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such board having arbitrary powers over matters affecting so
large a portion of the community should be within easy reach
of the public demands. But the board as constituted by this
Act is practically autocratic.

J here is a further objection to this Act. The proposed
board is to delegate the enforcement of its laws to the State
Board of Health and the local authorities. The State Board
of Health is abundantly qualified, in my judgment, to draw up
any system of health regulation that may be desirable, yet
under this Act the Board of Health is given no voice in the
matter, and has no power except to enforce whatever regula-
tions the new commission may make.

Regulations drawn up by the proposed commission might be
found impracticable or oppressive by the Board of Health,
which, however, would have no power to modify them.

I am clearly of the opinion that the proposed plan has been
misconceived. The State Board of Health represents the in-
terests of the consumers, and the Dairy Bureau should fairly
represent the milk industry. These are the boards which are
concerned with the enforcement of milk laws, and they are, in
my judgment, the proper authorities to be consulted, although
even in such case their recommendations should be referred to
the Legislature before being enforced throughout the State.

Responsibility for law rests only with the Legislature,
which is responsible to the people. It cannot be shifted in the
proposed manner to an appointed board in respect to matters
which vitally affect the entire State. Still again it must be
borne in mind that unwise legislation in the past is in large
part responsible for the present rapid decline of the Massachu-
setts milk business. For example, under the present iniqui-
tous transportation scheme large milk contractors are obtain-
ing milk not from Massachusetts producers, but to a large
extent from other states. To remedy this grave injury to an
important Massachusetts industry rates should be drawn up
and enforced, with the co-operation of the railroad commis-
sioners, that will be fair to Massachusetts farmers.

To get a pure milk supply, it is uecessary to stimulate the
business within .Massachusetts to a point where farmers will
again come into the market with large daily shipments.
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EUGENE N. FOSS.




