
HOUSE No. 2044

House of Representatives, June 22, 1911

ttee on Constitutional Amendments, to whom1

he petition (with accompanying resolve
H 3, Ho. 190) of John Weaver Sherman and others for an

iment of the Constitution authorizing direct legislationr
a people’s veto through the optional referendum and a

direct initiative by petition; the petition (with accompany-
ing resolve, House, Ho. 238) of Charles H. Morrill and
others for an amendment of the Constitution requiring the
submission to the people, upon petition of twenty-five thou-
sand voters of any proposed specific amendment of the Con-
stitution; the petition (with accompanying resolve, House,
Ho. 365) of the Massachusetts Direct Legislation League for
an amendment of the Constitution authorizing the initiative
and referendum; the petition (with accompanying resolve,
House, Ho. 581) of Thomas P. Riley for an amendment
of the Constitution embodying the principles of the initiative
and referendum; the petition (with accompanying resolve,
H use, Ho. 819) of Thomas P. Riley for legislation to pi

e for the enactment of law by the direct vote of the peopl
1 the petition (with accompanying resolve, House, Ho.

212) of Thomas P. Riley legislation to provide for an
n authorizing the initiative,
the accompanying resolve.

1
ndment of the Constituti

ndum and recall, reportr

For the c mmittee,

RUSSELL I). CRAHE.

€l)c Commontoealtb of flgassacliusctfs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eleven.

RESOLVE

Providing for an Amendment of the Constitution author-
izing the Submission of Proposed Amendments of the
Constitution and of Certain Acts and Resolves to the
Voters of the Commonwealth.

1 Resolved, That it is expedient to alter the constitu-
-2 tion of the commonwealth by the adoption of the sub-
-3 joined article of amendment; and that the said article,
4 being agreed to by a majority of the senators and two
5 thirds of the members of the house of representatives
6 present and voting thereon, be entered on the journals
1 of both houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon,
8 and be referred to the general court next to be chosen;
9 and that the said article be published, to the end that

10 if agreed to in the manner provided by the constitution,
11 by the general court next to be chosen, it may be sub-
-12 mitted to the people for their approval and ratification,
13 in order that it may become a part of the constitution
14 of the commonwealth.

Cl)e Commornucaltl) of Massachusetts.

AETICLE OF AMENDMENT.

15 If an amendment to the constitution proposed in the

16 general court is not adopted by the general couit at its
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first submission, by a majority of the senators and two
thirds of the members of the house of representatives
present and voting thereon, then, upon a petition filed
in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth
within ninety days after final action is taken by the
general court upon the said proposed amendment, the
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qualified voters of the com-
aal to fifteen per cent of the
st for governor at the next

petition being signed by
monwealth in number eq
total number of votes ca
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iot more than twenty per cent
arts of the same congressional
mdment shall be submitted to
ext session in the same man-
ned by the general court upon
aforesaid. If the proposed

preceding state election,26

of the signers being reside
district, the proposed ame
the general court at its n
ner as if it had been adop
its first submission, as i
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31

amendment fails of adoption by the general court for
the second time, then upon a like petition filed within66

he same time and having signatures as above provided,
he proposed amendment shall he submitted to the voters

the commonwealth at the next succeeding state eh36

as if it had been adopted by
led, that the petition is filed
prior to the date for holding

tion in the same manner
the general court: provi
not less than sixty days
the next state election;
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and otherwise the proposed40

41 amendment shall be submitted to the qualified voters
the commonwealth at the next following state eh

