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A D D R E S S .

Gentlemen of the General Court of M assachusetts:
In presenting my second message for your con

sideration, I desire first to thank the people of Mas
sachusetts for their renewed expression of confidence 
in me.

FINANCES.
The net direct debt of the Commonwealth of Mas

sachusetts on Dec. 1, 1909, was $18,980,755.42. This 
debt on Dec. 1, 1908, was $17,669,372.69. During the 
past year, therefore, the net direct State debt in
creased $1,311,382.73. The net metropolitan debt, or 
contingent debt, as it is called in the Auditor’s re
port, was, on Dec. 1, 1909, $60,676,311.03. On Dec. 
1, 1908, this debt was $60,428,223.14, — so that this 
debt has increased during the past year $248,087.89. 
There have been issued during the year, charged 
to the net State debt for permanent improvements, 
new bonds amounting to $2,326,300, while bonds have 
been paid amounting to $2,552,500. The metropoli
tan debt was increased by bonds issued for per-
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nianent improvements amounting to $1,643,000, and 
was decreased by payment of bonds to the amount 
of $8,000 and a contribution to the sinking fund of 
$1,386,912.11.

The receipts from miscellaneous sources of rev
enue during the year ending Dec. 1, 1909, were $7,- 
694,776.10. The State tax was $4,500,000, so that 
the total revenues for the year, exclusive of cash on 
hand, amounted to $12,194,776.10. There was paid 
out for expenses during the year $12,822,559.24, 
so that the cash on hand was cpiite substantially re
duced from Dec. 1, 1908, to Dec. 1, 1909.

We have in the last year, in both classes of debt, 
issued bonds for permanent improvements, but we 
have not increased either class of debt as much as 
the amount of such bonds. The net debt was, how
ever, in each case greater on the first day of Decem
ber, 1909, than it was on the first day of December, 
1908.

The annual charge for interest on the net direct 
debt in 1909, reckoned at 31/2 per cent., would be 
something more than $650,000 a year; while on the 
metropolitan debt the annual interest charge, which 
has to be paid by the metropolitan district, at the 
same rate of 3 to per cent., would be more than 
$2,100,000 a year.
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I call these matters to your attention, and ask you 

to seriously consider whether it is not time, in mak
ing your appropriations, to provide for a substan
tial payment each year on the principal of the net 
direct debt. It also seems to me that it is time that 
the principal of the metropolitan debt should begin 
to be decreased, as the annual interest charges are 
constantly growing larger and becoming a heavier 
burden.

The expenses of the Commonwealth were materi
al]}7' enlarged during the past year because of the 
greatly increased number of unfortunate people who 
had to be cared for in our various institutions, and 
we must expect this to be larger in the future. This 
fact should be taken into consideration in making 
your appropriations for the current year. It is 
obviously necessary, with the finances of the Com
monwealth in their present condition, to practice 
economy in every expenditure, and certainly no large 
new undertakings should be started which are not 
absolutely necessary, except those which are for the 
proper care of our sick and unfortunate.
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MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING AND REGISTRATION OF 
MUNICIPAL LOANS.

The Bureau of Statistics is doing a large amount 
of work in connection with municipal accounting re
form. It is a legitimate function of the Common
wealth to assist its municipalities, and especially the 
towns, in devising methods by which their affairs 
can be better administered to their own advantage, 
and it is highly desirable that it should do so in the 
interest of all our citizens and of investors in munic
ipal securities.

The very unfortunate occurrences which came to 
light during the past year in connection with the 
finances of the town of Framingham have brought 
forcibly to the attention of the people the necessity 
for some reform in the method of issuing municipal 
loans.

I suggest that some plan be adopted requiring the 
registration and certification in the office of the 
Bureau of Statistics of all town and city loans. This 
arrangement should be most carefully thought out 
and made as thorough as possible, and yet the sys
tem should not be too expensive. A proper charge 
for all registration and certification of the loans 
should be made to the towns and cities having it
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done. I  believe the registration and certification of 
such loans -would cause them to sell at a higher 
price, so that the charges for having it done would 
be no hardship to the municipalities, while it would 
be of material advantage to investors.

There are many people interested in this subject 
who have suggested various methods by which this 
can be done, and I submit the general subject to your 
attention, with an earnest request for prompt and 
wise action.

INTEREST ON WAR LOANS.
It lias been called to my attention that there are 

certain equitable claims for reimbursement of gold 
premium and interest charges paid by the Common
wealth on its war loans, which the Federal Govern
ment may properly be asked to pay, after enabling 
legislation has been enacted at Washington. The 
sum at issue is a large one, amounting to more than 
a million dollars.

