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House of Representatives Julv 20, a.m., 1911

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
uch of the message from the Governor, transmitting a

report relative to the State Board of Insanity and the several
institutions under its charge as relates to the Wrentham State
School, report that no further legislation is necesssary
thereon, and submit the following statement.

Governor Foss, in his message to the L,egislature concern-
■rely criticises the trustees of
hidings which they .ask for

ing the Wrentham Sch
this institution because the
this year will cost per capita more than the first buildings
built by the State for this institution, and the Governor
hates that he knows of no reason for this condition.

The committee on Ways and Means finds that the trustees
if this institution have annually advertised freely for bids
‘or all work and each year the bids received, for buildings

drawn from the same plans as the earlier ones, have been
materiallv higher. In every case the bidders have stated that
the increased cost is due to the advanced cost of labor and
materials, and their claims have been substantiated by out-
side evidence. On this point the Committee on Ways and
Means find that the trustees have requested their architect
Kendall, Taylor & Company, to draw up an analysis of the
cost of the various buildings, showing the increased cost and
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giving the reasons therefor, and a copy of their letter has
been received by the Committee on Wavs and Means.

The school building at Wrentham is the first of its kind
to be built by the trustees, and the Committee on Ways and
Means finds that they have used every effort to keep the cost
down to the lowest possible jxiint and at the same time not
sacrifice efficiency and durability.

The Governor is wrong in his statement regarding the
per capita cost of this building. The per capita cost cannot
have increased over other buildings of the same kind built,
by the Wrentham trustees as there are none such in existence,

notwithstanding the Governor’s statement.
Again the Committee on Ways and Means finds that the

Governor’s recommendation that a cheaper plan should be
adopted is impracticable and not feasible. Ihe present
buildings have been planned with the greatest care to get
the maximum efficiency at the very lowest cost. Indeed,

every square foot in the buildings is used for something, and
there is no ornamentation to cause expense. The buildings
have been most highly commended by experts from other
States who have seen them, and the only way that they

could be built cheaper would be to sacrifice fire proof con-

struction. The Ways and Means Committee feel that the

elimination of fire proof construction would involve a risk
which the Legislature has no right to take, and furthermore
would not be in accordance with the best ideas and methods
in building institutions. The nurses’ buildings, however,

arc built of wood because the trustees have felt that in budd-
ings of this sort, risk from fire was very slight to able-
bodied and intelligent persons, and the cost materially less.

Sewage disposal. The Governor refused to sanction the

appropriation for sewage disposal on the grounds that this
appropriation was grossly extravagant. He compared the
proposed appropriation with the School for Crippled C hil-

dren at Canton, and the sewage system there. He evidently
forgot that the history of the sewage system at both places
is entirelv different and the condition at Wrentham seems

to the Committee on Ways and Means to amply vindicate
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the estimate of the cost which was submitted to the Legis-
lature and the Governor, and shows that there is no ground

for alleged extravagance in the expenditure proposed. When
the first buildings were erected, cesspools in the vicinity of
the buildings were constructed and the sewage was tem-
porarily discharged into these cesspools. The nature of the
soil was such that the trustees hoped that this temporary
method might continue for three or four years until such
time as the Legislature should authorize the necessary ap-
propriation for the construction of a system of sewage dis-
posal capable of earing for the needs of the institution when

had grown to its maximum size. The Ways and Means
Committee now finds that the
care for the sewage from the

;e cesspools are inadequate to
present buildings, that it is
quent intervals, and this work
to the health of the inmates

necessary to empty them at fr
is attended with great danger
and their attendants.

This condition of affairs sh
withstanding the views of the

uld be remedied at once, not-
vernor and his experts. ItGo

imperative that the tru ;es have drawn up a resolu-
the Committee on Ways andtion which they have handed t

Means, stating that they will isume responsibility if
the Governor and State do not act. This resolution dis'
charges them from further responsibility and now puts the
matter squarely up to the Governor of the Commonwealth
This condition of affairs made it absolutely imperative for
the trustees to ask for the appropriation which would per-
manently care for the sewage of the institution. Pursuing
their usual care, they employed Mr. William S. Johnson,
;-ivil engineer, a man who has had large experience in such
matters, to work out a plan of sewage disposal. This en-
gineer found a location suitably removed from the buildings
)f the institution and sufficiently far away from the high-
.vay, where proper sewage disposal could be made by gravi-
ation from the entire institution. It is clearly unbusiness-
ike to attempt to do this work by piecemeal, or to attempt
o install any part of this system by piecemeal. The entire
vstem should be installed in such manner that it will be



4 [July,WRENTHAM STATE SCHOOL

always available no matter to what size the institution shall
ultimately grow.

