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Bill accompanying the petition of'
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system of joint primaries be established.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eleven.

AN ACT
To provide for a System of Joint Primaries.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
ame,
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as folio

Section 1. Each political party shall annually elect a
state committee, the members of which shall hold office
for one year from the first day of January next following
their election and until their successors shall have organized. Said committee shall consist of one member from
each senatorial district chosen at the annual primary in
the same manner that candidates for senator are chosen
and fourteen members at large, chosen at the annual state
convention of that party.
The members of the state committee shall, in January
meet and organize by the choice of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other officers as they may decide

-12
13 to elect.

The secretary of the state committee shall, within ten
1,5 days after such organization, file with the secretary of the

14

1G commonwealth, and send to each city and town committee
17 a list of the members of the committee and of its officers.
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A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or treasurer
19 of the committee or in the membership thereof shall be
20 filled by the committee, and a statement of any such change
21 shall be filed as in the case of the officers first chosen.

1

Section 2. Each political party shall, in every ward
2 and town, at the annual primary, elect a committee to be
3 called a ward or a town committee, to consist of three per-4 sons, who shall hold office for one year from the first day
5 of January next following their election and until their
6 successors shall have organized.
7 The members of the several ward committees of a politi-8 cal party in a city shall constitute a committee to be called
9 a city committee.
10 Each town committee shall annually, between the first
11 day of January and the first day of March, and each ward
12 and city committee shall, within thirty days after the
13 beginning of its term of office, meet and organize by choice
14 of a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other
15 officers

as

it

may

decide to elect.

The secretary of each city and town committee shall,
17 within ten days after its organization file with the secre-18 tary of the commonwealth, with the city or town clerk

16

19 and with the secretary of the state committee of the politi-20 cal party which it represents, a list of the officers and mem-

-21 bers of the committee.
22 A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or treas-23 urer of a city, ward or town committee shall be filled by
24 the committee, and a vacancy in the membership of a ward

25 or town committee shall be filled by such committee, and
26 a statement of any such change shall be filed as in the case
27 of the officers first chosen.

The several town, ward and city committees of any dis-29 trict may chose a district committee in any manner that
28
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30 the state committee may provide; or, if no provision be
31 made, the members of the several town, ward and city
32 committees of any district shall constitute the district
33 committee.

1
2

3
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5
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7
-8
9
-10

11
-12

Section 3.

Upon a re-division of a city into wards,
any political party may in the next succeeding calendar
year elect its ward committees for such terms, not exceeding the length of the terms for which the former committees
were chosen, as the city committee existing at the time of
calling the caucuses may determine, and thereafter shall
elect such committees at the time and for the terms prescribed by law. The caucuses for the choice of such ward
committees shall be called by the city committee in existence at the time, and shall be subject to such reasonable
notice and procedure as said city committee shall determine.

1

Section 4. Committees of any party existing at the
2 time when such party at an annual state election first polls
3 for governor three per cent of the entire vote cast in the
4 commonwealth for that office shall be deemed to be organ-5 ized under these provisions.
Section 5. A state, city, town or district committee
1
2 may make rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law,
3 for its proceedings. The state committee of a political
4 party may appoint city, town and district committees
5 where none exist.

Section 6. Notice of intention to participate in pri-2 maries shall be furnished by the city and town committees
3 of such political and municipal parties or by the district
4 committees of such political parties, as are entitled to and
1

4
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5 desire to participate therein, not less than twenty-two days
6 prior to the day on which the primaries preceding city or

7 town elections, and not less than forty days prior to the
8 day on which primaries preceding state or national elec-9 tions, are to be held, to the election commissioners in Bos10 ton, the city clerk in other cities, the town clerk in towns,

11 or the secretary of the -commonwealth in districts lying in
12 more than one city or town.

Section 7. In Boston, notices of primaries shall be
2 issued not later than the day for notifying the election
3 commissioners.
1

1
-2
-3

4
5
-6

7
8
9
10

Section 8. Primaries shall be held on the sixth Tuesday preceding state elections, on the third Tuesday preceding city elections, except in Boston, where they shall
be held on the fourth Thursday preceding the city election,
and on the second Tuesday preceding town elections: provided, that at special elections all primaries shall be held
on the third Thursday preceding the day of election. In
Boston they shall be held by precincts as established for
elections; elsewhere, wholly or partly by wards, precincts
or towns, as the board of aldermen or selectmen may from

11 time to time determine.

