
HOUSE No. 1437
[Ordered printed on motion of Mr. Bodflsh of Wareham.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eleven.

AN ACT
To regulate the Taking of Scallops.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter one hundred and
2 seventy-seven of the acts of the year nineteen hundred
3 and ten is hereby amended by striking out said section
4 and inserting in place thereof the following: Section 1.
5 It shall be unlawful to take from the flats or waters of the
6 commonwealth, or to sell or offer for sale or have in pos-
-7 session scallops other than adult scallops or scallops meas-
-8 uring not less than two inches in diameter, said diameter
9 being a straight line drawn from the outside edge of the

10 scallop perpendicular to the middle point of the outside
11 line of the hinge. For the purposes of this act an adult
12 scallop shall be a scallop with a well defined raised annual
13 growth line. Scallops taken from the tide waters of the
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14 commonwealth shall he culled out when taken, and all
15 scallops, other than adult scallops or scallops measuring
1G not less than two inches in diameter, so taken shall imme-
17 diatelj be returned alive to tide water which is at least
18 three feet deep at mean low water, but the provisions of
19 this section shall not apply to scallops other than adult
20 scallops or scallops measuring not less than two inches in

1 diameter unavoidably taken: provided, that the number
taken at any one time does not exceed five per cent

23 of the total catch after being culled as herein provided.
24 All scallops taken in accordance with the provisions of
25 this act shall he taken ashore in the shell.

1 Section 2. Section four of said chapter one hundred
2 and seventy-seven is hereby amended by striking out said

3 section and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section Jf. Whoever violates any provision of this act
5 shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty-five dol-
-6 lars. Possession of scallops, other than adult scallops or
7 scallops measuring not less than two inches in diameter,
8 except as is otherwise provided in section one, shall he
9 prima facie evidence that such scallops were taken con-

10 trary to law

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


