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It is fair to say the project is founded on this belief and
that the colony idea is to be extended in this instance. Yet
the present request for money precludes the hope that such
results are to be reached. The
comprise items of maintenance
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plan as a whole is not con-'(lncod this appropriation, the

ceived on a scale which appears t
for public economy.

include a reasonable regard

Allowances might be made for a heavy initial maintenance,
were it not that the present Foxboro Institution is, and has
been, one of the least economically administered of all our
State institutions. Hence, it is necessarily concluded that the
proposed inebriate institution and colonies would also repre-
sent excessive costs.

For example, the investment per patient at Foxboro, is
$l2BO. ’This is greatly in excess of the investments at Taun-
ton, Westboro, Northampton, Worcester and Medfield Asy-
lums, Gardner and Monson.

At Foxboro, the costs of administration are over $44.00 per
patient per annum as against $19.70 at the Worcester Hos-
pital, $21.00 at Northampton $23.50 at Danvers. Even the
Boston Hospital with its excessive costs comprises an item
of only $35.50 for administration.

At Foxboro, the annual cost per patient is greatly in excess
of the average of the other institutions under the State Board
of Insanity. This average is $90.00 per annum and the cost
at Foxboro is $112.00.

Furthermore, this proposed plan for inebriates is, in my
judgment, an experiment, and as such, it appears to me to be
most unwise to try this costly experiment at an institution
which is signally marked for its high per capita costs.

The two farms each with its nurses, attendants and domestic
help, and together forming the nucleus of this experiment,
would cost at the rate of $14,000 for this year, and, in my
judgment, this venture in itself would be a moderate one. In
fact it wrould have been merely good business sense to establish
one or both of these farms as proposed and give a year’s
time to testing the success of the colony plan for the inebriates.
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Nevertheless, a request for institutional buildings with
juipment aggregating $lOO,OOO is added on
So far as I am concerned in the matter, the project must

proceed more conservatively. Houses of low per capita cost
should be provided and reasonable time given for a demon-
stration for the project on a small scale before it is placed on
the larger basis which this Resolve with its appropriation of
$114,000 contemplates.

EUGENE N. EOSS




