
HOUSE No. 1817

House of Representatives, April 17, 1911.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (with accompanying hill, House, Ho.
1182) of Fred A. Raymond and others for the annexation of
the whole of the town of Hyde Park to the city of Boston,
report the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

WILLIAM L. V. NEWTON.

Cf)t Commontoealdb of f^assacfnisctts!.
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AN ACT
An Act annexing the Town of Hyde Park to the City of

Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. All the territory now comprised within
2 the limits of the town of Hyde Park, with the inhabit-
3 ants and estates therein, is hereby annexed to and made
4 part of the city of Boston, and shall hereafter constitute

part of the county of Suffolk, subject to the same mu-
nicipal regulations and obligations and liabilities, and

7 entitled to the same immunities in all respects as the city
8 of Boston: provided, however, that until constitutionally
9 and legally changed, said territory shall continue to be,

10 for the purpose of electing a member of the house of
11 representatives, part of the county of Norfolk, constitut-
12 ing the third representative
13 pose of electing a senatoi
14 senatorial district; for the
15 cillor, part of the second

iistrict thereof; for the pur-
part of the first Norfolk

purpose of electing a coun-
ouncil district; and for the

16 purpose of electing a representative in congress, part of

Cftc Commontoealtf) of 00a0saci)U0etts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eleven.
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1
1

17 the congressional district, number twelve, as the same
18 are now constituted.

1 Section 2. All the duties now required by law to be
2 performed by the selectmen and town clerk of the town
3 of Hyde Park, or either of them, pertaining to the elec-
-4 tion of representatives in congress, state councillors, and
5 senators and members of the house of representatives,
6 shall in like manner devolve upon and be performed by
7 the board of election commissioners of the city of Boston.

ward officers of the ward estab-8 It shall be the duty of the
9 lished in said territory as hereinafter provided, to make

ay be cast therein from time to10 return of all votes that m
11 time for representatives
12 senators, members of the

in congress, state councillors,

house of representatives, and
13 for all other national, state, district, county, municipal
14 and ward officers, to the board of election commissioners
15 of the city of Boston.

1 Section 3. All the public property of the said town
2 of Hyde Park shall be vested in and is hereby declared
3 to be the property of the city of Boston, and the city of
4 Boston shall succeed to all the rights, claims, causes of
5 action, rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts,
6 duties, privileges and immunities of the town of Hyde
7 Park. The town treasurer of the town of Hyde Park
8 shall, on or before the second Monday of January, in the
9 year nineteen hundred and t

10 the selectmen of said town
11 and for all other purposes i
12 the provisions of this act, c

welve, under the direction of
who shall for this purpose

to carry into effectiec

tinue to hold their offi
13 transfer, deliver, pay over
14 treasurer of the city of Bost

and account for, to the cit\
n, all

and other property in his pc
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16 the town of Hyde Park, wherr this act takes effect, and
1Y the city of Boston shall become liable for and subject to
18 all the debts, obligations, duties, responsibilities and lia-
-19 bilities of the said town. All actions and causes of
20 action which may he pending or which shall have accrued
21 at the time when this act takes effect in behalf of or against

22 the town of Hyde Park, shall survive and may he prose-
-23 cuted to final judgment and execution in behalf of or
24 against the city of Boston.

1 Section 4. The several courts within the county of
2 Suffolk, after this act takes effect shall have the same
3 jurisdiction over all causes of action and proceedings in
4 civil causes, and over all matters in probate and insol-
5 vency which shall have accrued within said territory
6 hereby annexed which said courts now have over like
Y actions, proceedings and matters within the county of
8 Suffolk: provided, however, that the several courts
9 within the county of Norfolk shall have and retain juris-

10 diction of all actions, proceedings and matters that shall
11 have rightfully been begun in said courts before this act
12 takes effect, and the supreme judicial court and the supe-
-13 rior court within the county of Suffolk after this act
14 takes effect shall have the same jurisdiction of all crimes,
15 offences and misdemeanors that shall have been commit-
-16 ted within the said territory, which the supreme judicial
1Y court and superior court within the county of Norfolk now
18 have jurisdiction of: provided, that proceedings shall not
19 have already commenced in any of the courts within the
20 county of Norfolk for the prosecution of said crimes, of-
-21 fences and misdemeanors, in which case the said courts
22 within the county of Norfolk shall have and retain juris-
-23 diction of the same for the complete and final disposition
24 thereof. All suits, proceedings, complaints and prosecu-
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25 tions and all matters of probate and insolvency which shall
26 he pending within said territory before any court or jus-
-27 tice of the peace when this act takes effect shall be heard
28 and determined as though this act had not passed.

1 Section 5. Said territory shall be added to and con-

-2 stitute a part of the judicial district of the municipal
3 court of the city of Boston. Said court shall have the
4 same civil and the West Eoxbury district court the same

5 civil and criminal jurisdiction in said territory which
6 those courts now have in their present districts.

