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House of Representatives, Feb. 17, 1911

The joint committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
rred the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, Ho. 222)
Frederick W. Mansfield and another for legislation to make
mpulsory upon the court to report evidence of criminal
Fences in divorce cases to the District Attorney, report the

mpanying bill
For the committee

DAVID C. AHEARH.

Ciic CommontoealtJ) of opassacfjusetts.



[Feb.DIVORCE CASES.

AN ACT
Relative to the Reporting of Criminal Offences in Divorce

Cases to the District Attorney.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section forty-one of chapter one hundred and fifty-two
2 of the Revised Laws is hereby amended hy inserting after
3 the word “ crime ”, in line two, the words; other than
4 adultery, and also -by inserting after the word
5 “ proper ”, in line eight, the words: but if the divorce
6 is granted because of adultery the court shall cause notice

and list of witnesses to he given7 of such facts, information
8 to the district attorney,
9 “ shall ”, in line nine, and

10 so as to read as follows
11 granted for a cause which

■ and hy striking out the word
substituting the word: may,

Section J/.1. If a divorce is
constitutes a crime, other than

12 adultery, committed within this commonwealth and within
13 the time provided by law for making complaints and find-
-14 ing indictments therefor, the court which grants the
15 divorce may in its discretion cause notice of such facts to
16 be given by the clerk of the court to the district attorney
17 for the county in which such crime was committed with a
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18 list of the witnesses proving such crime and any other
19 information which the court may consider proper; hut if
20 the divorce is granted because of adultery the court shall
21 cause notice of such facts, information and list of wit-
-22 nesses to be given to the district attorney, and thereupon
23 the district attorney may cause complaint therefor to he
24 made before a magistrate having jurisdiction thereof, or
25 shall present the evidence thereof to the grand jury.