Section 9. The city or town shall provide, and the
1
2 city or town clerk or election commissioners shall season-3 ably prepare, for each political party, blank nomination
4 papers for offices to be voted for only in said city or town,
5 for use in the different wards of the city or in the town.
6 The secretary of the commonwealth shall provide and pre-7 pare blank nomination papers for use in districts lying in

Such papers shall state the
9 place where, and the day and hour prior to which, signed
8 more than one city or town.
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3

10 nomination papers shall be filed. On the back of each,
11 sections ten to sixteen, inclusive, shall be printed. They
12 shall be delivered to the chairman or secretary of the politi-13 cal committee for whose use they have been prepared, and
14 to no other person.

1

Section 10. Nominations of candidates for elective

2 offices, for a ward or town committee, and for senatorial
3 members of a state committee, to be voted for at a primary,
4 shall be made by nomination papers, as hereinafter pro-5 vided. Such nominations shall be made on the blank
6 nomination papers prepared and delivered in accordance
7 with the preceding section; and no nomination paper
8 offered for filing shall be received or shall be valid to which
9 is attached any card, paper or other device containing
10 the name of a candidate, his written acceptance, or the
11 signature of any voter required by this section. Such

12 papers shall be signed in person by at least five voters of
13 the ward or town in which the nominee is to be a candidate
14 who shall be members of the political party of which the

15 nomination is sought, and who shall add to their party
16 signatures the street and number, if any, of their residence.
17 Such papers for a district composed of more than one
18 ward or town shall be signed by a number of voters equal
19 in the
20

aggregate

or town

21 need be
22 tion

to not less than five voters for each ward

in said district,
signed by more

papers

except

that

no

nomination

than one thousand voters.

paper
mpe

Nomi

shall not contain a larger number of names of

23 candidates than there are

persons

to elect.

No nominatk

24 paper in Boston, and no nomination paper in any other
25 city or town shall be valid in respect to any candidate
26 whose written acceptance is not the
27 caused by death, withdrawal or ineligibility of any of the
28 above candidates shall be filled in the manner provided by

6
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29 law, unless the person entitled to fill such vacancy files
30 the written acceptance of the candidate who is nominated
31 to fill the vacancy.

Section 11. The nomination paper for an elective office
2 shall give the name of the candidate, the street and number,
3 if any, of his residence, and may, in not more than eight
4 words, state his occupation, the public offices he has held
5 or that he is a candidate for renomination, provided that
6 such be the fact. The fact that any signer of a nomination
7 paper for a candidate for office to be voted for in more than
8 one city or town is a voter must be certified by at least
9 one of the registrars of the city or town in which he is a
10 voter, or in Boston by one of the election commissioners.
11 The nomination paper of a candidate for a ward or town
12 committee or for a member of a state committee shall state
13 the street and number, if any, of his residence.
1

Section 12. All nomination papers for candidates for
1
2 offices to be voted for at a state election shall be sealed up
3 and filed in the office of the secretary of the city or town
or, if the district in which the nominee is to
4 committee
5 be a candidate lies in more than one city or town, with the
6 secretary of the district committee
not less than twentyto
the day on which the primary
-7 eight week days previous
8 is to be held for which the nominations are made, and the
9 secretary shall indorse upon them the time at which they
10 are received by him. Nomination papers for candidates

11 for offices to be voted for at a city or town election shall
12 be filed as above fourteen week days previous to the day on
They shall not be opened
14 until the time of their filing has expired, when the secretary,
15 at his office, shall publicly open and publicly announce the
13 which the primary is to be held.

16 nominations there made.
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Section 13. The secretary of the city, town or district
2 committee shall immediately give notice to the person
3 filing the nomination paper of any error, irregularity or
4 informality appearing therein and such person may, within
5 two week days after the time when the nomination papers
6 were opened, correct the same, or said secretary may make
1

7 such correction.

