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To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts.

During the past year there has heen a remarkable devel
pment in relation to agriculture in the New England State
fleeting that of Massachusetts probably more immediately

the boom in agriculture and agricultural property in New
England which has been fostered by the popular magazines
and periodicals, and which has also engaged the attention of
business men and capitalists. With the taking up of the
free lands in the west, and the consequent cutting off of the
upply of cheap lands in that part of the country, the atten

tion of the public has heen turned toward the east, and th
lesson has been impressed upon it that here in New England
with the finest and most accessible markets in the country

there are greater opportunities for investment in agricultura
svelopment of farming opera-
settled regions. This has led
farm property, to a close study

property and for profitable
tions than in the more newly

md to a greater degree than that of the other States because
3f her superior markets and railroad facilities. I refer tc
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of scientific farm methods, with a view to possible profitable
operations, all of which has caused a general hardening in
values of farm property. What the ultimate result will be
cannot as yet be foretold, but it is my belief that we may
reasonably look to a permanent increase in values, to an
increased efficiency in our agriculture, and, because of these
factors, to a more hopeful feeling and greater expectation
of profit on the part of our farming population. That such

gainsaid; in the world we
neral way, what we expect
:est handicaps under which
suffered in the past twenty

an outlook is valuable cannot I
are very apt to achieve, in a j
to achieve, and one of the grei
agriculture in Slew England ha
years has been the general pessimistic attitude of the ma-
jority of those engaged in it. This the present more hope-
ful feeling should, and undoubtedly will, do much to expel.

Another indication of this general upward movement in
agricultural conditions in New England is the holding of
expositions and fostering interest in certain crops and
classes of crops, such as the New England Fruit Show of
1909 and the New England Corn Exposition of the past year.
The former showed the public and the fruit growers of New
England that we could produce as fine looking fruit as that
of the west, the quality having long been admitted to be
superior, and the latter that it was impossible to establish
world’s records for yield of corn per acre in Massachusetts,
in spite of the supposed superiority of western lands and
methods for this crop. These expositions should be repeated
in future years and others held covering other crops and
products, so that we may know our own possibilities in as
many lines as possible, and also demonstrate them to others.

From the standpoint of the business farmer the year has
generally been very satisfactory. The effect of the third
successive year of drought was more apparent upon wells,
springs, streams and ponds than upon growing crops, as
timely showers brought most crops through the season with
surprisingly little damage. The rains of the early season,
while not giving many inches of precipitation, nevertheless
resulted in an excellent hay crop. The corn crop was re-
markably good, both for grain and stover, and was secured
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without damage from frost, while other grain crops were at
least average. For these reasons, together with generally
satisfactory prices, the dairymen had a prosperous year, and
came to the winter with well-filled barns and full stocks of
cattle. Pastures suffered from drought, and many farmers
fed both grain and hay at the barn during the summer
months, thus reducing the profits of the business somewhat,
as well as the stocks of hay for winter use. Grain and hay
continue high iu price, though grain has receded a trifle from
its highest level, and dairymen should endeavor to raise as
much as possible for their own use. The increasing diffi-
culty in securing good cows leads to the suggestion that profit
in dairying will soon come to depend on judicious breeding
of dairy stock. Many dairymen could doubtless profitably
cut down their total production and give more attention to
the raising of their own stock and the production of their
own feeds. A good profit on a small volume of product is
to be preferred to a small or vanishing profit on a large
volume.

The apple crop, though not heavy in yield, was one of the
best of recent years in quality. More farmers sprayed their
fruit trees than ever before and the result was an increased
percentage of No. 1 fruit. Unsprayed fruit was also better
than usual, but not to be compared with that secured where
intelligent spraying was followed. The demand for New
England fruit of good quality was greater than ever before,
and it seems likely that the public is convinced of its superi-
ority to a greater extent than we have commonly supposed.
It remains for the farmers and fruit growers to hold and in-
crease this demand by producing the grade of goods that is
called for. The officials of the Boston & Maine Railroad
report that many carloads of New England apples were sent
to the middle west, where they competed successfully with
those from the far west and commanded much higher prices
than the native apples. This shows what may be done in
the way of invading the markets of other sections, but for
the present we would better bend our energies to recapturing
and holding our home market, our most valuable possession
and one too long neglected.



4 [Jan.BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Market gardeners general 1 7 had a good year, though some
very short in many sections,

rule and the demand well sus-
3ps, such as celery, were

Prices have been good as a
tained. Onions were a light jp, hut brought good prices.

p. with prices, as far as known,
were a light to medium crop,
try and eggs brought good prices
stock of poultry kept on farms

> was generally increased.