1 Section 6. If this act shall be accepted as herein-
-2 after provided, said territory shall, after the Tuesday
3 next following the first Monday of November in the year
4 nineteen hundred and eleven, constitute a ward of the
5 city of Boston to be called ward twenty-six, for all the
6 purposes mentioned in this section and in the following
7 section of this act; and the ward so established shall be
8 entitled to all the municipal and ward officers which each
9 of the other wards of the city of Boston is entitled to.

10 The city council of the city of Boston shall in due season
11 call a meeting of the legal voters of said ward to be held
12 in the year nineteen hundred and twelve, at some place
13 or places within said ward which shall be designated by
14 the board of election commissioners of Boston, to give
15 in their ballots for all municipal officers to be voted for,
16 and upon all questions submitted to the people for the
17 year nineteen hundred and twelve, for and upon which
18 they shall be entitled to vote by virtue of the provisions
19 of this act. The board of election commissioners of the
20 city of Boston shall prepare lists of the legal voters in
21 said ward, to be used at said meeting, and shall do all
22 other things which they are now by law required to do
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23 in respect to like elections in other wards in the city of
24 Boston.

1 Section 7. The provisions of law relative to listin
2 and registration of voters, caucuses, primaries and elec

tions, and all laws relating thereto now in force in th
4 city of Boston, shall apply to and be in force in the terri-
-5 tory of the town of Hyde Park, and to the inhabitants
6 thereof, annexed to the city of Boston; except that for
7 the municipal election in the year nineteen hundred and
8 twelve it shall he the duty of the present town officers
9 of the town of Hyde Park to transfer to the hoard of

10 election commissioners of Boston, immediately after the
11 acceptance of this act, their records relative to assess-
-12 ments and registration of voters, and the voting lists
13 used at the state election; and the election commissioners
14 shall, for the purpose of conducting the regular munic-
-15 ipal election in said territory in January, nineteen hun-
-16 dred and twelve, use at the polls the voting lists used
17 in said town at the state election, and shall prepare
18 a supplementary voting list of such names as may he
19 added in accordance with law. Such supplementary
20 registration and voting lists shall, for the said election in
21 the said territory, be prepared from the assessors’ lists of
22 said town for the year nineteen hundred and eleven, and
23 the voting lists for the said election in the said territory
24 shall he prepared in accordance with the laws now pro-
-25 vided for the preparation of voting lists in towns. These
26 lists so prepared shall he used at any special election
27 held in such territory preceding the fifteenth day of July,
18 nineteen hundred and twelve.

1 Section 8. The powers and duties relating to cau-
-2 cuses, primaries and elections by law vested in and im-
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3 posed upon the town officers of Hyde Park, except the

4 power and duty of giving notice of elections and fixing
5 the days and hours of holding the same, shall in the city

6 of Boston he vested in and performed by the hoard of
7 election commissioners of said city, who shall be sitb-
-8 ject to all the penalties prescribed for the faithful per-

-9 formance of such duties. The power and duty of calling
10 elections, giving notice of the same and fixing the days
11 and hours of holding the same shall he vested in and
12 performed by those public officers who now have said
13 power and duty for the city of Boston.

1 Section 9. The board of election commissioners
2 shall between the first day of July and the first day of
3 October in the year nineteen hundred and twelve make

4 a new general registration of the qualified male voters
5 of the territory of the town of Hyde Park which shall
6 be prepared in the manner now fixed by law for prepar-
-7 ing general registers in Boston. Changes may be made
8 therein on account of illegal registration, and in the year
9 in which it is made the law relating to general registra-

10 tion of voters shall be applicable thereto, and the annual
11 registers and voting lists of said territory shall be pre-
-12 pared therefrom in the manner provided by law for pre-
-13 paring annual registers and voting lists in cities. The
14 places and hours for such registrations shall be deter-
-15 mined by the board of election commissioners of Boston,
16 and for this purpose said board may appoint, in a man-
-17 ner which will provide equal representation for the two
18 leading political parties, such additional assistant regis-
-19 trars as in its judgment may be necessary.

1 Section 10. The citizens of the territory by this act
2 annexed to the city of Boston, shall have the same right
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3 to vote for municipal officers at the annual municipal
4 election of the city of Boston in the year nineteen hun-
5 dred and twelve as they would have had if said territory
6 had formed part of the city of Boston for more than six
7 months next before said election.

2 and firemen in office in the town of Hyde Park when this
3 act takes effect, shall thereafter continue in the discharge
4 of their respective duties, until successors are appointed
5 in their stead.
6 The members of the regular and permanent police and
7 fire departments of the1 town of Hyde Park when this act
8 takes effect shall become in their respective grades mem-
-9 hers of the police and fire departments of the city of

10 Boston, and shall be within the classified civil service of
11 the commonwealth.

1 Section 12. All the interest which the town of Hyde
2 Park now has in the public property of the county of
3 Norfolk is hereby released and acquitted to the county
4 of Norfolk. Such proportion of the debts and obligations
5 of the county of Norfolk existing when this act shall take
6 full effect, over and above the value of all the property
7 belonging to said county, as should proportionally and
8 equitably be paid by the
9 of the territory hereby

