
SENATE No. 328

Senate, April 26, 1909.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to which was re-
ferred the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, Xo. 76)
of the Stuart Boiler Works and others that a simpler data
report be required by the Board of Boiler Rules; the peti-
tion (with accompanying bill, Senate, Xo. 77) of George
L. Brownell and others for legislation relative to the op-
eration and inspection of steam boilers; the bill repealing
and amending certain rules adopted by the Board of Boiler
Rules (House, Xo. 355, introduced on leave); and the
petition (with accompanying bill, House, Xo. -104) of
Charles M. Stewart and others for legislation relative to
rules formulated and issued by the Board of Boiler Rules,
reports the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

ELMER C. POTTER.

Commoiuuealtl) of iHaasacl)usett3.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nine.

AN ACT
Relative to the Operation and Inspection of Steam Boilers.

'Je it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

/

in

as follows:sum

Section 1. Section one of chapter four hundred and
sixty-five of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
seven, as amended by section one of chapter five hundred
and sixty-three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
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and eight, is hereby further amended by inserting after
the word " installed ”, in the twentieth line, the words:
A boiler in this commonwealth at the time of the passage
of this act, and which does not conform to the rules of
construction formulated by the board of boiler rules, may
be installed after a thorough internal and external inspec-
tion and hydrostatic pressure test by a member of the
boiler inspection department of the district police, or by
an inspector holding a certificate of competency as an

inspector of steam boilers, as provided by section six of

chanter four hundred and sixtv-five of the acts of the year
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Commonwcaltl) of iUassacljusctts,

nineteen hundred and seven, and employed by tin

pany insuring the boiler. The pressure allowed oi
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18 boilers is to be ascertained by rules formulated by the
19 board of boiler rules, so as to read as follows; Sec-
-20 tion 1. All steam boilers and their appurtenances, except
21 boilers of railroad locomotives, motor road vehicles, boil-

ers in private residences, boilers in public buildings and
23 in apartment houses used solely for heating, and carrying
24 pressures not exceeding fifteen pounds per square inch,
25 and having less than four square feet of grate surface,
26 boilers of not more than three horse power, boilers used
27 for horticultural and agricultural purposes exclusively,
28 and boilers under the jurisdiction of the United States,
29 shall be thoroughly inspected internally and externally at
30 intervals of not over one year, and shall not be operated
31 at pressures in excess of the safe working pressure stated

in the certificate of inspection hereinafter mentioned
33 which pressure is to be ascertained by rules established by
34 the board of boiler rules, to be appointed as hereinafter
35 provided; and shall be equipped with such appliances to
36 insure safety of operation as shall be prescribed by said
37 board. All such boilers installed after January first,
38 nineteen hundred and eight, shall be so inspected when
39 installed. A boiler in this commonwealth at the time of
40 the passage of this act. and which does not conform to the
41 rules of construction formulated by the board of boiler
42 rules, mav be installed after a thoroua’h internal and ex-

'Static pressure test by a mera-
in department of the district
holding a certificate of com-
steam boilers, as provided by
hundred and sixty-five of the
hundred and seven, and em-

43 ternal inspection and hydre
44 ber of the boiler inspecth
45 police, or by an inspector
46 potency as an inspector of
47 section six of chapter four
48 acts of the year nineteen
49 ployed by the company insuring the boiler. The pressure
50 allowed on such boilers is to be ascertained by rules form-
-51 ulated bv the board of boiler rules. No certificate of
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inspection shall he granted on any boiler installed aftei
May first, nineteen hundred and eight, which does no-
conform to the rules formulated by the hoard of boilei
rules.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-six of chapter four bun
2 dred and sixty-five of the acts of the year nineteen bun
3 dred and seven, is hereby amended by adding at the enc
4 thereof the words : The board of boiler rules shall hoi
5 public hearings on the first Thursday in May and Ni
6 vemher of each year, and at such other times as the boar
7 may determine, on petitions for changes in the ru
8 formulated by said board. If the board, after such hear

• ing, shall deem it advisable to make changes in said ru

it shall appoint a day for further hearings, and give no-
tice thereof and of the changes proposed, by advertisin
in at least one newspaper in each of the cities of Boston
Worcester, Springfield, Fall River, Lowell and Lynn
least ten days before said hearing. If the board on it

wn initiative contemplates changes in said rules, li
notice and hearing shall be given and held before adoi
thereof. Changes made in the rules, which affect the con
struction of new boilers, shall take effect six months aftei
the approval of the same by the governor: 'provided.