Tobacco was a very good cr

about normal. Cranberri
with the berries small. Poul
throughout the year, and the
and by small poultry keeper:

Legislati of 1910,jn

Board for legislation fared
a whole. As a result of the

The recommendations of thi;

well at the last session, taken as
work of the year a law was en
ducer from prosecution when h
ard milk in his possession, am
which to bring his milk to the

acted relieving the milk pro-
-3 innocently has below-stand-
giving him twenty days in

legal standard, thus protect-
ing the consumer as well. With the standard law in force,
so far as milk in the hands of dealers is concerned, the pub-
lic is protected against possible fraud on their part and the
farmer against the unfair competition resulting from such
fraud. The law as at present relieves the innocent milk
producer of the element of criminality that formed so strong
an objection to the milk standard law as previously inter-
preted and enforced. It ha
hoped for it, and seems to offc
problem which has proved so ve

accomplished all that was
r a reasonable solution of the
cations in recent years. Since
has been convicted of selling

iterests of the public have not
awn themselves ready to bring

its enactment no milk producer
below-standard milk, and the ii
suffered, as the farmers have sb
their milk to the standard in every case where they have been
notified that it is below standard.

Other legislation relative to agricultural interests, recom-
mended by this Board and enacted into law, includes the fol-
lowing: an act relative to wild deer, an act relative to State
inspection of apiaries, an act providing for a special report
on game birds, and an act making an appropriation for the
encouragement of orcharding. These will be taken up under
their proper headings and need no further comment at this
time.
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Milk Legislation.

Although the milk standard law would seem to he satis-
factorily solved, for the present, at least, and further agita-
tion in relation to it is to be ill timed, there remains one
phase of the business on which legislation would seem to be
in order at this session of the Legislature. As is well known,
there is a determined effort in the making, hacked by power-
ful interests, to have State-wide inspection of milk produc-
tion, under the control and at the expense of the Common-
wealth. Such inspection has some advantages from the
standpoint of both the consumer and the producer, hut in
any form hitherto proposed is open to certain objections
which more than nullify its good features. On the one hand,
it must stop at the State line, and thus discriminates against
the Massachusetts producer, placing burdens upon him to
which his competitors in other States are not subjected, and
at the same time inadequately protects the consumer, as it
■leaves by far the greater part of the milk supply of Boston,
at least, uninspected as to conditions of production. On the
other hand, it imposes an undue burden on the producer by
obliging him to help defray the bills incurred in inspecting
him. It is manifestly unfair to tax the town of Petersham,
for instance, to help pay for inspection of milk for the pro-
tection of the people of Boston. Such a proposition catches
the farmer coming and going, making it more expensive for
him to produce milk and compelling him to pay for the
work of making it more expensive. I do not wish to he
understood as opposing proper inspection of milk produc-
tion : I simply seek some method of inspection that shall be
fair to all. To my mind the best solution for the producer
and consumer alike lies along the line of legislation to allow
the boards of health of cities and towns to inspect the dairies
that produce the milk consumed in the said cities and towns,
and to forbid its sale without such inspection. It may be
objected that this is impossible of accomplishment in the
metropolitan district, hut it has been practically accomplished
in some instances, certain dairies being already set aside to
furnish the supply for certain towns. This step accom-
plished their inspection becomes a simple matter. Such a
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plan will afford the degree of protection desired by the sev-
eral cities and towns, and also relieve the farming communi-
ties of any additional burden of taxation for the purpose.
I would recommend, therefore, that the Board submit to the
Legislature a bill authorizing boards of health of cities and
towns to issue permits for all milk or cream received, held,
kept, offered for sale or sold in said cities and towns, subject
to such conditions as they may make, and to forbid the sale
of any milk or cream produced, transported or kept under
conditions not approved by the said hoards of health.

WoEK OF THE OfFICI
luring the year the work of the office has increased re

markahly. We had many plan;
ing and classifying the library,
to put over to some later time,

for work, such as rearrang-
which we have been obliged

This increase is due to a
them the wakening to thevariety of causes, chief amona

possibilities of Flew England a£
and the consequent demand for

riculture, previously noticed,
information, by publications
list of publications availabler otherwise. In addition, our

for distribution has been increased, and we have taken con-
siderable pains to acquaint the public with its contents. The
policy of the office for the past year and more has been to
answer every request, except those for a specified bulletin
or publication, with a personal letter, and to go to all possible
pains to obtain information for correspondents. That this
policy is appreciated by the public we are well assured.
Within a few days we have had on one mail no less than six
letters thanking us for publications sent or information given.
Careful work of this kind makes more work, as it encourages
additional queries, but the citizens of Massachusetts are en-
titled to it at our hands, and we are glad to extend the same
courtesy to those of other States.

