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Senate June 14, 1909.

The joint committee on AVays and Means, to whom was
referred the petition of James H. A' alloy for legislation t(

provide for an investigation of the business of the various
departments and commissions of the Commonwealth, House
Ho. 1241, in reporting their recommendation that the peti
tioner be given leave to withdraw, deem it proper, in view o:
certain serious charges made by the petitioner at the publh

and 15th, to make a speciahearings held on March 11th
report concerning those charge;

One of these charges was in übstance that Albert L. Ha
>f Trustees of the Sehool fcwood, Chairman of the Board
by Chapter 508 of the Act
r the owners of certain pro]:

the Feeble Minded, establishec
of 1906, had acted as counsel f
rty which was sold to the Commonwealth for the use of th

School for the Feeble Minded; that this property and othc
property purchased for the school at Wrentham had been

purchased at a price much in excess of its real value; that the
purchase price of this property and other properties had been

paid over to Mr. Harwood as counsel for the grantors; and
that of the eight thousand dollars paid by the Commonwealth

the property of Lillian K. P. and Percy S. Farrar, which

money was paid over to Mr. Harwood as their counsel, Mr

Harwood had retained or failed to account for about thre
thousand dollar

ilommomucaltl) of iHasontluioctts
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Mr. Harwood and several of the trustees of the School for
the Eeehle Minded appeared before the committee on Mon-
day, March 15th, and testified concerning the purchase of
the various properties in Wrentham, including the Farrar
property. From their testimony it appeared that Mr. Har-
wood suggested to his fellow trustees that they should go over
to Wrentham and look over the property. Mr. James and
Mr. Connors of the Board accordingly accompanied Mr.
Harwood to Wrentham, where they were shown the Farrar
estate by Percy S. Farrar. When the question arose as to
the desirability of the land and the proper price therefor, Mr.
Harwood explained to his fellow trustees that he had acted
in certain matters as counsel for the owners of the property,
though never in connection with the Wrentham property,
concerning which he had no knowledge prior to that visit,
except that the Farrars had such a property, and that he
should decline to act with them in the matter of deciding as
to the desirability of the location or the price therefor. The
other trustees, acting without his co-operation, deemed the
place a suitable one for the purposes of the School, and the
price asked for the Farrar property, $B,OOO, to be a fair
price. They accordingly took steps to bond the land and
adjacent properties needed for the School, the site having
been approved by the State Board of Health, the State Board
of Insanity and the Governor and Council. While the price
paid for the properties was generally in excess of assessed
valuations, the committee is of the opinion that the price
paid was not in excess of the fair valuation thereof, and that
the purchases were wisely made. The charge that certain
property was bought at sixteen times its assessed value was
without foundation. The property in question was located
in two towns, and a very small part thereof in Wrentham.
The charge was based on the purchase price of the whole and
the assessed valuation in Wrentham.

With regard to Mr. Harwood’s relations with Lillian 11.
P. Farrar and Percy S. Farrar, as counsel, the committee
finds that Mr. Harwood had never acted as counsel for them
in connection with the Wrentham property prior to its pur-
chase by the Commonwealth and the records of considerable
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litigation with regard to this property in none of which he
appeared as counsel, help to sustain this finding. It appears,
however, that after the agreement to purchase had been con
eluded and the time was ripe for passing title to the Common
wealth, that Lillian K. P. and Percy S. Farrar, and one Wil-
son, who also was selling to the Commonwealth, together with
other parties interested in their lands by virtue of mortgage
or execution sales, requested Mr. Harwood to collect th
amounts due them from the Commonwealth, and to divide
said moneys among the parties in interest, and gave him
orders enabling him so to do. Accordingly Mr. Harwood
collected these amounts, $B,OOO for the Farrar estate and
$2,900 for the Wilson estate. Of the $2,900 paid Mr. Har
wood on account of the Wilson property $714 was paid to
satisfy a mortgage; Wilson was paid $2,185.42; the cost of
discharging the mortgage on the records was fifty cents, and
eight cents was spent for postage. Of the $B,OOO paid on
account of the Farrar estate, the sum of $1,505 was paid to
Artemas Willard and Frank E. Snow and others by their
order for the interest they had obtained by purchase at sher-
iff’s sale of the interests of Waldo Farrar, a brother of Lil-
lian K. P. and Percy S. Farrar; $56.74 was paid for taxes
and $lO was paid to W. F. Bacon for legal services. The

6 due Lillianpayment of these sums left the sum of $6,428.26 dr

K P. and Percy S. Farrar, or $3,214.13 due each. By
order of Percy S. Farrar, Mr. Harwood paid out his share
of the money, partly to him direct, partly to the concern of

which Mr. Farrar was manager, and partly to creditors of
Mr. Farrar. The total amount so paid out on Mr. Farrar’s
order was $3,219.48, or slightly more than his share of the
estate. There were no payments to Mr. Harwood of ai

part of this money. April 20, 1907, Mr. Farrar gave to Mr.

Harwood a receipt in full for his share of the estate, which
by an error in the figures, was reckoned at $3,216.76. He
left a considerable part of the money at that time, however, in
Mr. Harwood’s hands to be paid out later by his order. The

hands waslast payment of this money in Mr. Harv

aade August 13, 1907. A full account of all moneys paid
, ut by Mr. Harwood on Mr. Farrar’s order has been sub-

mitted to the Committee, bearing the following endorsement
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I hereby certify that the accounts contained here are
correct and that all payments not made to me personally were
paid on my order given Apr. 9, 1907.

Mar. 19, 1907. (Signed) Percy S. Farrar.’
The share of Lillian K. P. Farrar was handled in much

the same way by Mr. Harwood. She gave him a receipt in
full for her share of the property April 20, 1907, and di-
rected him to hold what had not already been paid over to
her subject to her order. Mr. Harwood’s account of her
share shows payments to her and by her order of $3,155,
and a balance Dec. 1, 1907, subject to her order of $59.13,
a total of $3,214.13, and this account is certified as correct
by Lillian K. P. Farrar.

There is no evidence to show that Mr. Harwood ever re-
ceived anything for acting for the Farrars in this trans-
action, and there is much evidence, which the committee
consider conclusive, that he did not. His accounts are per-
fectly straight and above criticism, in so far as his disposi-

is concerned, and the committee
retained a considerable portion
been completely refuted. As a
to sustain the charge was pre-

tions of the money received
consider the charge that he
or any part thereof to have
matter of fact, no evidence

ented and the charges might well have been dismissed with-
ut the necessity of proof of their lack of foundation. The

committee, however, have deemed it wise to clear up the
whole matter completely, and to present the refutation of
the charges in its report.

The committee is therefore of the opinion that the charge
that the Wrentham property was purchased for much more
than its real value has no substantial foundation, and that
the trustees were without blame in the matter, and acted for
the best interests of the Commonwealth; that the charge that
Mr. Harwood had retained or failed to account for the sum
of three thousand dollars or any part of the purchase price
was baseless, and completely refuted by the evidence. The
other charge, that Mr. Harwood acted as counsel for the Far-
rars in the matter, is refuted in so far as it concerns the
negotiations for the purchase of the property, or in selecting
the Wrentham site for the School. The committee feels,
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however, that Mr. Harwood was not in the exercise of £
judgment to act as attorney for any of the parties in recer
for them the amounts paid hy the Commonwealth for
lands, and that while his acts as such attorney were not <
done with all honesty and integrity, but also without
compensation whatever, such a course on his part migh
open to criticism as tending to throw suspicion on the tr
action.
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A further charge made by the petitioner was to the ef
that the trustees of the Massachusetts State Sanatorium 1
offered for sale certain property at a price far below its ]
value, and that the property had been bought hy one of
trustees. The trustees appeared before the committee, t
after their explanation of their transactions with regard
the property in question, the petitioner withdrew his char;
It is perhaps needless to say, therefore, that these char
were wholly without foundation.
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For the committee

ELMER C. POTTER.




