
HOUSE No. 1387
Bill accompanying the petition of Robert N. Turner for legis-

lation relative to the duties of election officers, and to promote
publicity in regard to the ballot box. Election Laws. January 20.

AN ACT
Relative to the Duties of Election Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section two hundred and forty-nine of the acts of the
2 year nineteen hundred and seven is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “ sealed ”, in the fifteenth line,
4 the words: nor shall any election officer obstruct the
5 view of the dial which registers the deposit of a ballot,
6 nor shall he prohibit the reading of the figures on the
7 dial; and once each hour, beginning one hour after the
8 opening of the polls, the warden or the clerk shall read
9 and announce audibly the figures registered on the dial,

10 so as to read: Section 2J/.9. The state ballot boxes
11 shall be used for receiving the ballots in state and city
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12 elections, and in town elections where official ballots are
13 used. The election officers at each polling place shall,
14 at the opening of the polls and before any ballots are re-

-15 ceived, publicly open the ballot box, and ascertain by
16 personal examination, and publicly show that the same
17 is empty, and shall immediately thereafter lock or fasten
18 the box. The clerk of the precinct or town shall make
19 a record of the condition of the box register, and, if a
20 key is used, it shall be retained by the police officer or
21 constable at the polling place. The ballot box shall not,
22 after it is shown to he empty, be removed from public
23 view until all ballots have been removed therefrom and
24 the box has been relocked or sealed; nor shall any elec-
-25 tion officer obstruct the view of the dial which registers
26 the deposit of a ballot, nor shall he prohibit the reading
27 of the figures on the dial; and once each hour, begin-
-28 ning one hour after the opening of the polls, the warden,
29 or the clerk, shall read and announce audibly the fig-
-30 ures registered on the dial.
31 The ballot box shall not be opened nor any ballot re-
-32 moved therefrom until the polls are closed, except as
33 provided in section two hundred and seventy; but in
34 order to make room for ballots, the presiding officer may,
35 in the presence of all the election officers, open the box
36 and pack and press down the ballots therein.
37 The presiding officer of each polling place shall have
38 charge of the ballot box and ballot box seal, and shall,
39 at the close of each election, return the same, either per-
-40 sonally or by a police officer or constable in attendance at
41 the polling place, to the city or town clerk, in Boston to
42 the election commissioners.
43 If it becomes impossible to use the state ballot box, the
44 voting shall proceed in such manner as the presiding offi-
-45 cer shall direct, and in such case the clerk shall record
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46 the reason why such ballot box is not used, and shall en-
-47 close an attested copy of such record in the envelope with
48 the ballots cast. The provisions as to the use and cus-
-49 tody of the state ballot box shall, so far as applicable,
50 apply to the ballot box substituted therefor.
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