The office library is in bad condition, containing many
sets and parts of sets of bulletins and other publications
which should be completed and bound, or otherwise disposed
of. Many of the books and pamphlets are of no use to us,
either because in foreign languages or for other reasons, and
it is our purpose to send these to the Massachusetts Agricul-
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tural College, or to some other institution where they may
be of service. The library should he rearranged and card
catalogued, so that additions may be easily entered up. Also,
the correspondence and other office work seems likely to grow
beyond possible management by the present clerical force.

An interesting comparison is offered by the amounts ex-
pended for postage and for printing during the years 1905
and 1910. The former gauges the amount of correspondence
and the amount of bulletins, leaflets, etc., sent out by mail.
In 1905 the Board expended for this purpose the sum of
$329. and in 1910 that of $017.43. The amount expended
for printed matter gauges the demand for our publications
and our effort to meet it. In 1905 the Board expended for
this purpose the sum of $1,023.42, and in 1910 that of
$1,605.94. In addition, we were obliged to carry over bills
for this purpose amounting to between $4OO and $5OO, which
could not be paid out of the appropriations for 1910. We
have been obliged, during the past year, to employ consid-
erable help from time to time for addressing, mailing, sten-
ographic work, typewriting and multigraph work. This
has been paid for from the appropriations for other clerical
assistance and lectures before the Board, for the expenses of
the State Ornithologist and that of the Dairy Bureau.
These matters could all be handled in this office if we had a
stenographer permanently in employment, and the office work
so lightened that the matters above referred to could be taken
up and disposed of.

For these reasons I would recommend that the Board pre-
sent to the Legislature a bill calling for an increase of the
appropriation for extra clerical assistance and lectures be-
fore the Board from $BOO to $l6OO per annum, so that a
stenographer can be regularly employed.

Wild Deer.
The nuisance caused by the presence of wild deer in the

State, and the great menace they form to young orchards,
market gardens, nurseries and farm crops, has been pointed
out too often to need repetition at this time. The agitation
for their regulation, begun by your secretary several years
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ago, resulted last year in a very satisfactory law, allowing
the farmer to kill them in his orchards or crops, with any
weapon at hand, and also allowing a short open season in
the five western counties, when they could be hunted with
shot guns. Something like 2,000 deer were killed during
the year by farmers and hunters, without a single fatality
to human beings. The Commissioners on Fisheries and
Game last year estimated, at my request, the number of deer
in the State at about 8,000, and their annual rate of increase

be seen that those killed wereat about 40 per cent, so it will
less than the natural increase,
not as great as it would appear
will undoubtedly be a protest
Sentimentalists will urge that
ture of the landscape and shoul

Thus the relief secured is
on first consideration. There
against another open season,

the deer form a pleasing fea-
-1 be protected at all times, but

it is better for the community at large that they be kept
within reasonable numbers, rather than that they be allowed
to increase without check, and ravage our orchards and fields
to the great detriment of agriculture. A business with an an-
nual output of upwards of seventy millions of dollars deserves
consideration before a mere sentiment. It will also be urged
that it is cruel to allow them to be wounded with shot guns,
in many instances to die in the woods, and this is to be re-
gretted, but it is better that a few deer die in this manner
rather than that one human being should be killed by the
rifle in the hands of a deer hunter.

Changes in the Board.
The changes in the membership of the Board during the

year came about entirely through the expirations of the terms
of various members. Members retiring because of expira-
tion of terms of service are; Dr. Austin Peters, formerly
Chief of the Cattle Bureau, after eight years of service; Wm.
B. Avery of the Deerfield Valley Agricultural Society, after
three years of service; Henry S. Pease of the Highland Agri-
cultural Society, after six years of service; W. A. Harlow
of the Hillside Agricultural Society, after three years of
service, and Isaac Damon of the Middlesex South Agricul-
tural Society, after eighteen years of service.
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Meetings of the Board.
The Board held its animal summer field meeting at the

Massachusetts Agricultural College, Amherst, on June 23,
1910. The means and methods of spraying, grass culture
and alfalfa growing, swine growing and management, and
the making of certified milk, were demonstrated. Prof. L.
A. Clinton of Connecticut gave an interesting lecture on corn
growing. The attendance was large.

The second demonstration meeting was held at Ponkapoag
Pond, in Canton, on August 18, 1910, with demonstrations
of handling and hiving bees and combating foul brood in
bees, also of budding, grafting and pruning fruit trees. The
meeting was held for the people of the immediate section and
Avas well attended.

The public Avinter meeting of the Board was held at North-
ampton, with the Hampshire, Franklin and Hampden Agri-
cultural Society. The programme was a strong one, the
attendance large, and the interest in the lectures unusually
keen. The Northampton Board of Trade gave a reception
to the Board at the Draper Hotel on the evening of Wednes-
day, December 7. The lectures delivered, and selections
from the discussions, Avill be printed in the annual volume.

The annual business meeting of the Board was held at
Boston, on Jan. 10 and 11, 1910, and special business meet-
ings were held at Amherst and Northampton, in connection
Avith the summer and winter meetings.

Agricultural Societies,

The agricultural societies generally held fine exhibitions
and enjoyed a prosperous year. The attendance was good
and only a few suffered from bad weather, most of these
being able to make receipts equal expenses. The competi-
tion and interest in the agricultural exhibits at these fairs
are certainly increasing. Attend any fair with which you
were familiar in the past and you will find many more people
looking over the stock and the hall exhibits, and a smaller
proportion of the crowd gathered around the stage and other
attractions. This increases the educational value of the fairs
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to a considerable degree, and makes them well worthy of
support from the Commonwealth. The inspectors report
that the societies are generally prosperous, with good ground
and buildings, and their criticisms are of details of manage
ment rather than of the general tendencies of the fairs. N
objectionable features were noticed by the inspectors.

The societies generally responded to the request of the
Board for assistance for the New England Corn Exposition,
the greater part contributing sums ranging from $l5 to $250.
The Worcester Agricultural Society also gave the use of its
grounds and buildings without charge. Altogether cash con-
tributions to the amount of upwards of a thousand dollars
were made by the societies. Without these contributions it
would have been impossible for the exposition to have come
out with all bills paid, and the societies are entitled to a great
deal of credit for its success. I would recommend that the
Board make the same request for assistance for the benefit
of the New England Eruit Show, if it shall hold an exhibitior
during the current year.

Faemei IxSTITUTi
The institute work has been carried on along the usual

lines and with the usual success. One hundred and forty
meetings have been held during the year, with 198 sessions.
All the societies held 3 or more meetings, except the Hoosae
Valley and Oxford societies, which asked and received per-
mission to hold but 2. Nine societies held 4or more insti-
tutes. and 24 meetings were given to organizations other than
incorporated agricultural societies. The attendance for the
year shows a falling off, the average being but 110, as against«/ O' O O 7 0

137 last year, 111 in 1908. 118 in 1907, 127 in 1906, 125
in 1905, and figures ranging from 94 in 1899 to 109 in 1904,
for previous years. The falling off is accounted for in the
main by bad weather at a time when a large number of insti-
tutes were held, rain and warm weather following the heavy
snows of early winter and making the roads impassable for
any distance. These accidents cannot be guarded against,
but probably such a general condition will not occur again
for several years to come.
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A circuit has been arranged for Prof. E. M. Washburn
of Vermont, for the week of February 27 to March 4. Dr.
Geo. M. Twitchell will again make Boston his place of resi-
dence during February and the first two weeks of March,
and will be available at any time during that period.

The list of speakers was carefully revised by the committee
on institutes and public meetings and is now stronger than
ever. We shall be glad to advise with institute managers
in regard to speakers and subjects suited for their special
needs. We consider the advertising of these meetings of
special importance, and shall be glad to assist in any way.

V our secretary attended the annual meeting of the Amer-
ican Association of Farmers’ Institute Workers, at Wash-
ington, D. C., early in November, and derived much profit
from the meeting.

A new feature of the work was an institute for women,
held at Lowell in December of this year, with women speak-
ers. The meeting was a very interesting one, but I feel
bound to say that I was disappointed in one respect, in that
there were more men than women in the audience. It is my
intention to continue this line of work to a certain extent,
until it is demonstrated whether there is a demand for it in
Massachusetts.

Owing to the demands on our appropriation for “ the dis-
semination of useful information in agriculture,” in the way
of bulletins, we were obliged to carry over bills to be paid
from the appropriation for 1911. This will necessitate a
cutting down of the work, either in publication or in insti-
tutes, or both, during the coming year, unless an increase is
granted by the Legislature. This being an appropriation
where the sum is not fixed by statute I have included an in-
crease of $l,OOO in my estimates for the year. It will not
be necessary to present a bill to the Legislature, but I would
recommend that the Board instruct its committee on legisla-
tion to appear before the Legislature and urge the necessity
of this increase.
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Apiaey Inspection.

The Legislature at the last session passed a special bill
for the appointment of an apiary inspector by this B[pard, to
serve until March 31, 1911, with an appropriation of $5OO.
The declared purpose of the Legislature was to allow a trial
of the work, to ascertain whether it was necessary and whether
what was claimed for it could be accomplished. At the
special business meeting, at Amherst, the Board elected Bur-
ton K. Gates, Ph.D., of Washington, D. C., and formerly of
Worcester, as State Inspector of Apiaries. With the small
sum at his command and the late date of beginning the work
he could accomplish only a small part of what needed to be
done. His investigations have established the presence of
foul brood in all sections of the State, and have determined
the fact that bees have been practically wiped out over large
areas. The importance of this matter can he better under-
stood when it is known that cucumber growers are absolutely
dependent upon bees for the setting of the blossoms, and
that in many cases the introduction of diseased colonies, un-
able to do the work, has led to heavy losses in the greenhouses.
Eurther, fruit growers are in a large measure dependent upon
bees for cross-fertilization of fruit blossoms, and experiments
have shown that many partial failures of the crop have been
due to their absence. The beekeepers appreciate the fact
that this work is necessary for the preservation of their in-
dustry, and strongly favor its being made permanent. The
details will be shown in the annual report of the Inspector
of Apiaries, to be presented at this meeting, also plans for
future work. I would recommend that this Board present
a bill to the Legislature making this work permanent, and
calling for an appropriation of $2,000 per annum. Careful
estimates show that this sum is necessary for the next few
years at least.

Hueseey Inspection.

The State [Nursery Inspector met with many difficulties
in the carrying out of the work of the year, and was only
able to do 'so through the aid of the United States govern-
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ment and the nursery owners. The threatened quarantine
against our nursery stock by other States, from fear of the
introduction of the gypsy and hrown-tail moths, has put an
entirely different face upon the future of the work. A
greatly increased appropriation will be necessary if this in-
dustry, with an annual output of over a million dollars, is to
be saved to the Commonwealth. The Massachusetts’ Nurs-
erymen’s Association, composed of the owners of nurseries
within the Commonwealth, proposes to ask for legislation to
that end. Owing to their vital interest in the matter they
are the proper ones to make the proposition, but I would
recommend that you instruct your secretary and your com-
mittee on legislation to appear before the proper committees
of the Legislature and urge the necessity for this legislation.
Also, that you instruct your secretary to extend to Hr. L. O.
Howard, Chief of the Bureau of Entomology of the United
States Department of Agriculture, an expression of our cor-
dial appreciation of the great assistance he rendered this in-
dustry and your Nursery Inspector during the past year.

The details of the work will be set forth in the annual re-
port of the State Nursery Inspector, to be presented at this
meeting. It is sufficient to say that the work was well done
by Dr. Fernald and his assistants. The privilege of the law,
by which private owners can call for an inspection of adja-
cent property for the San Jose scale, was availed of for the
first time this year, several applications being received, and
the nuisance abated under direction of the Nursery Inspector
in each case. This feature of the work seems likely to have
a wider application in the future.

Dairy Btjeeai

The work of the Dairy Bureau has been characterized by
thoroughness, judgment and moderation. The number of
cases brought in court, the percentage of convictions secured
the disposition of technical violations of the law by ■warn

ing without prosecution, and the educational work of the
Bureau, all reflect credit upon its management. The mem
hers of the Bureau, with two others, appointed by the Gov
ernor, have been engaged in an investigation of the milk sit
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nation, with a view to preparing a plan for inspection of
production. lam not, at this time, informed as to their find-
ings, but can vouch for the thoroughness of their investiga-
tion. The details of the work proper of the Bureau are
given in the annual report of its general agent, which will be
presented at this meeting.

Cattle Bureau
A new incumbent of the office of Chief of the Cattle Bureau

will present his first report at this meeting. While enter-
taining the highest regard for the ability and the work of
both the late and the present chiefs I would fail in my duty
to the Board if I did not again point out the inconsistency
of the law, which makes this Bureau a part of the Board and
at the same time withholds from the Board any authority
over it. The work of inspection of animals and prevention
of animal diseases should be under the control of this Board;
that of the inspection of meat and of slaughterhouses more
properly falls under the State Board of Health. I would
recommend that the Board present to the Legislature a bill
providing for such a division of the work.

State Forester.
The State Forester will report to you verbally, giving a

short statement of the more important features of his work.
His formal report, too long to be read at this meeting, will
be printed in the annual volume. That he has done a large
amount of valuable work for the State I am thoroughly con-
vinced, and I am equally certain that he deserves commen-
dation and assistance. I would therefore recommend that
this Board endorse the work of the State Forester, and in-
struct its secretary and its committee on legislation to ren-
der all the support to his recommendations for legislation
that they shall deem proper and necessary.

State Ornithologist.

The State Ornithologist has been engaged during the year
in the preparation of the report on game birds authorized
by the last Legislature, along similar lines to the recent re-
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c

port on “ Useful Birds and their .Protection.” Although
this has taken the greater part of his time he has attended
to his other duties as State Ornithologist, including a great
deal of correspondence. The report on game birds will be
issued some time during the year, and will be sold at not less
than cost, the free list for the report being very small. Much
of the stenographic work of the State Ornithologist can be
taken over by the office stenographer if the proposed appro-
priation for that purpose is granted. Eew people appreci-
ate the wide field which his work covers, and the great de-
mand for information along these lines. The sale of “ Use-
ful Birds and their Protection ’’ has apparently reached a
stable basis, about thirty copies a month being disposed of,
and there is a sufficient number of the third edition on hand
so that a reprint will not be needed in the immediate future.
The details of the work of the State Ornithologist will be
given in his report, which will be presented at this meeting.

