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In view of the extraordinary message of the Governor
which the Committee on Taxation has been called upon to

ider and in view of the belief of a minority of that com-
that the message should be referred to the next Generalmitter

Court, it would seem to be fitting and proper that a state-
ment should be made by such minority setting forth the

upon which their action in dissenting is predicated.
he message calls upon the Legislature to consider an

to place a penalty upon citizens
the Commonwealth who fail to file a list of their taxable

property, under oatl
Eliminating from consideration the fact that in every

here such a law has been enacted it has failed of it
rpose even to the extent that the highest court of one

led that “Perjury in connection with a n
ax list does not effect his general creditability under oath,

lain that to comply with the Governor’s recommenda
ion is only a small part of the complete remedy for la
if enforcement of the present existingxisting tax

The tax laws of to-day provide a penalty, on a citizen who
ile his list of taxable proper
)f fifty per cent greater than he has actual t

property. In other words he is to-day penalized
t of fifty per cent more property than he actually ha

The great trouble is that this law is not enforced by the
local authorities. Is there any reason therefore to believe

placing an additional penalty upon
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Jails to file his list would be enforced by the local authorities
to any greater extent than the present law?

It is plain therefore that the complete remedy would be
that in addition to imposing a penalty, the Tax Commis
sioner’s office should be given power over the local assessor
mfficient to compel the local assessors to enforce the law.

Such a law, however, cannot be reported without bein.
broader than the scope of the recommendations contained
in the Governor’s message as that relates only to the matter
of imposing a penalty

More than that, the Governor himself in his message of
May 17, 1911, says that any enforcement of the present law
is unjust and impracticable, his statement being as follows:

“ For personal property on the other hand, our experi-
ence shows that taxation according to the capital value is un-
just and impracticable ” and the Governor then concludes
that the proper remedy is not by enforcement of the present
laws but is found in amendment to the constitution and
substantially all who appeared before the Committees on
Constitutional Amendments and Taxation sitting jointly
coincided with his view.

We recognize that the particular amendment submitted
by the Governor has met with defeat temporarily but we

appreciate at the same time that this new suggestion of the
Governor can accomplish no other purpose at this session
Of the Legislature than to unduly prolong it.

Taxes in this Commonwealth are assessed on the first day
of April in each year. It is obvious therefore that no legis-
lation passed by this Legislature could affect taxes assessed
in this Commonwealth for the year nineteen hundred and
eleven. Taxes for the year nineteen hundred and twelve
will not be assessed until April first of that year and the

returns required by law are not required to be filed until
May first of that year. It is also therefore obvious that the
Legislature of 1913 may just as profitably consider the
Governor’s suggestion and just as effectively as the Legis-
lature of this year.

It is also obvious that consideration of this vexatious prob-
lem at this time, when the Legislature is attempting to ad-
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journ within the next forty
effect than to hazard prorc

sight hours, would have no othe
■ation within that time.

We are mindful of the fact that the Governor has, in or
of his vetoes deprecated long sessions of the Legislature. I
consider his recommendation in his message on its merit
would unnecessarily prolong this Legislature and unneces
sarily, because as has, been pointed out, it may just
effectively be considered by the Legislature of 1912.
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