43 tion. If the proposed amendment upon its second

44 submission to the general court, as aforesaid, is adopted
45 by the general court, it shall then be submitted to the
46 people in the same manner as if it had twice been
47 adopted by the general court.
48 If the proposed amendment should be adopted by the
49 general court at its first submission, and at its second
50 submission in the following year should fail of adop-
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tion by the general court, then upon a petition signed
and filed, as aforesaid, within the time aforesaid, the
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said proposed amendment shall be submitted to the
people at the ensuing state election: provided, that
the petition is filed not less than sixty days prior to
the date for holding the next state election, and other-
wise the proposed amendment shall be submitted to the
qualified voters of the commonwealth at the next fol-
lowing state election.
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If a majority of the votes cast on a proposed amend-
ment to the constitution submitted to the people at the
state election, as aforesaid, shall be in the affirmative,
the amendment shall be adopted, and shall become a part
of the constitution.
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ISTo act or resolve passed by the general court shall
take effect earlier than ninety days after the date of
its approval by the governor, or its becoming law with-
out his approval, or by passage over his veto, except the
usual appropriation bills authorizing expenditures from
the treasury of the commonwealth for expenses author-
ized by law, and excepting also bills or resolves declared
to be emergency measures. An act or resolve declared
to be an emergency measure shall contain a preamble
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setting forth briefly the facts constituting the alleged
emergency. A separate vote shall be taken on the pre-

amble of such au act or resolve by a call of the yeas
and nays, and unless the preamble is adopted by a two

thirds vote of the total membership of the senate and
by a two thirds vote of the total membership of the
house, the act or resolve shall not be au emergency
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81 measure.
In case of any act or resolve passed by the general

court which is not an emergency measure or appropria-
tion bill if, within ninety days after such act or resolve
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is approved by the governor, or becomes a law without
his approval, or is passed over his veto, a petition is
filed in the office of the secretary of the commonwealth
signed by qualified voters of the commonwealth in num-
ber equalling five per cent of the total number of votes
cast for governor at the next preceding state election,
not more than twenty per cent of the signers being resi-
dents of the same congressional district, protesting
against the said act or resolve, then the said act or re-
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solve shall not become a law, but shall be submitted to
the voters of the commonwealth at the ensuing state
election: provided, that the petition is filed not less
than sixty days prior to the date for holding the next
state election, and otherwise the proposed amendment
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the com-
monwealth at the next following state election. If a
majority of the votes cast thereon is in the affirmative
the act or resolve shall take effect in thirty days after
the state election, but if the majority is in the negative,
the act or resolve shall be null and void.
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In case an act or resolve proposed in the general
court fails to be passed by the general court, then on
a petition filed by the number of persons, and within
the time, and under the other conditions last above
stated, the said act or resolve shall be submitted to the
next general court, and if it fails to be passed by said
next general court it shall then be submitted to the
people at the ensuing state election, and shall take effect
if a majority of the votes cast thereon is in the affirma-
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tive; otherwise it shall not
by the voters of the comm

114 take effect. If so accepted
mwealth, the act or resolve115

116 shall take effect on the thirtieth day following the elec
117 tion.
118 In case an act or resolve is submitted to the people
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at a state election under the provisions aforesaid, the
general court shall have power to cause to be submitted
to the people an alternative act or resolve, so that the
vote of the people may be taken both on the act or re-
solve submitted as aforesaid, and upon the alternative
act or resolve submitted to the people by the general
court. Such an alternative act or resolve shall be sub-
mitted in case it is adopted by the general court in the
same manner in which an act or resolve now becomes
a law, receiving the approval of the governor, or not
being vetoed by the governor within the time prescribed
by law, or being passed over the veto of the governor.
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Neither a proposed amendment to the constitution
nor an act, nor a resolve, which has been submitted to
the qualified voters of the commonwealth under the pro-
visions of this amendment, shall again be submitted
until the expiration of three years after the date of the
first or subsequent submission.
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The general court shall enact legislation for carrying
the provisions of this article of amendment into effect,
hut until such legislation shall be enacted, this amend-
ment shall be self-enforcing and the secretary of the
commonwealth and all other officers shall he guided by
the general laws and by the terms of this amendment.
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All provisions of the constitution inconsistent here-

with are hereby annulled.
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