At the present time there is no authority in law 
which would allow the Governor and Council to make 
proper contracts and arrangements for the presenta
tion of these claims. Under section 79 of chapter 6 
of the Revised Laws, the Governor, with the advice 
and consent of the Council, is given authority to
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make contracts to collect moneys due tlie Com
monwealth of Massachusetts, ‘ ‘ except any claim for 
reimbursement of interest paid by the Common
wealth on its war loans.” These claims to which 
I have referred are in part for ‘ ‘ interest paid by the 
Commonwealth on its war loans,” and it is neces
sary for the Legislature to take action, in order to 
give the Governor and Council authority to make 
proper arrangements to prosecute these claims. I 
therefore recommend that such action be taken.

EDUCATION.
The reorganized Board of Education was ap

pointed on the thirtieth day of June, 1909, to take 
office on the first day of July. The members have 
necessarily had little chance to do anything up to 
the present time except to familiarize themselves 
with present conditions and engage a Commissioner 
of Education. As the old Commission on Indus
trial Education and its officials went out of office 
when the new Board came in, the members of the 
new Board were themselves obliged to devote a great 
deal of time and attention to the ordinary routine 
work which was required until they could decide on 
a Commissioner of Education and get the new Board 
thoroughly organized. They have now engaged
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their commissioner, and are carefully studying the 
questions which come within their province, espe
cially the matter of industrial education and how 
best to adapt it to our present school system.

They find that the statutes under which industrial 
schools may be and have been established are not 
clear; and, because of this lack of clearness, many 
questions haye arisen in the past, under the Com
mission on Industrial Education, in regard to so- 
called independent industrial schools, which need to 
be settled and which can be cleared up only by new 
legislation. The Board of Education will ask for 
such action as it deems necessary, and will explain 
in detail the reasons therefor and what it desires to 
accomplish.

This question of industrial education and how it 
shall be worked in harmony with, and very likely 
become a part of, our public school system, is a great 
one. The Board has not had time as yet to properly 
study out and formulate a definite policy. It is not 
desirable that the Commonwealth should rush into 
this matter haphazard, and without careful consid
eration and a definite plan.

I  believe it would be very unwise to establish in
dependent industrial schools in various sections of 
the Commonwealth, which shall not be a part of our
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general educational system and which would not be 
under the direction of the Board of Education. 
Various steps in this direction have been taken in 
the past, and others attempted; but it is much wiser 
to have all the work that shall be performed by the 
State in this direction done systematically, after 
a careful examination by the Board, and done in 
harmony with our present school system.

We have an able Board of Education, which is 
earnestly devoted to its duties, and during the 
present year it will have time to, and will, formulate 
definite plans as to what should be done for the real 
advancement of this important work. In the mean 
time, it would be an unwise policy and bad judgment 
to create separate and individual schools for indus
trial education which would not be integral parts of 
our whole school system.

Much can be done this year by the Board, and 
legislation will be requested which will permit such 
work as is deemed proper; but it will, after the pas
sage of new legislation, require some time to study 
out a system before the Board will be able to go 
ahead with a completed plan of education which shall 
include industrial education as one of its principal 
and component parts.
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STATE LIBRARY.
More room lias been given to the State Library, 

and the trustees and tlie librarian are planning to 
use this space for legislative reference work. This 
will necessitate the employment of an assistant in 
this department, and I recommend an appropriation 
sufficient to meet this extra expense, and also a rea
sonable increase in the salary of the State Librarian.

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION".
This commission has done excellent work for 

many years, and the people of every town in the 
Commonwealth now have the opportunity to obtain 
books from a free public library. It is not desirable 
that the towns should have too much State assistance 
in this direction, but it is essential that the commis
sion should be given more assistance. The appro
priation of the commission should be somewhat in
creased, so that it may have additional help for 
performing its clerical work and visiting the various 
libraries throughout the Commonwealth.

MEAT INSPECTION.
During the last year much interest was taken in 

and attention given to the improving of conditions 
under which meat, to be sold for food to the people,
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should be slaughtered and prepared for sale. There 
was a feeling that meat infected with the germs of 
disease might be sold as food; and the fear that such 
conditions existed caused the Legislature to pass 
laws intended to prevent the sale of infected meat, 
and also to order an inquiry by the State Board of 
Health into the methods of slaughtering, in Massa
chusetts, of animals to be used for food.

