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EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION On PROBATION.

Sr.MMARY OF LkOISLATIVI-; R lO CO MMKA I) AT lONS.
The reasons which prompted the Legislature to prohibit
the appointment of active members of the police force as probation officers are obvious, and will he approved by those acquainted with the nature of real probation work.
Deputy Sheriffs.
Deputy sheriffs are in many places
considered an important part of the police department, and
there is no consistency in the law prohibiting the appoint-

ment of police officers and permitting the selection of deputy
sheriffs.

In the first report of the commission
Clerics of Courts.
it was stated: Clerks of courts are usually busy with their
duties as such at the very time, before the opening of court,
at which the preliminary investigation of eases by the probation officer has in most cases to be made.” In many cases
clerks of courts are practicing attorneys, and, therefore, have
not the time and very seldom the disposition to perform
effective probation work. Clerks of courts hear complaints
and in some cases perform duties similar to those of prosecuting attorneys, hence the position is inconsistent with the
duties of a probation officer.
Bail Commissioner.
By chapter 384 of the Acts of
1905 probation officers have the responsibility of releasing
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The present sti tute was en acted when the only persons acting as female ae dstant prob ation officers were those in the
nmnieipal court >f the city o f Boston. Since that time provision has been n ade for the appointment of female assistant
probation officers in South B nston, Eoxbury and Cambridge,
and this amendment is suggested to make the law consistent
with existing conditions.

