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AN ACT
To regulate the Practice of Optometry.

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

2nd House of Representatives
2nd hy the authority of the

e of optometry is defined to
method or means other than

1 Section 1. The practi
2 be the employment of any
3 the use of drugs for the measurement of the powers of
4 vision and the adaptation of lenses for the aid thereof.

1 Section 2. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall appoint five citizens of Massa-

have been actively engaged
ry as herein defined for the

3 chusetts, all of whom shal
4 in the practice of optome

such appointment, who shall
tration in optometry, in the

five years next previous t
constitute a board of re<.

iginal appointment of which one shall he appointed
for the term of one year, one for two years, one for

for four years and one for five yearthree year.

€ijc CommonUiealti) of CpassaclHisetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eleven.
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10 from the first day of October, nineteen hundred and
11 eleven. No member shall be eligible for reappointment.
12 Vacancies occurring in said board shall be tilled by the
13 governor with the advice and consent of the council.
14 No member of said board shall be a stockholder, mem-
-15 ber of the faculty or on the board of trustees of any
16 school of optometry or financially interested in a manu-
-17 factoring or wholesale optical house.

1 Section 3. Said board shall meet on the second
2 Tuesday of October in each year at such time and place
3 as it shall determine and shall organize by electing a
4 chairman and secretary who shall be members of the
5 board, and who shall hold their offices for the term of
6 one year. The secretary'shall give to the treasurer and
7 receiver general a bond, with sufficient sureties, to be
8 approved by the governor and council, for the faithful
9 performance of his official duties. The board shall annu-

-10 ally hold regular meetings on the second Tuesday of
11 February, June and November, and additional meetings
12 at such times and places as it shall determine.

1 Section 4. The board shall keep a record of the
2 names of all persons examined, registered or recorded

3 hereunder, and of all moneys received and disbursed by
4 it, and a duplicate thereof shall be open to inspection
5 in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth.
6 The fees received by the board shall be paid monthly by
7 its secretary into the treasury of the commonwealth.
8 Said board shall annually, on or before the first day of
9 January, make a report to the governor and council of

10 the condition of optometry in this commonwealth,
11 of all its official acts during the preceding year and

12 of its receipts and disbursements.
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1 Section 5. Every person desiring to commence the
2 practice of optometry after February first, nineteen hun-
-3 dred and twelve, upon presentation of satisfactory evi-
-4 dence, verified by oath, that he is more than twenty-one
5 years of age, of good moral character, has a preliminary
6 education equivalent to at least two years in a public
7 high school, and has also studied at least three years in
8 a registered optometrist’s oflice, or has graduated from
9 a school of optometry maintaining a course of study of

10 not less than two years and satisfactory to the said board
11 of examiners in optometry, shall take an examination
12 in theoretic, practical and physiological optics, theoretic
13 and practical optometry and anatomy and physiology of
14 the eye before said board to determine his qualifications
15 therefor. Every candidate successfully passing said ex-
-16 animation shall be registered by said board of examiners
17 in optometry as possessing the qualifications required by
18 this act, and shall receive a certificate therefor, which
19 shall have printed conspicuously upon its face the defini-

-20 tion of optometry as contained in section one ; but every
21 person engaged in the practice of optometry in this
22 commonwealth, at the time of the passage of this act

23 and who desires to continue the practice of optometry
24 after February first, nineteen hundred and twelve, shall
25 file with said board of examiners in optometry an affida-
-26 vit containing his name, usual place of business and the
27 date of beginning his practice, said affidavit to be signed
28 by a physician and two reputable merchants, testifying
29 as to his character and business standing, which affidavit
30 shall be satisfactory to the board of examiners in optom-
-31 etry, and when accepted shall be so recorded by said

32 board but no certificate shall be issued therefor. Any
33 person whose affidavit has been accepted and who shall
34 furnish further satisfactory proof to said board, as to his
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35 qualifications and who has 1
31! the practice of optometry in
37 than three years next prior
38 shall be entitled to take the

een continuously engraved in
«/ O O

this commonwealth for more
to the passage of this act,
examination prescribed by

passing the examination he19 this act, and if successfully

40 shall receiye a certificate of registration as herein pro-
-41 yided. The original appointees to the board of registra-
-42 tion, under section two of this act, shall be entitled to
43 certificates of registration without examination, by virtue
44 of their appointment. The fee for an examination shall
45 be twenty-five dollars and those passing the examination
40 shall receive a certificate of registration without addi-

47 tional charge. An applicant who fails to pass a satis
48 factory examination shall be entitled to one re-examina
49 tion after the expiration of three months, free of charge,
50 at any future meeting of the board, but for each subse-
51 quent examination a fee of five dollars shall be paid.