Of all the animal food products consumed in this 
Commonwealth, a very large percentage is brought 
in from other States. In these cases, it being inter
state business, the food products must be inspected 
by officers of the United States stationed in the 
slaughter-houses where the animals are killed, and 
these animals and carcasses are examined thor
oughly, by trained men, before and after being 
slaughtered. If there is anything which renders 
meat unfit for food, it is seen by these inspectors 
and the carcass is destroyed; and only meat which 
is tit for food is permitted to be shipped from one 
State to another or to other countries. I have per
sonally looked into this examination in various 
slaughter-houses, and I am satisfied that the govern
ment inspection is scientific and adequate. This ap
plies to the great bulk of the animal food products 
consumed by the people of this Commonwealth.
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The local conditions which are permitted to exist 

in this State are not, in my opinion, good. The 
slaughter-houses are not properly kept, and many 
inspectors in the different sections of the Common
wealth do not properly understand their duties; the 
inspection is not sufficiently careful, and it is inade
quate.

A reorganization of this system should be effected, 
so that the Commonwealth may be divided into dis
tricts, having expert inspectors who shall superin
tend all the conditions under which animals for food 
are slaughtered, and who shall also examine the car
casses to see that they are in proper healthful con
dition to be sold for food.

The appointment by the Commonwealth of a given 
number of such inspectors to look after these condi
tions would cost considerable; but when the fact is 
considered that the people would be better protected 
from disease than they now are in the meat which 
they use for food, the extra expense, although quite 
an item, should not be controlling. While the ex
pense would be quite large to the State, much of 
it would be saved directly to the towns and cities, as 
they would be relieved of that which they now have 
to incur for inspection.

I recommend that careful consideration of this
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subject be given, and that action be taken so that all 
these conditions may be improved and a new system 
of local slaughtering established; and I suggest that 
the standard of inspection be made the same as that 
now required by the United States government. I 
do not think our conditions in this respect are worse 
than in many of the other States, but we cannot 
afford to be below the United States standard, which 
is the best; and I urge prompt and wise action in 
dealing with this most important question.

MILK CONDITIONS.
The production of milk and the way it shall be sold 

is a problem which seems very difficult to solve sat
isfactorily to both the producers and consumers. 
There has been much discussion as to whether the 
standard now required by law, of 12.15 per cent, 
of milk solids and 3.35 per cent, of fat, is right. I do 
not pretend to express an opinion based on knowl
edge in this respect, but I have not been able to see 
any way in which the consumer and the honest pro
ducer of milk can be properly protected, unless a 
standard of quality shall be established and main
tained by law.

While I thoroughly believe in a proper standard, 
established and maintained by law, some conditions
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existent to-day seem to cause a hardship to the Mas
sachusetts milk producers, because milk from other 
States can be sold in Massachusetts under many less 
restrictions than is the case with the product of 
Massachusetts farmers.

It is further a fact that for some reason the num
ber of neat cattle in the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts is decreasing. In the year 1908 there were 
3,300 head less of neat cattle than in 1907, and on 
Nov. 30, 1907, the record showed a decrease of nearly
10.000 from the previous year, so that there were
13.000 head of neat cattle less in Massachusetts at 
the beginning of 1909 than there were at the end 
of 1906. This proves conclusively that the keeping 
of cattle for milk in Massachusetts is not an indus
try that is growing, but one that is declining. This 
is unquestionably bad for the Commonwealth. As 
the consumption of milk seems to be constantly in
creasing, it must be brought in from other States. 
Our farming industry in this respect is not flourish
ing. It is not profitable for the farmer to raise and 
sell milk under existing conditions.

I believe that the Legislature should pass laws, 
if necessary, so that the farmers of this Common
wealth can ship their milk through the direct agency 
of the railroads, rather than be obliged to deal



1G GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS. [Jan.
through contractors who practically handle the 
shipping of milk for the railroads. Whether or not 
this would result in cheaper milk to the consumer, 
I do not know; hut I do not believe it wise for the 
great carrying agencies operating in the Common
wealth of Massachusetts to sublet these privileges 
to any one.

Every man who desires to ship milk to the cities of 
this Commonwealth over the railroads of the State 
should have the right to deal with them directly, 
under proper regulations and conditions. The rail
road should receive proper pay for the service 
rendered, and should not be obliged to take milk at 
every station; but proper provisions should be made 
so that milk delivered in reasonable quantities at 
particular points should be carried by the railroads 
at reasonable rates to the large centers of population 
where it is to be consumed. I believe if this were 
done many of the complaints which now exist con
cerning the milk question would disappear.