Massachusetts Agricultural Collegi

The legislature of 1910 dealt generously with the college
nd the work of the institution has been greatly increased

and broadened. The numbers in attendance are growing,
and it would seem as though the college was about to enter
upon the most prosperous period of its history. No par-
ticular feature of the work presents itself for special com-
ment, and the work of the institution as a whole is too varied
and complex to be treated in this report. Continued gen-
erous support for this institution is asked at the hands of
the Legislature

The New England Corn Exposition

This exposition was a great success. Launched a year
ago, and held back one year to give right of way to the New
England Fruit Show, the exposition showed the effects of the
careful preparation in its exhibits and in the interest shown
in them. The feature of the exposition which attracted the
widest attention was the world’s record for shelled corn per
acre, made by a Massachusetts fanner, with New England
flint corn. It showed that New England need ask no odds
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of the west, even in the latter’s own specialty, and that it is
still possible to grow this crop to perfection on our fields.
The other exhibits in the halls of the Worcester Society
amply showed that quality as well as quantity was to be found
here. With a remarkable corn year and a splendid crop to
draw from an artistic success was assured, hut the financial
success of the exposition was made possible by fhe generous
donations of the agricultural societies. I make no question
that this show will be repeated in future years, and there is
nothing that gives a greater impetus to our agriculture than
the holding of such expositions. By showing others what
we can do we show ourselves, and set a mark to be aimed
at in the future.

The [New Exgland Feuit Snow of 1911
The splendid fruit show held at Boston in 1909 will be

repeated during the coming year, according to plans as now
outlined. With the attention that is now being paid to
apple growing, as well as other lines of fruit culture, and the
general interest in the subject, it would be strange, indeed,
if the record of a year ago were not surpassed. That this
Board will co-operate is certain, that the societies will deal
generously with the show I am convinced, and that the gen-
eral public will respond as never before to an exposition of
this sort I thoroughly believe.

The Faem Catalogue.

The Legislature of 1909 authorized the Board to collect
all necessary information in regard to the opportunities for
developing the agricultural resources of the Commonwealth
by the reoccupancy of idle or partly improved farms and
farm lands, and cause the facts so obtained and a statement
of the advantages offered to be circulated where and in such
manner as the said Board considered for the best interests
of the Commonwealth, and appropriated $l,OOO for the pur-
pose. Your secretary investigated the subject carefully,
and became convinced that the interests of the Common-
wealth were best to bo served by a publication on optimistic
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lines; that it was better to put the best foot foremost rather
than to present a pessimistic picture of our agriculture, and
presented an outline of his plan to the executive committee
of the Board. The committee approved the plan and in-
structed the secretary to carry it out. The wording of the
act allowed a certain amount of room for judgment in ex-
ecuting the project. Many delays were encountered in the
work, owing to changes in office force, increasing work on
other lines, delay of the boards of assessors and owners of
farms in replying to our circulars, but the report was finally
issued in November, 1910. You know how the plan was
worked out and the instantaneous success of the publication.
The edition was small, only 3,500 copies, owing to lack of
funds, and in eleven office days these were entirely distrib-
uted.

The demand has continued unabated, and we have prob-
ably a thousand calls for a possible second edition on file at
this time. These are by no means local, there being many
from western States. It seems probable that an edition of
10,000 copies would not more than supply the demand for
the present year. Such an edition, the printers estimate,
would cost from $950 to $l,OOO. Money is also needed for
postage for mailing the edition and other expenses connected
with its distribution. If the work is to be continued other
owners should be given an opportunity to list their farms,
and a revised edition issued. There are many ways in
which money could be expended which would, in my judg-
ment, be of greater value to agriculture, but I doubt if
there is any publication which we could offer that would be
so much in demand by the people of the State, and of other
States, as would this publication. As the general public
pays the bills, both for this publication and others of more
direct benefit to agriculture, its wishes should certainly be
regarded when plainly expressed. I would therefore recom-
mend that the Board ask the Legislature for an appropria-
tion of $3,000, to publish a second edition of this catalogue,
and to revise the material therein contained and publish a
third edition.
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The Encouragement of Orcharding.