1 Section 6. The board shall have power to register
2 in its discretion, without examination, any person who
3 has been registered as an optometrist in another state
4 under laws which, in the opinion of the board, maintain
5 a standard substantially similar to that of this act.

1 Section 7. Every person to whom a certificate of
2 registration shall be granted shall immediately display
3 his certificate in a conspicuous place in the principal
4 office wherein he practises optometry, and whenever
5 required exhibit such certificate to said board or its
(1 authorized representatives; and whenever practising
7 said profession of optometry outside of or away from
8 said office or place of business he shall deliver to each
9 customer or person so fitted with glasses a bill of sale,

10 which shall contain his signature, home post-office ad-
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dress and the number of bis certificate of registration
or recorded number.

Section 8. Each member of the board shall receive
five dollars for every day actually spent in the perform-
ance of his duties and his necessary travelling expenses
actually expended in attending the meetings of the
board, not exceeding three cents a mile each way.
Such compensation and travelling expenses and all other
expenses incurred by the board under the provisions of
this act shall be approved by the board, and paid by the
commonwealth only from the 11101163'- P aid over by the
board. No money shall be applied to the payments of
the expenses of said board or said compensation, except
that received from said fees as aforesaid.

Section 9. Said board shall have the power to re-
voke any certificate of registration or the right to prac-
tice of any recorded person or suspend the effect of same
for fraud or deceit in practice or for conviction of crime,
habitual drunkenness for six months immediatelv before
the charge is made, or gross incompetency: provided,
however, that before any action is taken, the accused party
shall have written notice of the charge or charges made
against him, and a day specified in said notice to be at
least five days after the service thereof, at which a public
hearing is to be given, where the accused shall have an
pportunity to produce testimony in his own behalf, and

to confront the witnesses a ainst him. Three of the
members of the board shall 1 a quorum for such hear-

fore such board shall tes-ino-. Witnesses at hearings
O 0

tif}r under oath, and may be
board. The board shall have

worn by a member of th

the power to send for per
sons and compel the attend nice of witnesses at such
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19 hearing. Where the right to practise of any person has
20 been revoked, as herein provided, the board may, after
21 the expiration of one year, maintain an application for
22 a renewal of the right to practise, and upon such new
23 application they may, in their discretion, grant such a
24 renewal.

1 Section 10. Whoever, not being lawfully authorized
2 to practise optometry as defined by section one of this
3 act, holds himself out as a practitioner of optometrjy or
4 practises or attempts to practise optometry, or holds
5 himself out as a registered optometrist when not so
6 registered, or whoever personates another practitioner,
7 shall for each offence be punished by a tine of not less

. 8 than fifty dollars nor more than two hundred dollars, or
9 by imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months,

10 or by both such fine and imprisonment; but any person
11 engaged in the practice of optometry within the com-
-12 monwealth, at the time of the passage of this act, and
13 who is recorded by the board of registration under the
14 provisions of section five, shall be deemed to be lawfully
15 authorized to practise optometry without a certificate,
16 so long as he complies in other respects with the proper
17 provisions of this act and observes the laws of the com-
-18 monwealth.

1 Section 11. Nothing in this act shall be construed
2 to apply to physicians or surgeons lawfully entitled to
3 practise medicine under the laws of this commonwealth,
4 nor to persons who neither practise nor profess to prac-
-5 tise optometry, who sell spectacles, eye-glasses or lenses,
6 either on prescription from such physicians or surgeons
7 or duly qualified optometrists as herein provided, or as
8 merchandise from permanently located and established
9 places of business.


