
HOUSE No. 1269
Bill accompanying the petition of William L. V. Newton for leg-

islation to provide that certain periodicals published in the Com-
monwealth shall file bonds to cover damages that may be awarded
in libel suits. Legal Affairs. January 19.

AN ACT
Relative to Bonds to be filed by Newspapers, Magazines

and Other Periodicals.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. It shall bi the duty of every newspaper,
2 magazine or other periodical published in this common-
3 wealth to file with the treasurer of the commonwealth
4 within thirty days after the passage of this act, or within
5 thirty days after the publication of any new periodical,
6 a bond to cover the amount of any damages that may be

iodical in a suit for libel7 recovered against the pc

1 Section 2. Newspapers, magazines and other period!
2 cals having a circulation exceeding five hundred and les;
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than one thousand copies shall file a bond to the amount
of five hundred dollars, and any newspaper, magazine
or other periodical having a daily or weekly circulation
of more than one thousand and less than five thousand
shall file a bond of one thousand dollars. Periodicals
having a circulation of more than five thousand or less
than twenty thousand shall a file a bond of three thou-
sand dollars. Periodicals having a circulation of more
than twenty thousand and less than fifty thousand shall
file a bond of five thousand dollars. Periodicals having
a circulation of exceeding fifty thousand shall file a bond
of five hundred dollars for each one thousand of their
circulation.

Section 3. The said bonds shall be in such form and
shall be accompanied by such sureties as may be re-
quired by the treasurer and receiver general.


