
SENATE No. 414

Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Executive Department Boston, June 19, 1909

To the Honorable Senate and House of L a

I return herewith an act entitled “ An Act to Provide
■ an Essex County Agricultural School/’
This bill provides for the expenditure of seventy-five

thousand dollars, one half to be furnished by the county
of Essex and one half by the Commonwealth, for the
purchase of real estate and the erection or alteration
buildings for the purpose of establishing an agriculture
school.

After the erection of this school it provides that Essex
sounty shall annually raise by taxation a sum not exceed-y taxation a sum not exceed-

ing ten thousand dollars, and that the Commonwealth shall
the running expenses of theprovide an equal amount for

school.
t four trustees shall be ap-It is further provided th

pointed by the Governor, with the consent of the Council,
ind that they, together with the county commissioners.
shall be the trustees of this school.

Various provisions are made as to the manner in which
the debt of Essex county shall be paid. The bill further

hat the trustees shall furnish courses of study,
al training, etc., and further, that the

e shall be selected and school conducted subject to thr
mmission on industrial education.

Commowucnltl) of illasßttdjusetts.

The object of this suggested school has my hearty ap-
>val. as I am very earnestly in favor of industrial edu-
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nation. It seems to me, however, that this is a very im
Dortant matter, which should receive careful consideratio

i should not be acted upon in hast
The present Legislature has passed a law which provides

a reorganization of the state board of education and
does away with the present commission on industrial edu-

ation as a separate organization

t seem to me wise to establish an important6

€

recedent of this kind at this time without consideration
and report by the board of education as to what policy

along this line it would recommend and fa
This bill subjects the Commonwealth to one half th

sxpenditure for the purchase of land and erection of build-
ings, as well as one half of the maintenance expenses. It
further makes the school a county institution, with a board
)f trustees of whom four shall be appointed by the Gov
arnor and the other three be the county commissioners.

This seems a radical departure in the way of conducting
public education and one that ought to be carefully con

red before entering upon it
It may be that county schools will be favored by the new

tate board of education or it may be that the board will
recommend the establishment of schools by towns and
cities, which shall be part of the general public school sys-
tem of the Commonwealth

In any event it does not seem to me to be wise to estab-
ish a precedent of this kind, both as to the expenditure of

the state’s money and the method of governing the school
without careful consideration and reuort of the netv board

f education, which is supposed to have charge of the gen

public school system of the Commonwealth
The bill cannot be approved, as it provides for the aj

proval of the commission on industrial education on the
tion of the site and conduct of the school, and there

will be no commission on industrial education after Tidy

first, 1909
For the above reasons I return the bill without my
proval.

EBERT S. DRAPER.