A new line of work for the year was that under the appro-
priation for the encouragement of orcharding, made by the
Legislature of 1910. A special committee, consisting of
Messrs. Bursley and Wheeler and Professor Sears, pomolo-
gist to the Board, prepared a plan for the carrying out of the
provisions of the act, which was accepted hy the executive
committee, acting for the Board. Under this plan prizes
were offered for the greatest yield from any single apple tree;
for the greatest yield from any acre of apple trees, trees to
be in one solid block; for the best results from spraying, and
for the best young orchard, of not less than two acres, trees
not necessarily in one solid block, set in 1908 or 1909. The
first three classes were awarded on sworn statements hy the
contestants, and the last class as the result of an inspection by
Mr. Wilfrid Wheeler, acting as judge. The prizes were
awarded as follows: Class 1, first prize, $25, to Frederick
A. Russell of Methuen, for a yield of 56 bushels from a
Gravenstein tree; second prize, $l5, to C. W. Mann of
Methuen, for 44 bushels from a Baldwin tree; third prize,
$lO, to Rev. IST. B. Fiske of Danvers, for 32 1-2 bushels from
a Wealthy tree. Class 2,— first prize, $5O, to the Drew-
Munson Fruit Company of Littleton, for 227 barrels of
Baldwin apples; second prize, $3O, to Rev. FT. B. Fiske of
Danvers, for 115 barrels of Baldwin apples. Class 3
first prize, $3O, to Rev. 2ST. B. Fiske of Danvers; second
prize, $2O, to the Drew-Munson Fruit Company of Little-
ton. Class 4,— first prize, $5O, to Turner Hill Farm of
Ipswich, with a score of 95; second prize, $3O, to H. A,
Hale of Colrain, with a score of 92; third prize, to E. Cyrus
Miller of Haydenville, with a score of 91.

One demonstration meeting was held under this appro-
priation, at Medway, with very good results. It is planned
to hold at least two meetings each year in future. Another
feature to he developed during the current year is an exhibit
of Massachusetts apples, in conspicuous places in Boston and
other large cities. The fruit has been secured and plans are
under way for its being shown.
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A very interesting feature under this work was an exhibit
of apples at the offices of the Board, the third week in No-
vember. No cash prizes were offered, but first and second
prize ribbons for the best three specimens of the following
varieties: Baldwin, Gravenstein, Hubbardston, Mclntosh Bed,
Northern Spy, Rhode Island Greening, Roxbury Russet,
Wealthy, King of Tompkins County, Sutton, Tolman Sweet,
Yellow Bellflower, Red Canada, Westfield and Winter
Banana. Ribbons were awarded as follows: Baldwin, first,
to H. M. Longley of Shirley; second, to B. L. Call of Colrain;
honorable mention, to L. A. &C. J. Lahm of Carlisle. Rox-
bury Russet, first, to Edw. A. Lunt of Newbury; second,
to L. H. Bailey of West Newbury. Northern Spy, first, to
W. H. Campbell of Wayland
of Carlisle. Hubbardston,

scond, to L. A. & C. J. Lahm
first, to F. A. Russell of

Methuen; second, to C. A. Campbell of Ipswich. King,
first, to Boston Consumptives Hospital; second, to C. A.
Campbell of Ipswich. Rhode Island Greening, first, to
Samuel Leeds of Woburn. Sutton Beauty, first, to Ed-
ward Farrar of Lincoln. Mclntosh Red, first, to Edward
Farrar of Lincoln. Stark,-
Methuen. Palmer Greening
of Shirley. Winter Banana,
Vineyard Haven. Wagner, -

first, to F. A. Russell of
first, to H. M. Longley
first to E. D. Robinson of

first, to E. D. Robinson of
Vineyard Haven. Yellow Bellflower, first, to Boston Con-
sumptives Hospital. Schiawassa Beauty, second, to Bos-
ton Consumptives Hospital. Blue Pearmain, second, to Wm.
N. Davis of Hudson.

The exhibit attracted a great deal of attention, and the
office was thronged with visitors during the four days that the
apples were on exhibition, upwards of 1,000 persons, by con-
servative estimate, visiting the exhibition. The high quality
of the fruit shown did much to convince the visitors, who were
mainly residents of Boston and from the consuming class, that
our home-grown fruit is the equal in appearance of any
grown in the west, and all admit its superior quality. This
exhibition is a feature which should be repeated every year
in which there is not a fruit show of greater magnitude in
Boston.
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Bulletins of Massachusetts Agriculture.

The demand for these publications increased during the
year, and the first edition of Nos. 1 and 2, on poultry and
orcharding, were entirely exhausted. Calls for them accu-
mulated to such an extent that a reprint was imperative, and
they were issued during November in editions of 2,500 each.
These editions were revised and new matter was added, which
had appeared since the publication of the first edition. As
they stand to-day they are fairly complete text-books on the
subjects in question. New bulletins issued during the year
were, No. 3, “ Grasses and forage crops,” and No. 4, “ Small
fruits and berries,” the former in an edition of 2,000 copies
and the latter in one of 2,500. Bulletin No. 4 covers fruits
for the home garden, peaches, pears, plums, quinces,
grapes, strawberries and cranberries, and there is a con-
stant and increasing demand for it. Bulletins should be
issued as soon as possible on vegetables and vegetable grow-
ing, dairying, animal husbandry and beekeeping. There is
a demand for information on all these lines which we cannot,
at present, satisfy. This demand and the need for these pub-
lications form an additional strong reason for the increase
of the appropriation for the
mation in agriculture,” prev

dissemination of useful infor-
usly referred to.