Section 14. If, in a city, nomination papers placing
2 persons in nomination for all offices, except as hereafter
3 provided, to be filled at a primary in any ward are not
4 filed, the secretary of the city committee shall forthwith
5 notify the chairman or secretary of the committee of such
6 ward, who shall forthwith call a meeting of said committee,
7 which may nominate candidates for all offices for which
8 nomination papers have not been filed, and shall immedi-9 ately file with the secretary of the city committee nom-10 ination papers signed by all the members of the committee
11 who agree to the nominations therein made. In case of
12 disagreement two sets of such nomination papers may be
13 filed. If, at the expiration of two week days after the
14 time at which nomination papers were opened, proper
15 nomination papers have not been filed for all the offices
16 to be filled, or upon any vacancy caused by death or other-17 wise, except a withdrawal, the chairman and secretary of
18 the city committee may file nomination papers for such
1

19 offices

1
2
3

4
5
6

or

vacancies.

Section 15. If, in a town, nomination papers placing
persons in nomination for all the offices, except as hereafter provided, to be filled at a primary, are not filed or
upon a vacancy by death or otherwise, except a withdrawal,
the chairman or secretary of the town committee shall
forthwith call a meeting of said committee, which shall have

JOINT PRIMARIES.
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7 all the powers relative to the nomination of candidates
8 conferred in the preceding section upon a ward committee
9 and the chairman and secretary of a city committee.
10 If no nomination paper is filed for an office to be voted
11 for in a district lying in more than one city or town, or

12 upon a vacancy by death or otherwise, except a withdrawal,
13 the chairman or secretary of the district committee shall
14 forthwith call a meeting of said committee, which shall
15 have all the powers relative to the nomination of candi-16 dates conferred in the preceding section upon a ward com-

-17 mittee and the chairman and secretary of a city com-18 mittee.

Section 16. A person who is nominated by a nomina-2 tion paper may, within forty-eight week-day hours succeed-3 ing five o’clock of the day fixed for opening nomination
4 papers, withdraw his name from nomination by a request
5 in writing signed by him with his own hand and filed with
6 the secretary of the city or town committee. Thereupon,
7 the secretary shall immediately give notice of such with-8 drawal and of the provisions of this section to the person
9 who filed such nomination paper, and such person may,
10 within twenty-four week-day hours succeeding five o’clock
11 of the last day fixed for making withdrawals, present a
12 new name on a nomination paper signed by himself with
13 his own hand; otherwise the chairman and secretary of
14 the city, town or district committee may file nomination
15 papers for the vacancy. If at any time subsequent to the
16 expiration of the time for filling vacancies it shall appear
17 that a vacancy has been created by death, the chairman
18 of the city, town or district committee may file with the
19 secretary of the commonwealth a new name to fill such
20 vacancy; and if the time is sufficient therefor, the new
21 name shall be printed upon the official ballot.
1
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Section 17. Not less than twenty-four, or in the case
of a primary preceding a city or town election seven, week
days before the day upon which the primary is held and

4 before five o’clock in the afternoon of the last day, the
secretary

of each

city

or town committee shall file with

(

the citv or town clerk, or in Boston to the election commissioners, the nomination papers filed with him
Not less than twenty-four week days before the day upon

9 which the primary is held and before five o’clock in the
10 afternoon of the last day, the secretary of each district
11 ;ommittee in districts lying in more than one city or town

shall file with the secretary of the commonwealth the
1
nomination papers filed with him.
14
Not less than twenty-one week days before the day upon
1 which the primary preceding a state election is held, the
If election commissioners of Boston and the clerks of other
17 cities and towns shall transmit to the secretary of the
18 commonwealth all nomination papers filed with them.
1

1

18. If an error or informality is found in any
nomination paper, it shall
■thwith be returned to the
ection

secretary of the committee by whom it was filed, for correc4 tion; and if it is not corrected and again filed before five
o’clock in the afternoon of the day following its return to
said secretary, it shall be void.