MILITARY MATTERS.
The militia is in excellent condition. The maneu

vers which were held during the past summer were 
most beneficial and advantageous. All the condi
tions of actual service in war time were present

l
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except the terrible carnage which results from actual 
conflict. Our troops were ordered to mobilize on 
a given day at given points, ready for service. This 
proved a severe test of the commissary and quar
termaster departments, which was admirably met. 
The troops of all arms, infantry, artillery and cav
alry, arrived at the designated points on time and in 
good condition. They were well fed and cared for 
during a week of most active service, during which 
time there was some very severe and disagreeable 
weather. Arrangements were made to prevent fires, 
and the damage done to the property of our citizens 
by the officers and men was almost negligible.

They worked hard and learned much, and, in spite 
of the bad weather conditions and hard work, there 
was almost no sickness. I believe that the informa
tion and experience thus obtained will be of great 
benefit in the future. I do not think it wise to have 
such extensive maneuvers every year, but I am satis
fied that the experience of the past year was most 
helpful and advantageous. I congratulate officers 
and men on the excellent service rendered and the 
splendid spirit shown.

Under the Dick bill, which was passed by the na
tional Congress and approved on Jan. 21, 1903, it 
was provided that troops serving from a State in
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connection with national troops under special condi
tions should receive certain pay. This did not con
template that the State troops so serving should be 
paid both by the national and State governments; 
but some confusion in regard to the matter has 
arisen, and certain of our organizations which have 
done special military work in the past have received 
pay from both State and nation, while the great bulk 
of the militia has been paid only the amount specified 
by the Commonwealth.

It does not seem to me that this is wise or just, 
and I believe provision should be made so that the 
pay of all the State troops should be the same, and 
that any money which would under certain circum
stances be paid by the national government to such 
troops, either for service or subsistence, should be 
turned into the treasury of the Commonwealth to 
assist in the general payment of military expenses. 
I would suggest to you that a proper law be passed 
to bring about this result.

INSTITUTIONS.
The various State institutions are in good condi

tion and doing their usual good work. The Lyman 
School for Boys and the State Industrial School for 
Girls have both been somewhat crowded, but new



1910.] SENATE —No. 1. 19
buildings which were authorized by the last Legis
lature will be completed early in 1910, which will 
relieve the situation. This also applies to the Mas
sachusetts Hospital School at Canton, which is a new 
school, doing well a very important work.

The nurses’ home at Rutland is nearly read}" for 
acceptance, and the Sanatorium is full. The new 
accommodations which were provided for at the 
State Hospital at Tewksbury have not been com
pleted as yet, but they are badly needed. The In
dustrial School for Boys at Shirley has been opened 
during the year. A great deal of work was done 
here in reorganizing and improving the plant, which 
was purchased at what I  believe to be a very low 
cost to the Commonwealth. There are now 90 in
mates.

The North Reading Sanatorium for consumptives 
was opened on Sept. 22, 1909, and is substantially 
full at present; the Lakeville Sanatorium will be 
opened in January, 1910, accommodating 150 more 
people; and the Westfield Sanatorium is expected 
to be opened either in February or March, 1910, to 
accommodate the same number.

At the Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics at 
Monson a building was provided for last year which 
will accommodate enough patients to relieve the
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crowding which exists there at present, and this 
building will be ready in July, 1910. The new Wren- 
tliarn State School which has been established for 
the feeble-minded has about 50 patients at present, 
and new buildings to accommodate about 200 pa
tients will be ready in about three months. At the 
Massachusetts School for the Feeble-minded at 
Waverley there are at present 1,261 patients.

The Prison Commission reports that there is no 
immediate need for increased accommodations in our 
prisons.

The insane in our State institutions numbered, 
Oct. 1, 1909, 11,490, — an increase of 499 this year, 
against 789 last year, 402 being the average annual 
increase for the last five years. It is safe to assume 
that the number of insane will increase in the im
mediate future at the average rate of 500 per year. 
The hospitals are now crowded, and there are more 
than 1,300 beds set up in the day rooms and cor
ridors, half of which have to be removed and stored 
every day.

Under these conditions, it will be necessary for 
you to make appropriations which will provide for 
something like 800 patients for the coming year. 
This will take care of the actual increase, and reduce
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the amount of overcrowding so that conditions will 
be much better than at present. The cost of this will 
be quite large, and the necessary appropriations 
will he recommended for the various institutions by 
the Board of Insanity.

While economy should be constantly in our minds 
this year, we ought to provide well for the care of 
our unfortunate insane, and erect such additions 
to our institutions as are necessary for this pur
pose.

FOXBOROUGH STATE HOSPITAL.
The trustees of the Foxborough State Hospital 

for inebriates have arrived at the point where they 
desire to make a beginning for a new institution. 
They feel that they should eventually have a location 
much larger than their present one, where they can 
have a large amount of land on which many of their 
inmates could work, and where arrangements could 
be made for a greater sub-division of their patients.

I understand that if this should be done, the Board 
of Insanity would utilize entirely the Foxborough 
institution, and that they could use it to most ex
cellent advantage in caring for the insane, the num
ber of which unfortunately increases from year to 
year. I think that the trustees of the Foxborough
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Hospital are obtaining good results, and that your 
honorable bodies should take such action as will 
enable them to make a start in the direction indi
cated.

In this connection it lias been called to my atten
tion that where land is bought by various boards of 
trustees, it often happens that they procure land 
which is mortgaged. The mortgagee will not dis
charge his mortgage until he is paid. On the other 
hand, the State officers will not pay over the money 
to the owner until he can show a clear title and tlie 
deed is received for record. Under these circum
stances, some member of the purchasing board has 
acted as an attorney for the owner of the land, while 
at the same time he is acting officially as one of the 
purchasers of the land for the Commonwealth. This 
ought to be changed, and it might be wise to provide 
that the Attorney-General should be given further 
power to act in such transactions, and any member 
of the purchasing board be relieved from acting in 
a double capacity. This suggestion is made as a gen
eral proposition which might be carried out in the 
purchase of any lands which the Commonwealth 
might wish to obtain.
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STATE HIGHWAYS.
The automobile law which was passed by the last 

Legislature is working well. It is expected that it 
will produce a net revenue of $175,000 during the 
next year, for use on the State highways; and, with 
the authority given the Highway Commission to 
check the reckless driving of these vehicles, it is, in 
the opinion of the commissioners, the most effective 
automobile law of any State.

The Highway Commissioners should be allowed 
to have sufficient money on hand to enable them to 
make advances to laborers and others for repair 
work. Where this work is done at present, — there 
not being money on hand to deal directly with such 
men, — the repairs are unnecessarily expensive.

They should also be given authority to buy small 
sections of land in different parts of the Com
monwealth, to be used for the storage of their ma
chinery; and, when opportunity offers, should have 
the right to purchase land in various sections which, 
furnishes good material for road building.

All these purchases of land, either for the storage 
of machinery or for the deposit of material for re
pairs on roads, should not be completed without the 
approval of the Governor and Council.
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I recommend that authority be given the Highway 

Commission in both these directions, because I feel 
certain that it will save money for the Common
wealth and permit the commission to render better 
service.

BOSTON RAILBOAD HOLDING COMPANY.
The Boston Railroad Holding Company, which 

was established by an act of the last Legislature, 
chapter 519, has issued certain bonds based on its 
holdings of Boston & Maine Railroad stock. These 
bonds are guaranteed by the New York, NewT Haven 
& Hartford Railroad Company, and are, in my 
opinion, a safe investment.

As the Holding Company needs more money to 
expend for improvements on the Boston & Maine 
Railroad, it will be necessary for it to issue more 
bonds, and as the money for these bonds is advanced 
it is necessary that the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad Company should be able to dis
pose of these bonds rather than hold them in its 
treasury and so tie up a very large amount of money.

These bonds bear 4 per cent, interest, and, being 
based on the stock of the Boston & Maine Railroad 
and guaranteed by the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad, would be, I believe, a most ex
cellent investment for our savings banks.
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The Boston Railroad Holding Company, in my 

opinion, will be a great benefit to the railroad situa
tion in Massachusetts and New England. I  believe 
the individuals who control the stock of this company 
intend to very greatly improve the physical condi
tion of the Boston & Maine Railroad. If this is done 
it will be a great benefit to Massachusetts and New 
England, and these owners should be encouraged 
by proper legislation.

Massachusetts cannot expect great improvements 
in railroad properties unless she is willing to help 
in proper ways those who are willing to put money 
into such developments. I understand and believe 
that important and extensive improvements are very 
soon to be undertaken on these properties, and I 
think it is in the interest of all our citizens that those 
making these large expenditures for such improve
ments should be encouraged to do so. I therefore 
recommend that these bonds be made a legal invest
ment for Massachusetts savings banks.

