laud by a good and sufficient title to the Commonwealth at any
time not later than April 1, 1909, at a net price of $1 per

nare foot. In consideration therefor, the owners of this land
have received from the Commonwealth, with the approval of
the Governor and Council, the sum of $2,500, which is to be
part payment on account of such purchase price if the purchase
be completed, but otherwise is to be forfeited. The form of the
option was drawn and its execution approved by the Attorney-
General.

This land was assessed in 1908 at $80,300; in 1903, at
$56,300; in 1899, at $46,300.

The State Board of Health has approved it as a suitable loca-
tion for such hospital.

The Board believes that the price agreed upon represents the
fair market value of the property, and recommends the im-
mediate completion of the purchase.

The Location of the Branch of Said Hospital
for the treatment of voluntary mental patients is required to
be in or near the city of Boston, inasmuch as it is intended
for the use of patients who are citizens of Boston and of the

price of a considerable acreae:

recreation with
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of State ownership. It must be in a pleasant environment and
a neighborhood of good influences, because its patients will be
appreciative, and must be separated from distinct manifesta-
tions of insanity.

These necessary requirements have been difficult to meet, and
have involved a laborious and
different estates have been ins
which fully satisfies the Boar

unremitting search. Some forty
jectcd. Only one has been found
in these particulars.

Reference is made to the ?state known as “Fairoaks,” in
Lexington, bordering on Waltham and Middle streets, about one-
half mile from the Lexington passenger and freight station of
the Boston & Maine Railroad. The Boston & Lexington Street
Railway passes along Waltham Street directly by the entrance,
and connects at Arlington Heights with the Boston Elevated.
Two street car fares are paid in going to Park Street station in
Boston. A twelve-ride ticket from Boston to Lexington on the
steam railway costs $1.35, or a little over 11 cents a ride.

The estate comprises 82 acres, of which about one-third is
wooded, and could be easily developed into a beautiful park.
The remainder consists of tillage and pasture land of good
quality.

The house in which the owner and his family lived for some
years is large and well constructed, although now out of repair,
especially upon the exterior. A few thousand dollars would
put it in good condition for permanent use as a nurses’ home.
There is a farm house of seven rooms, in fair condition. The
old barns are not of much value, but could be used temporarily
The owner has expended in constructing new buildings anc
improvements more than $15,000.

The town water system extends to the property. Sewage
could be disposed of properly within the limits of the estate,
in the opinion of the State Board of Health, which has given
its approval of this location for the purpose intended.

An option drawn and executed under the direction of the
Attorney-General has been taken by the Board, with the ap-
troval of the Governor and Council, which binds the owners

to convey this estate by a good and sufficient title to the Com-
monwealth at any time not later than April 1, 1909, at a net
price of $20,000. In consideration therefor, the sum of $5OO
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has been paid them bj the Commonwealth, with the approval
of the Governor and Council, which is to be a part of the pur-
chase price if the purchase be completed; otherwise, is to be
forfeited.

This property was assessed in 1908 at $14,800, of which
$5,300 is on the buildings.

The Board employed Joseph W. Peabody, of Carter & Pea-
body, 73 Tremont Street, Boston, as a real estate expert, to
determine the market value. He has reported that the land
alone is worth $15,500, and that the buildings are of sufficient
value to the Commonwealth to render the above-stated purchase
price fair and equitable to both parties. The Board agrees
with him in this opinion, and recommends the immediate com-
pletion of the purchase.

In accordance with the terms of the options, an appropriation
will be needed as follows;

For the purchase of the hospital lot in Boston, . . . $100,102 14
For the purchase of “ Fairoaks ” in Lexington, . . . 20,000 00

$120,102 14
Less payment for option on hospital lot, .... 2,500 00

$117,602 14
Less payment for option on “Fairoaks,” .... 500 00

Net appropriation required, $117,102 14

Inasmuch as these options expire within a limited time and
would be expensive to extend, and as the examination of titles
and other legal formalities may cause considerable delay in
completing the purchase, the Board earnestly recommends as
early action as may be possible.

Respectfully submitted,

HERBERT B. HOWARD,
GEORGE E. JELLY,
HENRY II FIELD,
MICHAEL J. O’MEARA
WM. E. WHITTEMORE,

Members of the State Board of In




