
SENATE 46

To accompany the petition of Dennis Morrissey for legislation tc
prohibit the defacing of natural scenery. Roads and Bridges.

AN ACT
Relative to defacing Natural Scenery.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever paints or puts upon or in
2 any manner affixes to any fence, structure, pole,
3 rock or other object which is the property of an-
-4 other without the limit of the highway, any words,
5 device, trade-mark, advertisement or notice which
6 is not required by law to be posted thereon, without
7 first obtaining the written consent of the owner or
8 tenant of such property, shall, upon complaint of
9 such owner, or of his tenant or a proper municipal

10 or public officer, be punished by a fine of not more
11 than ten dollars.

1 Section 2. Whoever paints or puts upon or in
2 any manner affixes to any fence, structure, pole,

rock or other object within the limits of the high
4 way, any words, device, trade-mark, advertisement
5 or notice which is not required by law to be posted
6 thereon, without first obtaining written permission
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7 as hereinafter provided in this act, shall, upon com-
-8 plaint of any proper municipal or public officer or
9 the abutting property holder, be considered as

10 guilty of a misdemeanor and may be punished by
11 a tine of not more than ten dollars, and be com-
12 pelled by the proper local officer to remove any
13 words, device, trade-mark, advertisement or notice
14 so placed: provided, however, that nothing in this
15 act shall prevent the Massachusetts highway com-
-16 mission from granting, within the boundaries of
17 a state highway, permission, upon application in
18 writing, to interested parties the right to erect signs
19 furnishing information to the travelling public rela-
-20 tive to distances and directions to cities or towns
21 or other information, and designating thereon by
22 whom such signs are erected; and provided, fur-
-23 ther, that similar authority may be exercised by the
24 mayor of cities or selectmen of towns in a similar
25 manner upon ways not state highways.

1 Section 3. The form, size, appearance and mat-
-2 ter upon all signs erected under provisions of this
3 act shall be approved by the official or officials
4 granting the authority to erect them.

1 Section 4. Whoever mutilates, destroys or re-

-2 moves signs erected under the provisions of this
3 act, whether within or without the boundaries of
4 the highway, shall be punished by a fine of not less
5 than ten dollars nor more than five hundred dollars,
6 or by imprisonment for not more than thirty days.

1 Section 5. Section one hundred and fifteen of
2 chapter two hundred and eight of the Revised Laws
3 is hereby repealed.