:0 ever, that the board may, upon request, permit the ap)

1 cation of such change in, or additions to, rules, to boilers
3 manufactured or installed during said six months. When
3 a person desires to manufacture a special type boiler the

4 design of which is not covered by the rules formulated by
the board of boiler rules, he shall submit drawings and

6 specifications of such boiler to said board, which, if a]

fraction of said boilerroved, shall permit thi
o as to read as follows

■on

■tion 26. It shall be
) duty of the board of boiler rules to formulate
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30 the construction, installation and inspection of steam boil-
-31 ers, and for ascertaining the safe working pressure to be
32 carried on said boilers, to prescribe tests, if they deem it

necessary, to ascertain the qualities of materials used in
1 the construction of boilers; to formulate rules regulatin

35 the construction and sizes of safety valves for boilers of
36 different sizes and pressures, the construction, use and

7 location of fusible safety plugs, appliances for indicating
8 the pressure of steam and the level of water in the boiler.

39 and such other appliances as the board may deem neces-
-40 sary to safety in operating steam boilers; and to make a
41 standard form of certificate of inspection. The board of
42 boiler rules shall hold public hearings, on the first Thurs-
-43 day in May and November of each year, and at such
44 other times as the board may determine, on petitions for
45 changes in the rules formulated by said board. If the
46 board, after such hearing, shall deem it advisable to make
47 changes in said rules, it shall appoint a day for further
48 hearings, and give notice thereof and of the changes pro-
-49 posed, by advertising in at least one newspaper in each
50 of the cities ofBoston, Worcester, Springfield, Fall River,
51 Lowell and Lynn, at least ten days before said hearing.
52 If the board on its own initiative contemplates changes

in said rules, like notice and hearing shall be given and
Changes made in the rules,

in of new boilers, shall take
approval of the same by the

54 held before adoption thereof
55 which affect the constructic
56 effect six months after the
57 governor: provided, hoiveve
58 request, permit the applicati

r, that the board may, upon
m of such change in, or addi-

59 tions to, rules, to boilers manufactured or installed during
60 said six months. When a person desires to manufacture
61 a special type boiler the design of which is not covered by
62 the rules formulated by the board of boiler rules, he shall
63 submit drawings and specifications of such boiler to said
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board, which, if approved, shall permit the construction
of said boiler.

64

65

Section 3. Section twenty-eight of chapter four
hundred and sixty-five of the acts of the year nineteen
hundred and seven is hereby amended by adding at
the end thereof the words: - The provisions of this
act relative to the inspection and operation of boilers
within the commonwealth shall not be held to apply to
steam fire engines brought into the commonwealth for
temporary use in times of emergency, for the purpose of
cheeking conflagrations, • so as to read: Section 28.
The boiler inspection department of the district police
shall enforce the provisions of the preceding sections
and such rules as shall be promulgated by the board of
boiler rules with the approval of the governor. Whoever
violates any provision of this act or of the said rules
shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty nor
more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for
not more than six months, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment. A trial justice shall have jurisdiction of
complaints for violation of the provisions of this act,
and in such cases may impose a fine of not more than
fifty dollars. All members of the boiler inspection de-
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partment of the district police shall have authority in
the pursuance of their duty to enter any premises on

which a boiler is situated, and any person who hinders
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24
or prevents or attempts to prevent any member of the
boiler inspection department from so entering shall be

liable to the penalty specified in this section. The pro-
visions of this act relative to the inspection and operation
of boilers within the commonwealth shall not be held to
apply to steam fire engines brought into the common-
wealth for temporary use in times of emergency for the
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if checking conflagration:


