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House of Representatives

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the message from the Governor transmitting a report respect-
ing the commissioners relating to public service companies in
Massachusetts, report no legislation necessary thereon, and
submit the following statement:

On June 26th last the committee reported a hill making
appropriations for the work of the Board of Gas and Electric
Light Commissioners and now having further considered His
Excellency’s request in connection therewith that the Legis-
lature give most careful consideration to the proposition of
combining this Commission with the other State Commis-
sions relating to Public Service Corporations into one board,
report as follows:

The request of His Excellency appears to be founded upon
the conclusions that the present policy of the Commonwealth
with respect to the regulation of public utilities does not
safeguard the public; that it is narrow and short sighted;
and that by combining our commissions into a single board
there will be accomplished a greater efficiency on the part
of the commissioners, an economy in clerical costs and a
uniformity of control, resulting in a better service from the
corporations, a better value for the public expense incurred
and a better chance of developing properly the trade, com-
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[July,PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANIES.
These conclusions seem to rest upon considerations of gen

ral policy relative to the scope and method of the regulatior
f public utilities rather than upon specific criticisms di-

rected to the administration of its work by this Board, and
we find that its work within the limits of its authority and
appropriations has been conducted with efficiency and has
safeguarded the public.

It may well be that as pointed out by the investigator
'me extension of the inspection of the public utilities under

the supervision of this Board and some revision and exten
sion of the accounting features of its work should be under-
taken. But this involves primarily an increase in its
organization and in its appropriation and none has beer
recommended by His Excellency. These matters may there-
fore best be left to the further consideration of the Board
itself and to action by the next General Court.

It may also be conceded that by combining into one board
the several commissions in question some economy in clerical
and accounting costs might be accomplished, but it does not

m to us that this of itself is a sufficiently important reason
for discarding organizations so long established as our own
commissions. While uniformity of control is essential, this
matter must in our opinion rest largely with the Legislature
which must and should declare the general policies which
the commissions are called upon to administer. Some differ-
ences as to matters of discretion due to the personal equation
mar occur but might also occur with a single board from
time to time.

There can be no difference of opinion as to the desirability
of an intelligent, efficient, independent and fair minded regu-
lation of public utilities by permanent commissions to the
end that public service corporations may best be required
to perform the full measure of their public duty with respect
to rates, service and facilities. We are not convinced how
ever that the present policy is narrow and short sighted, on
the contrary we believe that its policy in the main has been
broad and workable or that to the extent that it has failed
to accomplish all that was expected as a pioneer in regulating
that the true remedy is bv creation of a single new board,
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