(

3

Section 19. Objections to nomination papers, and all
other questions relating thereto, shall be considered in
by the ballot law commission of said city; in other
Boston
3
4 cities by the board of registrars, the city clerk and the
5 citv solicitor;
in towns by the board of registrars; and in
6 districts lying in more than one city or town by the state
1

ballot law commission

Section 20. The city or town shall provide, and the
city or town clerk,

or in Boston the election commissioners,
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3 shall prepare for primaries preceding city or town elec-4 tion, and the secretary of the commonwealth shall provide
5 and prepare for the primaries preceding a state election,
6 ballots to be used in the primaries, in accordance with the

7 provisions of this chapter, and no other ballot shall be
8 received or counted. No ballots as herein provided shall
9 be printed in any printing establishment owned or man-10 aged by the city of Boston.
11

The number of ballots to be provided for each ward or
12 town shall not exceed one ballot of each party for each voter

13 therein. The ballots for each party shall be printed on
14 paper of a different color from that on which the ballot of
other party or the facsimile copies are printed. At
16 least six facsimile copies of the ballot shall be provided for

15

an} r

17 each polling place as specimen ballots.
1
2
3
4
5
6

7
-8
-9
10

Section 21. At the top of each ballot shall be printed
the words “The official ballot of (here shall follow the
party name).” On the back and outside of each ballot
when folded shall be printed the words “Official ballot of
the (here shall be inserted the party name),” followed by
the number of the ward or the name of the town for which
the ballot is prepared, the date of the primary and facsimile of the signature of the secretary of the commonwealth. Names of candidates for each elective office or
a member of a state committee shall be arranged alpha-

-11 beticallv according to their names.
12 Names of candidates for ward town committees, shall
13 be arranged in groups in the order in which they are filed.
14 Against the name of a candidate for an elective office
15 or for a ward or town committee shall be printed the street
16 and number, if

17

any,

of his residence.

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office

IS shall be printed the statement contained in the

19 papers placing him in nomination.

nomination
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20

No names shall be printed on a ballot other than those
21 presented on nomination papers. Immediately following
22 the names of candidates blank spaces equal to the number

23 of persons to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion
24 of other names.
25

The number of persons to be voted for, for the different
26 offices, shall be stated on the ballot.

27 A star against a name shall indicate that a person is a
28 candidate for re-election. The form of ballots and the
29 arrangement of printed matter thereon shall be in general
30 the same as that of the official state ballots, except as
31 herein otherwise provided.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
-9

Section 22. A cross (X) marked against a name shall
constitute a vote for a person so designated. A cross in
the circle at the head of an entire group of candidates for
ward or town committees shall count as a vote for each candidate therein. A voter may vote for one or more candidates in any such group by marking a cross against the
name of each such candidate, or he may insert another name
and mark a cross against it. If he votes for more candidates than the number to be elected, his vote shall not

10 be counted.

1
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4
5
6
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Section 23. The city or town clerk, or in Boston the
election commissioners, before the opening of the polls on
the day of the primary, shall, at the expense of the city
or town prepare, except a: otherwise provided herein, and
shall deliver at the pollin place to the warden or, if he
is not present to the clerl or if both are absent, then to
the ballots, specimen ballots
any inspector, ballot boxc
suitable
blank
voting lists,
forms and apparatus for cauvassing and counting the ballots and making the returns, a seal
of suitable device and a record book for each polling place.
The presiding officer at each polling place shall, before

12
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12 the opening of the primary, conspicuously post in such
13 polling places at least six specimen ballots, which shall
14 be kept so posted until the polls are closed.
1
2
3
4
5
6

7
8

Section 24. The provisions of law relating to election
officers, voting places for elections, election apparatus and
blanks, calling and conduct of elections, manner of voting
at elections, counting and recounting of votes at elections,
the provisions of section two hundred and seventy-six of
chapter five hundred and sixty of the acts of nineteen
hundred and seven, corrupt practices, and penalties, shall
apply to primaries, except as otherwise provided herein.

Section 25. The election commissioners in Boston, the
1
2 city clerks in other cities, and the town clerks in towns
3 may designate two inspectors and two deputy inspectors,
4 representing the two leading political parties, instead of
5 a larger number, to serve at the primaries, and from the
6 whole body of election officers they may designate officers
7 equally representing the two leading political parties to
8 serve as tellers in any precinct or ward during part of the
D day for the purpose of receiving ballots, checking names,
10 or canvassing and counting votes, such tellers to receive
11 such part of a full day’s compensation of election officers
12 as the election commissioners in Boston, the board of
13 aldermen in other cities, or the selectmen in towns, may
14 determine.
Section 26. In wards or towns where at elections votis by precincts, but at primaries by wards or towns,
ing
-2
3 the city or town clerk shall designate which of the elec-4 tion officers shall serve as primary officers.

1

1

Section 27. Except in Boston no person shall be in-2 eligible to serve as a primary officer because he is a candi-3 date for or member of a ward or town committee.

1911.]
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Section 28. The polls at every primary shall be open
during such hours, not less than nine in cities or four in
towns, as may be designated by the board of election commissioners in Boston, the aldermen of other cities, and
the selectmen of towns.

Section 29. When in a primary the voter seeks to pass
1
2 the guard rail, he shall be asked by one of the ballot clerks
3 which party ballot he desires, and the ballot clerk upon
4 reply shall distinctly announce the same and give him
5 such party ballot.
6

7
8
9
10

No voter enrolled under the provisions of this chapter
shall be allowed to receive the ballot of any political party
except that in which he is so enrolled, but he may change
his enrolment by appearing in person before the election
commissioners in Boston, the city clerk in any other city,

11 or the town clerk in towns, and requesting in writing to
12 have his enrolment changed to another party, but such

13 change shall not take effect until the expiration of ninety
14 days after the voter appears; but the political party enrolls ment of a voter shall not preclude him from receiving at
16 a primary the ballot of any municipal part}', though in
17 no one primary shall be received more than one party
18 ballot.

No voter who denies the accuracy of his enrolment
20 may deposit his ballot until he takes the following oath
21 which shall be administered to him by the presiding officer
19

22 of the primary:
You do solemnly swear, or affirm, that you are a regis-24 tered voter in this ward (or town), and have the legal
23

25 right to vote in this primary and that you are a member
party participating in the same and are
26 of the
politi27 incorrectly enrolled as a member of the
....

....

28 cal party.
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29

The clerk or secretary of the primary shall make a record
30 of the administration of said oath to every person who takes
31 the same, which record shall state whether or not said per-

-32 son voted. Said record shall be prima facie evidence in
33 any court that such person took said oath and voted in
34 said primary. Such voter may be challenged like any
35 other voter.

1
-2
3
4
5

Section 30. In the counting of the votes when the ballots are removed from the ballot box, they shall first be
sorted into piles one for each party, and each pile shall
be counted and sealed separately. Votes shall be counted
only for nominations of the party on whose ballot they

6 appear.

Section 31. The election commissioners in Boston, the
1
2 city clerk in other cities, and the town clerk in towns, shall
3 canvass the returns, determine the results, issue proper
4 certificates thereof to the successful candidates for mem-5 bers of political committees elected n districts lying wholly
6 in one city or town, and notify the chairman of such politi-7 cal committees as to the persons who have been elected
8 members of such committees.

1
2
3
4
5

Section 32. If a majority of a ward or town committee
is not elected, the vacancy shall be filled according to the
provisions of section forty-five of this chapter and the city
or town clerk, or in Boston the election commissioners,
shall notify the chairman or secretary of the committee

6 of the polit'cal party interested.

Section 33. In Boston petitions for recounts after pri1
-2 maries shall be filed before five o’clock in the afternoon of
3 the second day thereafter.

1911.1
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Section 34. Each political party may make one nomination
for each office to be filled at an election, and shall
-2
1

3 be entitled to have the names of all candidates so nom-4 inated placed upon the official ballot. A party may make
5 a nomination for an office to be filled by election in the
6 commonwealth, or in any district, county, city, town or
7 ward, when at the five pre ceding annual elections it polled

8 in the commonwealth, or in such district, county, city,
9 town or ward, respectively. a number of votes for governor
10 equal to the number of voters required to nominate by
11 nomination papers a candidate for office so to be filled.
Section 35. The clerk of each city and town, and in
2 Boston the election commissioners shall transmit to the
3 secretary of the commonwealth copies of the records of
4 votes cast for all officers in a primary within ten days after
5 said primary. The secretary shall canvass the records and
6 determine the results thereof. If there is a tie vote for
7 a candidate of a political party nominated in a primary
8 for an office, or for a member elected to a political com-9 mittee, the vacancy shall be filled by a regularly chosen
10 general or executive committee representing the election
11 district in which such vote has been cast, but the vacancy
12 shall be filled only by the choice of one of the candidates
13 receiving such tie vote.
1

