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House of Representatives, June 1, 1911

J he committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was re
>rred the petition of TV alter W. Hersey and others for legis-
tion to authorize the construction of a new bridge over the

i

Weymouth Back river between the towns of Weymouth and
Hingham, report the accompanying bill (House, No. 152,
changed in section 2 by inserting before the word “ dollars,”
in line 5, the words “ one hundred thousand; ” and in sec-
tion 7 by striking out, in line 3, the word “ fifty,” and in-
serting in place thereof the word “ forty-five,” and by strik-
ing out, in line 6, the word “ ten,” and inserting in place
thereof the word “ fifteen.”).

For the committee,

JOHN F. DWYER.

House of Representatives, July 11. 1911.

1 he committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the Bill to provide for the construction of a new bridge over
the Weymouth Back river in the town of Weymouth and the
town of Hingham (House, No. 152, changed), report that
the same ought to pass in a new draft herewith submitted.

For the committee,

THOMAS W. WHITE.

Clje Commontoealth of Massachusetts.
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House of Representatives, July 13 (p.m.'), 1911.

The committee on Counties on the part of the House, to
whom was referred the Bill to provide for the construction
of a new bridge over the Weymouth Back river in the towns
of Weymouth and Hingham, report that the same ought to
pas;

For the committee.

CLARENCE J. FOGG.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eleven.

AN ACT
To provide for the Construction of a New Bridge over the

Weymouth Back River in the Towns of Weymouth and
Hingham.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The three members of the board of harbor
2 and land commissioners, the chairman of the county com-

missioners of Norfolk county and the chairman of the
mty commissioners of Plymouth county are hereby

5 appointed as a board of bridge commissioners, and au-
-6 thorized and directed, within one year from the passage

this act, subject to the provisions of chapter ninety-six
8 of the Revised Laws, of all amendments thereof, and of
9 all other general laws which may be applicable, to remove

10 the existing bridge or bridges and to construct a new
11 bridge with suitable approaches substantially replacing
12 the present bridge over the Weymouth Back river, so
13 called, connecting the town of Weymouth with the town
14 of Hingham, at an expense not exceeding eighty thousand
15 dollars. Such bridge shall be constructed with a draw
16 therein having an opening of not less than fifty feet in

€i)c Commontocaltl) of egassacJnisetts.
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17 width, and shall be of such width, grade, material and
18 construction as said hoard of bridge commissioners shall
19 deem reasonably necessary and proper. The bridge eom-
-20 missioners shall receive such compensation as shall be
21 determined by the governor and council, such compensa-
-22 tion to he included as part of the cost of constructing the
23 bridge.

1 Section 2. The cost and expenses incurred hereunder
2 shall in the first instance be paid one half by the county
3 of [Norfolk and one half by the county of Plymouth; and
4 the county commissioners of said counties respectively are
5 hereby authorized and directed to borrow on the credit of
6 said respective counties such sums of money as may from
7 time to time be required for such cost and expenses. All
8 money so borrowed shall be deposited in the county treas-
-9 ury and the treasurer of such county shall pay out the

10 same as ordered by the board of bridge commissioners,
11 and shall keep a separate and accurate account of all
12 moneys borrowed and expended, including interest: pro-
-13 vided, however, that neither of said counties shall be re-
-14 quired to pay in the aggregate for said purpose a sum
15 exceeding forty thousand dollars.

1 Section 3. The said bridge commissioners are hereby
2 authorized to make all contracts which may be necessary
3 for the construction of said bridge: provided, however,
4 that no contract so made shall he valid until it is approved

by the governor and council.

1 Section 4. The said bridge commissioners are hereby
2 authorized and empowered to take in fee simple, by pur-

3 chase or otherwise, any lands with the structures thereon
4 and any property or property rights, including the loca-
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5 tion of any street railway company, which in their juclg
6 ment may be required in the building of such bridge.

1 Section 5. Said bridge commissioners shall estimate

2 and determine all damages that may be sustained by any
3 person or corporation by the taking of land or other prop-
el erty, or injury thereto, as aforesaid; but any person or
5 corporation aggrieved by their determination may have his
6 or its damages assessed by a jury in the same manner as is
7 provided by law with respect to damages sustained by
8 reason of the laying out of highways; provided, however,
9 that if the street railway company or companies now

10 owning or operating the street railway across said river
11 at said bridge shall receive a location for a single track
12 street railway on the new bridge to be built under this
13 act, the location on the new bridge shall be accepted as full
1-1 compensation for loss of the present bridge and railway
15 location across said river.

Section 6. When such bridge and approaches arc
ompleted and the full c<
hiding damages, if any

t and expense of the same, in-
awarded under the nreceding

4 section, ascertained, said
5 their report of the fact.

bridge commissioners shall file
together with a detailed state-t

6 ment of the amount of eh cost and expense in the office
the clerk of the superior court for the county of Nor

ilk, whereupon and upon the application of said bridge
9 commissioner nv party interested and after such

10 notienotice as said superior court may order, a hearing shall
11 be had upon the approval and acceptance of such state
12 ment and when the same 1 n approved and accepte
13 by said court it shall be bii ling upon all par

1 Section 7. The cost and expenses incurr
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2 provisions of this act, approved by the court as aforesaid,
3 shall be borne as follows: forty-five per cent by the com-
4 monwealth of Massachusetts, twenty per cent by the
5 county of Norfolk, twenty per cent by the county of
6 Plymouth, and fifteen per cent by any street railway com-
7 pany that may apply for and be granted a location on said
8 bridge by the towns of Weymouth and Hingham in the
9 manner now provided by law, and the county of Plymouth

10 and the county of Norfolk shall thereupon he reimbursed
for such sums of money as they have respectively ex-11

12 pended under the provisions of this act by said parties
13 and to the extent necessary to cause the cost and expense
14 as aforesaid to be borne in the proportions aforesaid:
15 provided, however, that any sums that may be received
16 from the United States inreimbursement of these expendi-
17 tures shall be distributed as follows: forty-five per cent
18 to the commonwealth of Massachusetts, twenty per cent
19 to the county of Norfolk, twenty per cent to the county
20 of Plymouth, and fifteen per cent to the street railway
21 company

Section 8. The cost of maintaining such new bridge
and of keeping the same in repair, including the cost of
operating the draw therein, shall be borne as follows:
The street railway, if any, shall at its own expense main-
tain its track, that is, the rails, cross ties, if any, and the
planking between the rails. The two counties shall each
at its own expense maintain one half the balance of the
planking of the floor. The maintenance of the rest of the
bridge, including the operation of the draw, shall he done
by a board consisting of the county commissioners of both
counties at the joint and equal expense of the two counties
and the street railway, each paying one third of the cost.
The bridge commissioners created by this act are hereby
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authorized and instructed to apply to the congress of the
United States for an appropriation to reimburse the com-
monwealth for a portion of the cost of building the bridge,

he attorney-general is hereby instructed to assist the
commissioners in presenting to congress the justice of the
clan

Section 9. Liability for defects in the bridge and its
abutments shall be as follows: The street railway shall be
liable for defects in the track and planking maintained
by it. The two counties shall be liable for defects in the
planking maintained by them, and the street railway and
the two counties shall be jointly liable for defects in the
other portions of the bridge which are maintained at their
joint expense.

Section 10. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




