
HOUSE No. 1884

Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatk
Herewith I return, without my approval, a resolve tc

provide for printing additional copies of the report of the
Massachusetts Commission on the Cost of Living.

The act under which this Commission was created did not
contemplate the creation of a permanent Commission with
power to continue its investigations, or to revise its findings.

It was created for a specific purpose and the sum of
$15,000 was appropriated for the Commission to use in its
investigations. The facts were presumably full and com-
plete, and no material change in conditions has taken place
to warrant such revision.

The resolve which I return without my approval places
the revision of the work of the former commission in the
hands of the Chairman and Secretary of the Commission,
and leaves to them and not to the Commission which origi-
nally made the investigation and report, to determine what
of the findings should be revised, and gives them the power
“ to revise the report on matters of fact as they may deem
desirable.”

Such a revision would manifestly not be the work of the
Commission but would practically constitute a new report by
a minority of the Commission and as such could not properly
be regarded as a report of the Massachusetts Commission
on the Cost of Living.

Oc Commcmtoealtf) of Massachusetts.
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Chapter 134, acts of 1910, in Section four, provides th
“ the members of the said Commission shall he chosen with
view of their special knowledge of law, trade, labor ar
political economy and shall consist of five persons tc
appointed by the Governor with the consent of the Council

It is manifest that the proposed legislation would in
sense carry out the intention of the original act
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