Section 36. Nominations of candidates for any offices
2 to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth may be
3 made by nomination papers, bating the facts required by

1

4 section thirty-nine and signe 1 in the aggregate by not
5 less than one thousand voter for each candidate. Nomfor office to be filled at a
6 inations of all other candidat
lection, and of all candidates for office to be filled
at a city election, may be made by like nomination paper;

16
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9 signed in the aggregate, for each candidate, by two voters
10 for every one hundred votes cast for governor at the pre-11 ceding annual state election in the electoral district or

12 division for which the officers are to be elected, but in no
13 case by less than fifty nor more than one thousand qualified
14 voters. Nominations of candidates for offices to be filled
15 at a town election may be made by nomination papers,
16 signed by at least one voter for every fifty votes polled for
17 governor at the preceding annual state election in such
18 town, but in no case by less than twenty voters. At a
19 first election to be held in a newly established ward of a
20 city, the number of voters upon a nomination paper of a
21 candidate who is to be voted for only in such ward need

22 not exceed fifty; and at a first election in a town the num-23 ber for the nomination of a candidate who is to be voted
24 for only in such town need not exceed twenty.

1
2
3
4
5
6

7
8
9
10

11
12

13
14
15

Section 37. Every voter who signs a nomination paper
shall sign it in person, with his full surname, his Christian
name and the initials of every other name which he may
have, and shall add his residence on the previous day of
May and the place where he is then living, with the street
and number thereof, if any, to his signature; but any voter
who is prevented by a physical disability from writing or
who had the right to vote on the first day of May in the
year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, may authorize some
person to write his name and residence in his presence;
and every voter may sign as many nomination papers
for each office to be filled as there are persons to be elected
thereto, and no more. Women who are qualified to vote
may sign nomination papers for candidates for the school
committee. Every nomination paper shall, before being

16 filed, be seasonably submitted to the registrars of the city
17 or town in which the signers appear to be voters, and in

1911.]

SENATE

No. 155

17

18 Boston to the election commissioners, who shall forthwith
19 certify thereon the number of signatures which are names
20 of voters both in the city or town and in the district or

21 division for which the nomination is made. They need
22 not certify a greater number of names than are required
23 to make a nomination, with one-fifth of such number added
24 thereto. Names not certified in the first instance shall
25 not thereafter be certified on the same nomination papers.
26 The secretary of the commonwealth shall not be required
27 in any case to file nomination papers for a candidate after
28 filing such papers containing a sufficient number of certi-29 fied names to make a nomination, with one fifth of such
30 number added thereto. One of the signers to each nom-31 ination paper shall make oath to the truth of the statements
32 therein, and the certification of such oath and the post
33 office address of the signer shall be annexed to such papers.

Section 38. A notary public, justice of the peace or
2 other magistrate, when taking the oath of the signer of a
3 nomination paper, shall satisfy himself that the person to
4 whom the oath is administered is the person signing such
1

5 nomination paper, and shall so state in his attestation of
6 said oath.

1
-2
3
-4
5
6

7
8

9
10

Section 39. All certificates of nomination and nomination papers shall, in addition to the names of candidates,
specify as to each: (1) his residence with street and numher thereof, if any; (2) the office for which he is nominated;
and (3), except as is hereinafter provided, the party or
political principle which he represents, expressed in not
more than three words. The names of the candidates for
president and vice president of the United States may be
added to the party or political designation of the candidates
for presidential electors. To the name of each candidate

18
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11 for the office of alderman at large shall be added the number
12 of the ward in which he resides.
13
If a candidate is nominated otherwise than by a politi-14 cal party, the name of a political party shall not be used in
15 his political designation, except as describing and pre-16 ceding some other name or term which shall not be the
17 name of any party which cast at the last preceding election
18 more than three thousand votes for governor; and if so
19 used in a case of a candidate nominated by nomination
20 papers, the political designation shall consist of not more