10 shall be paid by the c
11 Norfolk; and the supren
12 diction in equity to det

inhabitants and property owners
annexed to the city of Boston,
'ty of Boston to the county of
;e iudicial court shall have iuris-

mine the amount of such pro-

13 portion (if any) and to enforce the payment of the same
14 upon a full suit of equity in the name of said county to
15 be brought therefor, within six months after this act
16 takes effect, by the county commissioners of said county,

1 Section 11. The several police officers, watchmen
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17 if they shall deem such suit for the interest of the county,
18 but no such suit shall be instituted after the lapse of the
19 said six months. Nothing contained in this act shall
20 impair the obligation of any contract and the property
21 and inhabitants of the territory hereby annexed to the
22 city of Boston shall continue liable to the existing cred-
-23 itors of the county of Norfolk in like manner as if this
24 act had not been passed: provided, that if any person by
25 reason of his being an inhabitant of or owning property
26 in said territory shall be compelled to pay any part of
27 an existing debt or obligation of the county of Norfolk,
28 the amount of such payment shall constitute a debt to
29 him from said county, as constituted after the passage of
30 this act, and may be recovered in like manner as other
31 debts against the county of Norfolk.

1 Section" 13. This act shall not take full effect un-
2 less accepted by a majority of the registered voters of the
3 city of Boston present and voting thereon by ballot at a
4 meeting which shall be held in the several wards and in
5 the precincts thereof of said city, and also by a majority
6 of the registered voters of the town of Hyde Park, pres-
-7 ent and voting thereon by ballot at a meeting which shall
8 be held in said town. All said meetings shall be held
9 simultaneously on the Tuesday next following the first

10 Monday of November, nineteen hundred and eleven, due
11 notice of which shall be given.

12 Said ballots shall be “ Yes ”or“No ” in answer t(

13 the question “ Shall an ac
14 the commonwealth in the

passed by the legislature of
nineteen hundred and

15 eleven, entitled ‘ An Act to unite the City of Boston and
16 the Town of Hyde Par accepted ? ” The ballots
17 prepared for the electio: Seers at the annual
18 election for the year nineteen hundred and eleven to hi
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19 used in the city of Boston and in the town of Hyde Pari
20 shall be prepared so as to conform with the provision
21 of this section.

1 Section 14. The said meeting in the town of Hyde
2 Park shall he notified and warned by the selectmen of
3 said town in the same manner in which meetings for
4 elections in said town are notified and warned, and the
5 said meetings in the city of Boston shall he called and
6 due notice given in the same manner in which meetings
7 for elections in said city are called. All the provisions
8 of law relative to counting and recording of votes, rec-
-9 ords and certificates of elections shall apply to the elec-

10 tion held under this act.

1 Section 15. It shall be the duty of the board of
2 election commissioners of the city of Boston to certify

3 as soon as 1 may be the ballots cast in the city of Boston
4 and the number of ballots cast in favor of the acceptance
5 of this act and the number of ballots cast against the
6 acceptance in said city to the secretary of the common-
-7 wealth. The selectmen and town clerk of the town of
8 Hyde Park shall, as soon as may be, make a like return
9 of the ballots cast in said town and the number of ballots

of this act and the number10 cast in favor of acceptance
11 of ballots 1 cast against said
12 the secretary of the commoi

13 pear that a majority of the
14 of Boston and a majority of

acceptance in said town to
wealth. And if it shall ap-
rotes cast thereon in the city
the votes cast thereon in the

15 town of Hyde Park are in favor of the acceptance of this
16 act, the said secretary shall immediately issue and puh-
-17 lish his certificate declaring this act to have been duly
18 accepted.
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1 Section 16. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs its submission to the legal voters of said city and
3 town, shall take effect upon its passage.

1 Section 17. If this act shall he accepted as herein
2 provided it shall take effect after Tuesday next following
3 the first Monday in November in the year nineteen hun-
-4 dred and twelve, so far as to authorize, legalize and carryauthorize, legalize and carry

into effect the provisions of the sixth, seventh, eighth,
6 ninth and tenth sections of this act; but for all other
7 purposes, except as mentioned in section sixteen of this
8 act, it shall take effect on the first Monday of January
9 of the year nineteen hundred and twelve.

1 Section 18. If any election or balloting upon the
2 question of the acceptance of this act, by either said city
3 or said town shall within two months thereafter be de-
4 dared void by the supreme judicial court upon summary
5 proceedings which may be had in any county on the peti-
6 tion of fifty voters of either said city or said town, the

question of accepting said act shall again be submitted
8 to the legal voters of said city and town, and a meeting
9 thereof shall within thirty days thereafter be called, held

10 and conducted, and the vote
11 ings had thereon, in the n
12 But no election or balloting
13 mality, in calling, holding

returned and other proceed-
mer hereinbefore provided.

shall be held void for infor-
r conducting the election, or

14 returning the votes or other
15 instituted therefor and d(

se, except upon proceeding
rmined within sixty day

-V

-i

16 thereafter as aforesaid