SAVINGS BANKS AND TRUST COMPANIES.
Prior to the passage of the business law of cor

porations, savings banks and trust companies were 
organized by special law and their charters made 
subject to the laws regulating the business of such 
corporations. There was no authority to organize
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such corporations under general laws. The general 
law of business corporations enacted in 1903 contains 
provisions excluding from its operation certain 
classes of corporations, among others savings banks, 
trust companies and co-operative banks, but also 
enacts that “ such provisions should not be con
strued to prohibit the organization of a corporation 
under the provisions of this act for the purpose of 
carrying on any lawful business, outside of this 
Commonwealth. ’ ’

It is thus possible for savings banks, trust com
panies and co-operative banks to be organized under 
our general laws, subject to no supervision or con
trol, to carry on business outside the State.

The result is that there are two classes of trust 
companies, savings banks and co-operative banks 
which may be organized in this Commonwealth, — 
one to do business within the Commonwealth under 
restriction and supervision, the other to do business 
outside the Commonwealth with no such supervision 
and subject to no restriction.

This condition seems anomalous, and I recommend 
the subject to your consideration for correction.
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CIVIL SEKVICE.
The work of the Civil Service Commission has be

come much greater in the last few years because of 
the very large increase in the number of people who 
are employed in the classified service. By the action 
of the last Legislature very important work has been 
added to this department, in connection with the 
certification of fitness of important appointees of 
the mayor of Boston. The commissioners need a 
deputy examiner, and they themselves should be paid 
larger salaries, and be required to give more of their 
time to the work. I trust that action will be taken 
by you to bring about these results.

FOBESTBY.
Careful attention is being given to our standing 

forests, and our non-productive or waste lands 
should not remain idle, as large possibilities for the 
future are to be found here and great results will 
come from a well-directed forest policy. Our motli 
work would be more effective in the saving of our 
trees if the local moth superintendents in towns and 
cities should receive their appointments subject to 
the approval of the State Forester.

I believe much better results in all our towns and
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cities could also be obtained were the State Forester 
given authority to advise and assist the local tree 
wardens.

PUBLICITY.
I recommend the enactment of a law which shall 

require the issuance annually of a public document 
containing correct information in regard to the 
salaries or pay of the employees and members of 
each department, board or commission, so that such 
salary or pay, and also the date of election or ap
pointment and residence of each officer or employee 
of the Commonwealth, may be easily ascertained.

Senators and Representatives: — I am glad to say 
that the material conditions in the Commonwealth 
and the nation have been very much better during 
the past year than they were in 1908. The great 
crops of the west have been bountiful, and the prices 
at which they have sold have been high. The cotton 
crop of the south is probably less than usual, but 
the farmers who raised it have received such good 
prices for their product that they are prosperous. 
The manufacturing industries in all lines are busy, 
and the people are employed at good wages. The 
whole nation is prosperous.

As a people, however, we are not economical; we
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are unnecessarily wasting our natural resources, 
and extravagance has become a habit. The price of 
everything is high, and this ought to put a premium 
on economy. This is not a proper time or place to 
discuss the reasons for these high prices, but it is 
well known that the enormous increase in the pro
duction of gold and the higher wages paid in every 
vocation of life must be two of the great contribu
tory causes.

In spite of these high prices, Massachusetts has 
been extremely prosperous and our savings banks 
have shown the largest increase in deposits of any 
year in our history, the total increase being $33,- 
581,751, making the total amount of deposits now on 
hand in our savings banks $743,101,481. The divi
dends declared to the depositors in our savings 
banks during the past year have amounted to $27,- 
110,047. The deposits put in these banks in 1909 
were about $16,000,000 more than in 1908, while the 
withdrawals of deposits in 1909 were $15,000,000 less 
than in 1908.

The above shows in a most graphic manner the 
tremendous change in conditions which has taken 
place in the last year. Notwithstanding the prevail
ing high prices, our people have saved money, and 
this means prosperity.
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You, as the representatives of the people, have a 

sacred trust imposed upon you. It is your duty to 
see that the resources of the Commonwealth shall 
not be wasted, and that the money of its citizens 
shall be wisely and properly expended. The Legis
latures of the past in Massachusetts have established 
a great record for the enactment of laws which have 
been in the true interest of the people. Your im
mediate predecessors maintained the high standard 
which had been set for them. I have no doubt that 
you will do equally well, and I promise to use my 
best endeavors to co-operate with you in accomplish
ing good results.