21 than two words and shall not be changed after having been
22 placed upon the paper. Certificates of nomination and
23 nomination papers for town offices may or may not include
24 a designation of the party or principle which the candi-25 date represents.
1 Section 40. Certificates of nomination and nomina2 tion papers for state offices shall be filed with the secretary
3 of the commonwealth: and for city and town offices, with
4 the city or town clerk; and in Boston, with the election
5 commissioners. Every nomination paper shall be filed by
6 a responsible person, who shall with his own hand sign
7 such paper and add to his signature his place of residence,
8 giving street and number, if any; and the secretary of the
9 commonwealth or the city or town clerk, or, in Boston,
10 the election commissioners, shall require a satisfactory
11 identification of such person. No nomination paper shall
12 be received or be valid unless the written acceptance of the
13 candidate thereby nominated shall be filed therewith.

Section 41. Certificates of nomination for offices to
2 be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth shall be
3 filed on or before the fifth Monday, and nomination papers
4 on or before the fourth Monday, preceding the day of the
1

1911.1

5 election.
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Certificates of nomination for all other candi-

-6 dates for offices to be filled at a state election shall be filed
7 on or before the third Thursday, and nomination papers,
S on or before the third Friday, preceding the day of elec-9 tion; but if there is a special election to fill any state office,
10 certificates of nomination shall be filed on or before the
11 twelfth day, and nomination papers, on or before the

12 eleventh day, preceding the day of such election.
13
In cities, except in Boston, certificates of nomination
14 for city offices shall be filed on or before the third Monday,
15 and nomination papers on or before the second Wednesday
16 preceding the day of the election.
17 In Boston, certificates of nomination for city offices,
18 except for school committee, shall be filed on or before
19 the third Friday preceding the day of election, and nom-20 ination papers for all city offices on or before the eleventh
21 day after the primaries. Certificates of nomination of can-

-22 didates for school committee shall be filed on or before the
23 ninth day after the primaries.
24 In towns, certificates of nomination for town offices shall
25 be filed on or before the second Saturday, and nomina-26 tion papers on or before the Monday, preceding the day
27 of election; but if such Saturday falls on a legal holiday,
28 said certificates of nomination shall be filed on or before
29 the preceding day, and if such Monday falls on a legal
30 holiday, said nomination papers shall be filed on or before
31 the succeeding day; but if a town election is held on a day
32 of the week other than Monday, such certificates of nomina-33 tion and nomination papers shall be filed respectively on
34 or before the ninth and seventh day preceding the day of
35 election.
16 Certificates of nomination and nomination papers shall

17 be filed before five o’clock in the afternoon of the last day
38 fixed for the filing thereof.
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Section 42.

When certificates of nomination and nom-2 ination papers have been filed, and are in apparent con3 formity with law, they shall be valid unless objections
4 thereto are made in writing. Such objections of candi-5 dates for state offices shall be filed with the secretary of
6 the commonwealth, for city offices with the city clerk,
7 or in Boston with the election commissioners, and for town
8 offices with the town clerk; and in case of state offices within
9 the seventy-two week-day hours, in the case of city offices
10 within the forty-eight week-day hours, and in the case of
11 town offices within the twenty-four week-day hours, suc-12 ceeding five o’clock in the afternoon of the last day fixed
13 for the filing of nomination papers for such offices.
1
2
-3

4
5
6
7
8
9
-10

11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19

Section 43. Objections to certificates of nomination
and nomination papers for state offices, and all other questions relating thereto, shall be considered by the state ballot
law commission; to nominations for city offices, except
in Boston, by the board of registrars, the city clerk and
the city solicitor; in Boston, by the ballot law commission
of said city; and to nominations for town offices, by the
board of registrars.
The board constituted in cities and towns may, at hearings on such objections and questions, summon witnesses,
administer oaths and require the production of books and
papers. Such witnesses shall be summoned in the same
manner, be paid the same fees, and be subject to the same
penalties for default, as witnesses before the superior court.
A summons may be signed, and an oath may be administered by any member of uch board, and the decision of
a majority of the member: thereof shall be final.
When such objection ha; been filed, notice thereof shall
be forthwith mailed by the secretary of the commonwealth,

20 or

by

the

city

or town clerk, or election commissioners,
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21 respectively, to the candidates affected thereby, addressed
22 to their residences as given in the certificates of nomina-23 tion or nomination papers, and to any party committee
24 interested in the nomination to which objection is made.

