
SENATE No. 181

To accompany the petition of Thorndike Spalding that the Stat
Board of Publication and the office of Controller of County Account
be abolished and that the powers and duties of the Bureau of Sta
tistics of Labor be enlarged. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.

AN ACT
To provide for abolishing the State Board of Publica-

tion and the Office of Controller of County Accounts
and for enlarging the Powers and Duties of the
Bureau of Statistics of Labor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter two hundred and ninety-six
2 of the .acts of the year nineteen hundred and six is
3 hereby amended by striking out section one and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the following: Section 1.
5 The auditor, treasurer or other accounting of-
-6 ficer of each city, town and county in the com-
-7 monwealth, the treasurer of each public trust fund
8 and all officers whose accounts have heretofore been
9 subject to examination under the provisions of sec-

-10 tion forty-eight of chapter twenty-one of the Be-
ll vised Laws, shall furnish annually to the chief of
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12 the bureau of statistics of labor a detailed state-
-13 ment of all receipts and disbursements of the last
11 fiscal year; and the proper accounting officer of
15 each city, town and county shall furnish a state-
-16 ment of its assets and liabilities at the close of the
17 fiscal year and a statement of the public debt, show-
-18 ing the purpose for which each item of the debt was
19 created and the provisions made for the payment
20 thereof. Said several statements and such other
21 information, as, in the judgment of the chief of the
22 bureau of statistics of labor, may be necessary to
23 show the cost of municipal and county government
21 in the commonwealth shall be furnished upon
25 schedules prepared by him, and he may prescribe
26 uniform classifications of receipts and expendi-
-27 tures, and uniform systems of receipts, vouchers,
28 financial statements and reports.

1 Section 2. Sections forty-five to fifty both in-
-2 elusive of chapter twenty-one of the Revised Laws
3 and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith
1 are hereby repealed, and all records, files, books
5 and documents now belonging to the office of con-

-6 troller of county accounts shall, upon the passage
7 of this act, be transferred to the bureau of statistics
8 of labor, and thereupon the office of controller of
9 accounts shall be abolished, and the powers and
10 duties now conferred or imposed by law on said
11 controller, except as to the auditing of certain
12 accounts shall thereafter devolve on the chief of
13 the bureau of statistics of labor.

1 Section 3. Sections one, two, three, four and six
2 of chapter four hundred and thirty-eight of the acts
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3 of the year nineteen hundred and two are hereby
4 repealed and the state board of publication is
5 hereby abolished.

1 Section 4. It shall be the duty of the chief of
2 the bureau of statistics of labor to examine in manu-
-3 script the annual reports and all special reports
4 and other documents issued by or on behalf of the
5 commonwealth by any public officer, board or com-
-6 mission, and to define the form and extent thereof,
7 as hereinafter provided. But this act shall not ap-
-8 ply to publications issued by the officers of either
9 branch of the general court, or issued under author-

-10 ity of the general court, nor to the regular annual
11 reports of the attorney-general, of the treasurer
12 and receiver general, of the auditor, or of the sec-
-13 retary of the commonwealth, nor to publications
14 prepared by the secretary in conformity with sec-
-15 tions one and three of chapter nine of the Revised
16 Laws.

1 Section 5.
_

Public officers, boards or commissions
2 may, in addition to their annual reports, make such
3 special reports as shall be deemed by the said chief
4 of the bureau of statistics of labor to be of practical
5 utility, subject to his revision as aforesaid.

1 Section 6. All officers, boards or commissions to
2 whom this act applies before entering upon the
3 preparation of any publication shall submit to said
4 chief a careful statement of the scope, and estimates
sof the size, of such publication. The said chief
6 shall have power to determine the number of pages
7 to which any such report may extend, and to deter-
-8 mine whether it shall include maps, plans, photo-



4 EXAMINATION OF REPORTS. [Jan. 1909.

9 gravures, woodcuts or other illustrations; and no
10 such report shall he printed unless it bears the cer-
-11 tified approval of the said chief. He shall exclude
12 from public documents to which this act applies
13 such statistical tables, correspondence, reprints
14 from other publications, and other matters as, in
15 his opinion, are not of general interest and prac-
-16 tieal utility.

1 Section 7. An appeal may be taken from any
2 decision of the said chief to the governor and coun-

-3 cil, whose decision shall he final.

1 Section 8. The chief of the bureau of statistics
2 of labor shall hereafter be appointed for the term
3 of three years and shall be paid a salary of thirty-
-4 five hundred dollars a year, and the first clerk of
5 said bureau shall be paid a salary of twenty-five
6 hundred dollars a year, and the general court shall
7 annually appropriate for the clerical and contingent
8 expenses of said bureau a sum sufficient to enable
9 the proper collection, compilation, analysis and

10 publication of the information called for by this
11 act.

1 Section 9. Hereafter the auditor of accounts
2 of the commonwealth shall, by himself or his dep-
-3 uty, have the powers and perform the duties speci-
-4 fied in section forty-seven of chapter twenty-one
5 of the Revised Laws as to the controller of county

6 accounts.