ReportCrop

The monthly crop reports
ber, as usual. A new feature

were issued from May to Octo-
was the list of publications avail-

able for distribution, included in the report for August. A
supplementary list, giving those issued subsequent to the
printing of the previous crop report, has appeared in each
of the succeeding issues, and will be made a regular feature.
The issue for September contained a list of the annual reports
available for free distribution, with the principal articles
available in each. The special articles included in the various
issues, in order of appearance, from May to October, were:
“ Corn selection for seed and for show,” by Prof. Wm. D.
Hurd; “Growing and marketing asparagus,” by Frank
Wheeler; “ Alfalfa as a crop in Massachusetts,” by Prof. Wm.
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P. Brooks; “ Celery growing, storing and marketing,” by
Henry M. Howard; “ Quince culture,” by Prof. E. C. Sears;
and “ Grape culture,” by Edward K. Farrar. The editions
were 6,090 for May, 6,300 for June, 6,500 for August, and
6,400 for the other months. The largest previous edition
was 5,900 for September and October, 1909. A few copies
are on hand for July and October, but the other months are
entirely exhausted.

Publications.
The following publications were issued by this office in

1910, and, except those indicated, may be obtained on appli-
cation :

Pages. Number.

Agriculture of Massachusetts, 1909,

Crop Report No. I, 2 .

648i 15,000

37 6,090

Crop Report No. 2, 2.

Crop Report No. 3, .

Crop Report No. 4, 2 ,

Crop Report No. 5, 2 .

Crop Report No. 6, .

Massachusetts Agriculture, Bulletin No. 1 (second edition, revised),

Massachusetts Agriculture, Bulletin No. 2 (second edition, revised),

Massachusetts Agriculture, Bulletin No. 3,

153 2,500

165 2,500

96 2,000

Massachusetts Agriculture, Bulletin No. 4, 113 2,500

Massachusetts; Her Agricultural Resources, Advantages and Oppor-
tunities, with a List of Farms for Sale.

Apiary Inspection, Bulletin No. 1,

160 3,500

12 3,500

Farmers’ Institute Pamphlet, .

Nature Leaflet No. 14 (reprint),

Nature leaflet No. 28 (reprint),

Nature Leaflet No. 35 (reprint),

Nature Leaflet No. 36 (reprint),

Nature Leaflet No. 37 (reprint),

Nature Leaflet No. 38 (reprint),

Nature Leaflet No. 41 (reprint),

Nature Leaflet No. 43,

90015

6
5
9

1,500

1,500

1,500

5 1,500

3 1,500

9 1,500

6 1,500

3 1,900

7 1,500Nature Leaflet No. 44,

1 Including twenty-second annual report of the Massachusetts
Station, 257 pages.

Agricultural Experiment

2 Edition exhausted
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Pages. | Number

1,80

400

I-

irpts from “Agriculture of Mas; pamphlet form

Extracts from Trespass Laws.
The distribution of printed extracts from the trespass law?

has been continued during the year in accordance with the
won the subject. Each post-office in the State was furnished

a copy on paper, for posting. The demand continues about as
in former years, and there are no features in connection with
the distribution worthy of special notice.

Better Farming Specials,

The Board and the Dairy Bureau co-operated with the
Boston & Albany Railroad in the “ better farming special ’

which it ran over its lines last spring. Your secretary accom
ed the train throughout the trip, as did also the general
.t of the Dairy Bureau, and speakers on fruit topics were
ished by the Board. The train made 18 stops, and up-

rds of G,OOO people availed themselves of its opportunitit
Your secretary also made one day’s trip with the trolley

better farming special,” run by the Springfield trolley line
The attendance and interest in this special were good, though
naturally not equal to those shown in the large and better
advertised railroad special.

Seek Coen Distribution.
A new feature which I intend to introduce during the

present year, if it meets the approval of the Board, is the
distribution of seed corn to farmers. The plan, roughly
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speaking, is to secure seed of superior strains, mainly of Flint
varieties, and to give small quantities to such farmers as will
agree to plant and care for it properly, and to return double
the amount received, for further distribution. Possibly they
may also he required to exhibit a few ears in the office, in an
exhibition similar in scope to our apple show of this year.

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary.
Jan. 10, 1911.

J. LEWIS ELLSWORTH,




