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in proportion to the amount of their respective contributions

thereto, but in no case for more than the amount contributed,

without interest. If the board of public welfare neglects or

refuses promptly to refer the matter to the department for

its approval, or to commence action within the period speci-

fied by the department, the department shall thereupon bring

such action in the name of such board, and shall withhold
from the town any reimbursement which it would otherwise

be entitled to receive, in an amount equal to the town's pro-

portionate share of the proceeds reahzed.

Approved August 8, 1956.

An Act authorizing the city of lowell to pay an an-

nuity TO THE WIDOW OF STEPHEN JOSEPH CALLAHAN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of promoting the pubhc
good, the city of Lowell is hereby authorized to appropriate
and pay to Mary Callahan, the widow of Stephen Joseph
Callalian, former member of the fire department of said

city, an annuity of one thousand dollars as long as she
remains unmarried.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance

by vote of the city council of the city of Lowell, subject to

the provisions of its charter, but not otherwise.

Approved August 8, 1966.

An Act validating certain acts of the city of peabody
relative to the installation of a sprinkler system
at the j. b, thomas hospital in said city.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section L The action of the city of Peabody in in-

curring liabilities amounting to twentj^^-six tliousand four
hundred and eighty-four dollars for the installation of a
wet sprinkler system at the J. B. Thomas Hospital is hereby
validated and confirmed, notwithstanding the failure of said
city to comply with the provisions of its charter or with
the requirements of section twenty-eight of chapter forty-
three of the General Laws. The trustees of said hospital
are hereby authorized to expend the sum of ten thousand
dollars from trust funds of said hospital and the city is

hereby authorized to raise and appropriate the sum of

sixteen thousand four hundred and eighty-four dollars to
pay such liability.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
ance by the city council of the city of Peabody, subject to
the pro\'isions of its charter. Approved August 8, 1956.
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