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For the first time in the history of the Commonwealth a
uniform method for the nomination of candidates of political
parties by direct vote has been provided. This was accom-
plished by the passage of what is now Chapter 550 of the
Acts of 1911. By the terms of that Act (Section 13) enrol-
ment of all the voters in the primaries of any of the political
parties is distinctly and clearly provided for.

There are 33 cities and 321 towns in the Commonwealth.
Out of that number 12 cities and 2 towns have an enrolment
under the provisions of the joint primary act. In 319 towns
and 21 cities no such enrolment exists

I believe that it is most desirable that there should be a
uniformity of system existing under this new legislation
throughout the entire Commonwealth

I see no valid reason or excuse for excepting the 12 citie
and 2 towns from the provisions for enrolment contained in
the new direct primary law, especially as many of the enrol
ments in such cities and towns under the former act were
made in town or municipal primaries in which no state issue
were involved.

CJje Commontoealtf) of 9iassac|)usetts.
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In my judgment it is better in the face of this new depar-
ture from existing political conditions, that all the voters of
the Commonwealth should start fresh and new and that an
opportunity should be given to each voter in the Common-
wealth to enrol himself with whatever party he desires.

EUGENE N. EOSS.






