
SENATE No. 133
To accompany the petition of Samuel Ross that a system of old

age pensions be established. Legal Affairs.

AN ACT
Relative to Old Age Pensions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Every male and female person who
2 have been residents of this commonwealth for forty
3 years shall, when they become sixty years of age, be
4 entitled to the sum of thirty dollars per month dur-
-5 ing the rest of their life, by complying with the pro-
-6 visions of this act.

1 Section 2. To be entitled to this benefit they
2 shall pay into the treasury of this commonwealth
3 each year, from the age of twenty to the age of
4 sixty, the sum of two dollars per year. This yearly
5 payment must be paid in advance during the first
6 week in May of each year. Persons who are now
7 thirty years of age may come under the provisions
8 of this act by payment of thirty dollars, and then
9 following the provision of this act.
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1 Section 3. The money so collected shall be
2 placed in a fund which shall be called the ‘ ‘ Old Age
3 Pension Fund ” and shall he used only for the pur-
-4 poses provided for in this act.

1 Section 4. When a person who has reached the
2 age of sixty and complied with the preceding sec-
3 tions makes application for payment, he must pre-
-4 sent a certificate from the overseers of the poor in
5 the town or city in which he resides, stating that
6 he is in need and deserving of this money. Upon
7 receipt of this certificate the treasurer shall make
8 payment as provided in the preceding sections.

1 Section 5. The treasurer and receiver general of
2 the commonwealth shall be the custodian of said
3 fund, and shall disburse it in the manner provided.
4 He shall keep records for the carrying out of the
5 provisions of this act, and in his annual report shall
6 state the amount of money in the fund, the money,
7 if any, paid out during the preceding year, and the
8 number of persons complying with the provisions
9 of this act.

1 Section 6. Cities and towns may also grant peu-
-2 sions to all citizens thereof who have attained the
3 age of fifty-five years or more and who are unable
4 to earn a living or who have an income of not more
5 than five dollars a week.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