1

Section 44.

A person nominated as a candidate for

state, city or town office may withdraw his name from
2
nomination by a request in writing signed by him and
any

4 acknowledged before a justice of the peace and filed with
5 the officer with whom the nomination was filed, in the case
6 of a state office within the seventy-two week-day hours,
7 in the case of a city office within the forty-eight week-day
8 hours* and in the case of a town office within the twenty-9 four week-day hours, succeeding five o’clock in the after-10 noon of the last day fixed for the filing of the nomination
11 papers for such office.

2
3
4
5
6

Section 45. If a candidate nominated by nomination
papers for a state, city or town office dies before the day of
election, or withdraws his name from nomination, or is
found to be ineligible, the vacancy may be filled by the
same persons who made the original nomination, and in
the same manner; or, if the time is insufficient therefor,
filled

ich manner as may ha
n prescribed on the nomination paper, or, if no such
i has been made, by a regularly elected general or
imittee representing the persons who signed
nomination paper. In the event of the withdrawal

10 execut

I a political party nominated
primary election for any office, the vacancy may bt
ted general or executive committ

12 or death of anv candidate
14 fil

15 representing the election

district in which such vacam
16 occurs. If a vacancy is caused by withdrawal, certificat
17 of nomination made otherwise than in the original mam

w
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18 shall be filed within seventy-two week-day hours in the case
19 of state office or within forty-eight week-day hours
20 in the case of city or town offices, succeeding five o’clock
21 in the afternoon of the last day for filing withdrawals.
22 They shall be open to objections in the same manner, so
23 far as is practicable, as other certificates of nomination.
24 No vacancy caused by withdrawal shall be filled before
25 the withdrawal has been filed.

1
-2

3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

1
2
3
-4
-5
-6

Section 46. When a nomination is made to fill a vacancy caused by death, withdrawal or ineligibility of a
candidate, the certificate of nomination shall, in addition
to the other facts required, state the name of the original
nominee, the fact of his death, withdrawal or ineligibility,
and the proceedings had for filling the vacancy. The
persons making the same, or the chairman and secretary
of the authorized committee, shall sign and make oath to
the truth of the certificate, and it shall be accompanied by
the written acceptance of the candidate nominated.
Section 47. Certificates of nomination, nomination
papers, objections thereto and withdrawals, when filed,
shall, under proper regulations, be open to public inspection, and the secretary of the commonwealth and the several city and town clerks, and in Boston the election commissioners, shall preserve the same in their respective

7 offices for one
1
2
3
4
-5
6

7
8

year.

Section 48. The secretary of the commonwealth shall,
upon application, provide blank forms for the nomination
of candidates for all state offices; and he shall send blank
forms for certificates of nomination for the office of representative in the general court to the clerk of each city and
town for the use of any caucus or convention held therein
for the nomination of candidates for that office. He shall
likewise provide the clerks of towns with blank forms for

9 the nomination of candidates for town offices.
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Section 49. The candidates of a political party, nom-2 inated at a primary election, may meet in convention at
3 the call of the state committee at any time between the
4 canvass of votes by the secretary of the commonwealth
5 and the day of the state election, to elect fourteen mem-6 bers at large of the state committee, to nominate presiden-7 tial electors, to frame a party platform, and to transact
8 any other business that may properly come before it. The
9 state committee of a political party may make such rules
10 as are not inconsistent with law for the government of
11 such conventions.
1

Section 50. Delegates to national conventions of politi1
-2 cal parties shall be elected in a special election held under
3 the provisions of law regarding primary elections. The
4 date of such election shall be determined by a committee
5 consisting of the secretary of the commonwealth, and the
6 chairmen of the state committees of all political parties.
1
2
3
4
5

Section 51. Sections eighty-nine to one hundred and
eighty-four, inclusive, of chapter five hundred and sixty
of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and seven, all
acts in amendment thereof, and all other acts and parts
of acts in conflict with the provisions of this act are hereby

6 repealed.

1

Section 52.

-2 sage.

This act shall take effect upon its pas-

