
SENATE . . . . No. 173
To accompany the petition of George W. Cook for legislation

relative to the enforcement of the laws concerning unlicensed and
uncollared dogs. Agriculture.

AN ACT
Relative to the Enforcement of the Laws concerning Unli-

censed and Uncollared Dogs.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and fifty-five of
2 chapter one hundred and two of the Revised Laws, as
3 amended hy chapter one hundred and forty-two of the
4 acts of the year nineteen hundred and four and chapter
5 two hundred and forty-one of the acts of the year nineteen

6 hundred and seven, is further amended hy striking out the
words “ a suitable person residing in the county who
hall ”, in the second and third lines thereof, and insert

9 ing in place thereof the words: shall appoint one and
10 may appoint not more than four suitable persons, all rc
11 siding in the county, any one of which persons, —so that
12 said section shall read as follows: Section 7 55. The
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13 county commissioners, except in the county of Suffolk,
11 shall appoint one and may appoint not more than four
15 suitable persons all residing in the county, any one of
16 which persons shall, at the
17 or of the chairman of the

request of said commissioners,
selectmen of a town or officer

18 of the police designated a
19 dred and fifty-one, invest!

provided in section one hun-
;ate any case of damages done

20 hy a dog of which such commissioners, chairman or of-
-21 ficer shall have been informed as provided in said section,
22 and if he believes that the evidence is sufficient to sustain
23 an action against the owner or keeper of a dog as pro-
-21 vided in section one hundred and sixty-two and believes
25 that such owner or keeper is able to satisfy any judgment
26 which may be recovered in such action, he shall, unless
27 such owner or keeper before action brought pays him such
28 amount in settlement of such damages as he deems rea-
-29 sonahle, bring such action. It may he brought in his
30 own name and in the county in which he resides, and
31 he shall prosecute it. Said officer shall have concurrent
32 jurisdiction with the officer or officers appointed under
33 authority of section one hundred and forty-three. All
31 awards received or recovered by him in such actions shall
35 he paid over to the county treasurer and placed to the
36 credit of the dog fund. The county treasurer shall pay
37 out of the dog fund such reasonable compensation as the
38 county commissioners shall allow to such person for his
39 services and necessary expenses and the reasonable ex-
-10 pense of prosecuting such actions. The person or per-
il sons appointed may be removed at any time by the county
42 commissioners and in counties in which they are ap-
-43 pointed the county treasurer shall not be authorized to
44 bring such actions.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage


