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Executive Department Bqstqn, May 23, 1911

To the Honorable Senate and House of Bepresentativ
Herewith I return an act relative to appropriations for the

upport of the public schools of the City of Boston which I
cannot approve for the reason that Section 2 of the act makes
mandatory the increase of salary of a certain class of teachers.

The question at issue is not whether the salaries of teachers
hall be increased. Everyone agrees that such increase, to

correspond with the increased cost of living, should be made
at once. The question is merely whether the Legislature
should incorporate in the bill authorizing increased salaries a
provision making it compulsory upon the school committee
of Boston to spend a certain fixed proportion of its ap-
propriations for increasing salaries of a particular class of
teachers. This provision is an unwarranted interference by
the Legislature with a question which the citizens of Boston,
through the Boston School Committee, are competent to de-
cide for themselves, and should decide for themselves.

The citizens of Boston elect a school committee which ha
power to determine the scale of salaries. If that committee
does not perform satisfactorily its duties, the remedy lies with
the citizens of Boston and not in an appeal to the Legislature.
If the Legislature can rightfully control the administration of
the Boston Schools in this particular, it is difficult to see what
other matters cannot and should not be taken from the control
of the people of Boston and vested in the Commonwealth.
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For the Legislature to control in this matter the school
committee elected by the citizens of Boston, -would he particu-
larly unwise because such action would lower the morale of the
teaching staff and seriously impair the discipline of the

chools. It would be followed by appeals from other classes
f teachers to the Legislature, with a consequent decline in the

value and effectiveness of the Boston School Committee
The matter is one which does not concern the citizens of

Boston alone, for the precedent it sets affects the principle of
home rule in every city and town in the Commonwealth.

It would he a matter of regret if a single unwise clause
designed to benefit a particular class of deserving teachers,
should prevent proper provision being made this year for the
increase of the salaries of all classes of teachers who, in the
judgment of the School Committee, deserve such an increase.
I therefore recommend that a law be enacted which will place
at the disposal of the School Committee a sum sufficient for
this purpose. It would be desirable to include in such an act
provision for the objects included in Section 1 of the act I
return without my approval, and I recommend that such
action be taken.

EUGENE N. FOSS.