A detailed statement of the cost of this system has been
submitted to the House Committee on Ways and Means,
and gives the number of feet of pipe of various sizes re-
quired, and the cost of construction of the sewer beds in
detail. If the present arrangement for this sewage is con-
tinued, the Committee on A\ ays and Means believe there
will be grave danger to the health of all persons connected
with the institution, and that a typhoid epidemic or other
epidemic may at any time break out. This is a serious con-
dition of affairs and we are surprised that the Governor of
the Commonwealth did not recognize this condition. The
Committee on Ways and Means, however, is not willing to
assume this grave responsibility and we have therefore asked
the Legislature to give the necessary appropriation, and if
the responsibility for the health of the population of the
institution is to be assumed by anybody, it must indeed be
assumed by those who have the legal authority to grant or
refuse the necessary appropriation, or by the Governor hint-
self.

So far as the report of the expert, Mr. Coe, is concerned,
we find that this gentleman, employed by His Excellency,
never visited the institution, never made any inquiry of any
trustee or any officer of the institution, concerning the affairs
of the institution and therefore cannot give an intelligent
and reliable opinion upon the matter in question. Further-
more, we find he has made no plans or estimates for the
work which the Governor so severely criticises.

In connection with His Excellency’s message, it is well
to call the attention of the Legislature to the fact that the
plans which were made for the Wrentham State School for
the disposal of the sewage there, were made by the same
engineer who made the plans for the disposal of the sewage
at the School for Crippled Children at Canton. His Ex-
cellency, it will be remembered, compared the costs of the
two institutions but was not evidently aware that the costs
were figured by the same engineer. The Committee on Ways
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and Means finds that no fair comparison can be made be
tween the two institutions in question.

First. The Wrentbam State School is providing for a
future population of not less than fifteen hundred inmates,

to provide for less than threewhile the School at Canton ha;
hundred.

>ewage pipes must be able to
;ainst 30,000 gallons per day

Secondly. The Wrentbam
carry 200,000 gallons a day i
in the other institution.

Thirdly. The delay in th construction of a sewer sys-

tem necessitates the expenditure of considerable money in
caring for the cesspools above referred to, and in other

are necessarily used, each
no permanent good.

temporary expedients which
which costs monev and does

the School for Feeble MindedIt is of public interest tha
at Polk, Pennsylvania, has just completed a system of sewage
lisposal. This system is to accommodate fifteen hundre<

inmates and the cost will be not less than $40,000. When it
is remembered that the Wrem
only about one-third of this s
the Pennsylvania school, and
vania are from four hundred
buildings, it is seen that at le

tham State School has asked for
um expended by the trustees of
that the filter beds at Pennsyl-

to six hundred feet nearer the
t in this instance the trustee

of the Massachusetts Wrentl
reasonable request.

am State School are making a

; asked for by Massachusetts
sk for a sum which is known
fie the work for which the ap-
mtract for such public work is

Whenever appropriations ;
institutions, it is necessary tc

be at least sufficient
Xe

the work can be completedapproved by the authorities uni
for the appropriation available
let if the appropriation is insr
State let their contracts, all oth
the lowest responsible bidders,
when the work is completed, it
and cannot be expended for a
for which it was appropriated.

he contracts will not hi
ufficient. The trustees of the
her things being considered, t

monev is left over

to the State treasure
any other purpose except tha
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For the above reasons, for the good of the Commonwealth,
or the good of the inmates in the institution, for the safe-
guarding of the public interest the Ways and Means Com'

mittee have recommended the appropriation for the sewa
system at the Wrentham State School.

For the Co: mmittee,

XORMAX H. WHITE






